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WAR DEPARIWH3NT,
WASIIINGTON,(lctobcr 1, 193$!

FM “NO-5, Tcntntivc IVeld Service Rc~ulMons, Opcra-
tlons, is published for the hformntlon nnd guidance of all
Corlccrne(i. It COnt~~ns the ~)rkjClJ2kSOf tl O(3P]Cn(lhlg Rnd
cmnlmt of the comblncd arms in mflneuvcr wmfn.rc md con-
stltmtcs the bask of Jnstructlon of all mms and srrvhws hr
field scrvicc. It shouhi bc studied In cormcction wiUI FM
100-10, Field Scrvicc Regulatkms, AdminMrat~on, which
covers the prlnclplcs of administration nnd supply, and FM
1O(M5, Field EJerv~ceRegulations, Larger Unfts, which dis-
cusses the functions and operations of larger units and
territorial commnncis.

The basic principles of the tactics and technique of the
VarbUS nrrns and SCrvkX!sare set forth in field man~~fils. It
IS the funct!on of the command to coordhmte the tactks of
the arms and the technique of the services so os to develop
in the comMncd forces the teamwork esscnthd to success.

The tentatlvc Field Service Regulations are drafted from
the point of view of operations a@nst m opponen~ armed,
orgnnized, and equipped along modern Ilncs. An mvny cn-
pable of waging a successful war under these conditions wIN

- prove adequate to any emergency less grave.
. While the fundamental Prhlclples are nclthcr nurncrous nor

complex, their appJ1catjon my be dlfi’lcult. Set IIIIcs must
be avoided and methods varied. A thorough knowledge of
the prInc~pJcs and experience in their appllcntlon to vm=ious,
situations enable a commander to decldc what methods to
use in a partlcuktr slhmtlon confronting hhn.

The scope of the tcnlntlvc Fkld Service RrguIoUons is
limltcd to land operations. Operations Invohdng the Joint
action of the Amy and Navy nrc govcmcd by spcchl
regukthns. .

In applylng the l’N’hdpk8 of the tmktlw Flcld SCWICC
Reguktfons, lhcy wII1
of Land Wnrfnrc (pL
Wms Imposccl by any

bc h]tcrprcted in the li~ht of the ftulcs
tWO,13FM, VO].VU) ftlld Of t,h(! l’CS[,ri(!-
trcntlcs md internotimml agrccmcnk,
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(’l%esc rcgulntions 6upemcde Z’lclcl&crvicoi’tcgUl~tlO!M,1923)

CHAPTER 1

●
01U3ANIZATION

“ARMYOF THI!!UNITEVSTATES

@ 1. The Congress determines the strength and composMo~
0[ [Fn pence and war estnblishrnents and decides what clti-
%ens are availabIe for military service. 14 provides also for
the control of national resources neccssuy to fulfll war
requi IDcments.

X z TIM ihm~ Of the Unikd Mztcs conskts of the Regular
Amy, the Nallonal C3uard of the United States, the National
C3umd whi]e in the service of the United States, the OflicerS’
Resctve Corps, the Organkcd Reserves, and the Enllsted Re-
scrl~e corps, These components constitute the organhxi land
jorcc,%

Thc unoroanked mWfa comprises all pmons, not included
h the organlzcd land or nmud forces, who have been or may
be dmlnrcd by the Congress to be ihible to perform military
duty h the service of the United States. It constitutes the
smwc~ from whkh the unlraincd man power is obtdncd.

~ 3. The War Department prepares the bnsIc phms for re-”
CWUWZ, mobjlkihg, organizing, supplylng, equipping, and
trninln~ the Army of the United States.

Ins{ mcthis ~cla!ive to mobilization mw published in War
Depmlment Mobilization Regulations nnd are Incorporated
in current mobilization and war plans.

.

1
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M 4,’Tim Wtl:ary orgonkut{on 18 prltnorlly, the ssstcmntio
m~ammwt of means for obtc$ning mity of effort in the
wxm’ipllshrncnt of a U@ or mkdon. M consists fmda-
mentally of three ekmcnts: cwnmcfncf,combcft, fmd wvlce.
These elcmenk are 80 combined as to provide a flexible
frnmework within which the n~ccssary regrouping of means
may be made to meet vm’ious s(tli~tions. . ‘.
R 6. In accordance with existing laws and the o~dcrs of the
Preskicnt, the War Dcm@mcnt dctermi~~s the t~cl~cfi~~r-
gttnizttth of the field forces and the territorial omm[zfition
of the tlwtter of war. It prescribes the nmnncr in MIMI the
commnncl and administrntlve functions will be cxcrciscd.

TACTICAL ORGANIZATION

~ & The jkld forces consist” of a general headquarters
((3HQ), one or more armies, (3HQ avkition, and a GHQ
xcserve.
b The CtHQ aviation Includes M aviation not otherwise spe-
cifically nssigncd and ‘constitutes a pool of comtmt md
transport aviation which provides forces for the conduct of
ofiensive and defensive operations along functional lines.
See FM 100-150

The (3HQ reserve k composed of troops of the various m-ms
‘and services not habitually required by an army in the field,
but which are held for use as reinforcements or for scpnrate
missions under GHQ,

n 7, ‘me wmv is composed of a headquarters, certnln organic
army troops and a varl~bk number of dlvlshms; these divl-
810ns, together with certain auxlllary units called corps troops,
are organized Into armu corps, each with a corps headquarters,
In addition, troops of the C3HQreserve and support aviation
may be attached to an army as needed.

Several armies together with certain C3HQtroops and nvl~-
tion may be organjzcd into a uroup of wvnfcs under a desig-
nated commnnder. .

~ 8. The term lar~c WWS as used h this text refers to dW
sloms and larger units.
larger units is found h

A more detailed description of the
FM 100-16.
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B 0. ThectMiouW b@c large tm~t of tho comb~~cd arnM’
n comprhm n hmdq tQrsand ~row)~of the e~cnt~a~ atlno
*Ixi swioes, ~U In c t proportion ond so orgmkd M to
make it tacblcally fan l~~~t~~t)ivcWn ficlf-col~lh~ned fo~cc
cop~bk, to a MMmd , of Mcml~c~ent ac~jon.

R ‘iO. The. orfimkatlo of th(! different mvns and scrvlccs
(see Chapter 21 IS a to the most cmciellt mrntlon Of
thdr weapons nnd t 1 fmhmen~~ n~~d to tl~e formation
find (iist~~bWion of fmw~mw Jn mnbat.

In cnch arm and e elementary utlit comprkcs W
)~rgest number of ents thnt cRn be SUCCCSW1lY
hmxiled under a s . mm el~~nen~~v u~~ts are
combined into a c knllar unit which is the b~slc
administrative unit anfi lncMes all the agencies required for
subsistence, lnter!or /economy, nnd mlmluistration (see
AR 245-5),

I

.

The battabt or d ilar un~t is the imsic tactical unit in
which the’ essential d ments ncce.swiry for Instruction, ma-
ncuvcro and combat ar conveniently mwmged and organized.
M js Composeci of a hindquarters, two or more companies or
similar units, and cerUaln special ekmcnts, organic md at-
trmhed. Which IN it forl B mksion rcmalrlng the application of
Uw essentinl means pektalning to the arm or scrvlce. Unless
mgnnlzed as a scparaib battallon it hns no administrative
fmlctlons. {See AR 240-5.)

The rcgimmt is both an administrative and a tactical unit.
O&lhmrily, It consfsts @ a he$dquartcm, a headquarters com-
pmy md service comfiany, eNhcr mpnrnto or combined, mid
two or more bcttalion~ or slmil~r unjts. It nmy also Inolude
a company or simllax unit in which ccrt~in speclaI weapons
and means, supplementing those of the battalions, are assem-
hkd for economy, Mstructjon and administration. U3ee
AR 235-5.) In the Air Corps the corresponding admhMrn-
tl~$eand tnctlcal unit i$ the group,

@ 11. In the interest of economy and In order to facllltnte
greater flexibility In the a$sjgnmcnt to tasks, the mcons not
MMually ‘required by a un!t nrc WOICCIand organically as-
s~med to the next k@r Wilt. ~ese means We then allotted



.

X 13, The dctnlls o~ or~mdmtkm of the field forces, nnd
the amounts and kinds of transportation fm.i major Mms of
equipment are publlshed In current War 13cprulment TaWx
Of Organlzntlon &xi TnMcs of BRsio Allowances. ‘IIle orca n-
izatkm of Mugcunits nnd their road spaces mcl the technical
lkracilogMcal data arc given in MWM..

TERRITOllIAL OR(lANIZATION

U 14. The theater ot war comprises those orens of kinci and
sea which am or may bccomo directly involved In the opcx-
ations of WM.

B 15, The thcalcr of opcraWns comprhes the nrcn of the
theater of war in which operations are or may be concluctcd.
W is designated by the War Department and comprises in-
Mlaliy territory that is to be occu~ied or defended. It 1s
dMded normaliy into a combat zone and a communications
Zone. q

U 18. TM txnnbaf zone comprises the aren of the theater
of ~erations required for the ective operations of the conl -
Mant forces,

M Is divided !nto army, corps, find dlvlsion nrcos, cnch
comprlslne the zone of opfxations of the unit to which tt
p@81ns* 4
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X l& ‘llIc zatle of ● the Mcrkw M general comprlscs the
nfitfomtl territory wlthfn the contlncntnl Bmlts of the United
S[Wes, CXCIUSIVCof nrcas Included hI the theater of operations.

IU M), Tile d~talls of orgmlzntim Of Lhe theater of war and
Its-tcrritorkil subdivisions nrc given !n FM 100-16, nnd in
Mstructjons relative to: mobllhmtion publlshed by the war
D~partment..

CHAPTER 2

ARM9 AND SEItV3CES

K 20. CiENERAL.-TlIe Units comprising the Army of the
United States pertain to two functional subdivisions, the
mms and the services.

The arms engage directly In combat and are known collcc-
thwly ~ the lhm of the Army. The arms are: the Infantry,
{he Cavalry, the Field Artillery, the Coast Artillery Corps,
the A@Corps, the Corps of Engineers, and the Signal Corps.

The services are charged with serving the line of the Army
by performing the necessary functions of admlnistratlon,
SNpp]y, replacement, hospital~zation, and evacuation. For
Iurther details see FM 100-10.

~ 21. No onc arm wins bnttlcs. The combined action of
@ arms and servtces 1s essentiai to success. The character-
iSMCSof each arm and service ~dapt it to the ~rformance of
M special function. The higher commander coordinates and
directs the action of all, exploiting their powers to attain the
ends sought.

INFANTIIY

?k 22. ~C ‘hjmt~rg is charged with the principal mlsslon
Jn tmtlie. It i: essentially the arm of close combat. I’IIIS
I%IW,rather than the nature of MI nrmament, distinguishes

‘the Xnfnntry ti an arm, .
The prhnarft WWon of the Infnntry in WC nttnck is to

~C1OSCwith the cncrny ml dcsttoy or cntlturc hlm; In defense,
Lo hold its own positlonso” check !.hc enemy’s ndvancc, and
throw Mm brick by couni k~attock.

6
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a 23. Infantry acti??by fke, movement, nnd shock act km, com-
bining thcsc rncnns of action h comlmt. By fhgc, It hMcts
losses on the enemy and neutrnllzes his combat POWCY;by
movement, it closes with the enemy and m~kcs its fire more
effective; by shock action, it completes Lhe deshwctlon of W
enemy in close comixit.

● Infnntry 1s CRPIMC of independent nction Ihm@I the
employment of Its own weapons. Its oflcnsivc power, how-

~ ever, frills off apprcciab)y when freedom of nutncuvcr is lim-
ited or when confronted by nn organized cMenslve position.
Under these conclltlons the concentration of the flrc of sup-
porth~g nrtillery md other arms is neccssmx Tlm defensive
power of Infantry reaches a maximum when the Infantry
occupies ml orgnnlzed defensive position or the cncrny ’s free-
dom of maneuver is restr!c~ed. However, under tl]csc COMI-

~ tions, the vulnernblUty of the Infantry to neutralization by
artillery fire and nir attack 1s correspondingly increased.

~ 24, Infantry is equipped with an armament adallted to its
role ns the arm of close combat. lts prlnclpal offcllslve wco-
pens are the rifle nnd bayonet and the light machine gun, Its
mortars and heavy mnchinc guns rcinforcc the fire power d
the rlflc units ml contribute to the attdnmcnt of fire supe-
riority upon which their abiltt y to advance depends. CurvCd
trajectory weapons (mortars and grermdes) me utiIiml at,
close and mcdlurn ranges to attnck personnel protected
against flab trajectory fire by deflkte or cover. Shock action
M pro~lded by tanks which asdst rifle urdts In ckdlng with
organized resistance.

The automntic and nntltank weapons of Infmtry Incmsc
its dcfenslve power even on extended fronts. This power js
augmented by proper utilhatlon of the terrain find by organi-
zation of the ground, thereby provldlng mobile rescwcs.

When the sltuathm so refwhs, elmmts of athcr arms are
, attached to Inlnntry for combnt.

R 2S. Tank tmfh mo orgnnkdly mdgncd to CINQ rcscm
and hnbltutdly allotted by it to larger units for mnilol mcnt LO
dMslom9 opcrathg In terratn favorable for the crnploymenh
of tanks,

()
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OrcMnmUy,treks do not pnrticlmtc in plmses CMcombat
prior to the mmuit, To develop thclr full power t~nks must
bc glvcn ~. well-dcflned obJcctlvc, Kumchcd with surprise nnd
cmpk’wd in mass; If cn~agcd plcccme~l, they wffer rapid
destruction from the concentrated flrc of artillery nnd anti-

- tank wca]29ns.

H 20, The con~bnL nctlon of tanks is csscntlally offcndve.
They constltuto a powerful maneuvering force in the hinds of
a higher commander wilh which to h~flucoce the course of
combat, In case of a breok-throu@, they can penetrate’
deeply into the hostM position and Mock the enemy’s re-
serves and artillery. In the defense they constitute an eflective
menns of counterattack.

As R rule, tanks are employed to assist the sdvmce of
infantry foot troops, either preceding or accompanying the
infmtry assault echekm. They attack successive ojecthm
which coincide with those of the supported infantry foot
troops; these objectives should Jncludc those termln features
which will mask the tanks from hostile viewt

X 27, lnfontry can move in rdl kinds of terrnln; its opcratlve
mobility can be greatly hmwsed by the use of motor trnns-
port. Its nbillty to move in small and inconspicuous forma-
Uons enables it to take advantnge of covered routes of
apjwo~ch and minor accidents of the terra!n. In both attack
and defense, it can utillze the tcrraln so as to develop fully
M own fire power and minimize the effect of tmstlle fire.

~ 28, Infantry has the hardest task !n battle: lts kwses are
ako the grcntest. Its cmntmt potocr rests prlmarlly on the
morale and fighting ability of the individual soldier and the
Iemiershlp of its subordinate comm~nders. The demnnd$
thnt are made on the Physlca] nnd moral strength of Infantry
dtlrlng crlscs in opekatlons require that at other tlmcs com-
mrmdcrs trike all posslblc mensures to conserve Its cncrg[es,
fitlrnulat,c Its morale, nnd mdtivntc the inJtlnthm nnd nfihthg
SDIIWof the Infanky sokllcr.
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IB 29. Cfu)alry 1s
its Spcch’tl Vfituc*

FIELOSERVICElUUIUL~l’10N5
*

CAVALRS‘

characterized by a high clegrcc of nmbilil,
is dcr[vcd from the rnpldity ntjd case w’i

which its power cm be displacwl from one position or loc~ll
to nnothor.

Cnvdry finds Its most intensive appllcdion tmdct cent
tlons which pcmlt complete freedom of nxmeuver and tl
cxercisc of its power of moblllty; its utility bccomcs limit
as conditjon$ m? cre~tccl tending to rcstrlct freedom
mnncuvcr.

~ 30, T& tnoIMMy Of cavalry erinbks it to opcmte on c
tended fronts nnct nt considerable distances f~om the mn
friendly forces. It thus extends the. scope of operations
large tmlts and secures to them the ncccss~ry freedom
maneuver.

CnvalrY exccutcs the missions of rcconnaissm~ce, counte
reconnakance. and security for lnrge units. It delivers cor
bat separately nnd in combination with the operations
other arms, extendhlg qnd supplementing their nction whc
speed, surprise, or distant action is required.

In cooperation wtth the Air Corps, Cmmlry 10C8WSt]
enemy, mnjntnins contact with him, and procures for ti
Mgher command the cs.scntkd information which it rcqulri
ln tts covering operations, Cavalry k employed to screen t]
movements of large units.

‘~ 31. Cavalry constitutes a mobile comlmt force in the hm
of higher commanders. It !s especklly ndnptcd to the exec
Mon of combat mksions where rapicii~y of movemmt is r
quired. This rapkiity of movement enables Cavalry to tfi
mhmntage of opportunities to strike a sudden Now @ we~
points in the hostfje depositions find to meet critical situ
tions arising in the collrsc of operations. . The mobility tu
fire power of Cfivdw make it an effective mains of conduc
lng delaykw action over Conslderablc fronts and dcp[hs.

~ XL cavalry fights on a rektivcly broad front mxi S}igi

depth. In the smdhx Mb the grcnkr pnrL is h~ tIICcomb
echckm so thnt local reserves are rfxluccd to n m Inimm
&trong reserves me, on the other hnnd, often held mtt by H

I
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Uwgecw;h’yunits. 3npr!nciplc, ~Qclfitivelywcfik forces, de-
PkYCd In groups, cmlalo the emny on the front while the
prh~cipal forces, Wacklng wtlh MWMUYand by surprise,
Mko the hostile forces Jn flmk mcl rear.

U 33. Cmmlry comprises both horse md mechanized unib;
they m? used h combkmtton so that the qne supplements
the other. Home Cavalr& cnn opernte in ahnost any temah
except swamps; mccha?tfmxt Cavalry srcks terrain that w1ll
perm~t the nmxhnum development of its fire power and
mtibilitya .

m 34. ~~orsc Cauahy is equipped with wenpons similar to
thQsc of Infantry and hns consldet’able Ore power; It is pro-
vided with means for observation and rapid communlcatlon,
scout cars for reconnaissance and motor transport for supply.

Horse Cavalry habitually maneuvers mounted; it ordinarily
fights ~OXIfoot. Distant separation of troops from their
mounts is avoided. As n rule, mounted action 1s combined
with dismounted action. Mounted action by large cavalry
units is exccpttonal. Small units may nttack mounted when
opposed to an inferior or demoralized enemy, or when the
nttack can be delivered from C1OSCrange by surprise.

= 35. ~echanized Cavalry 1S equipped with armored f)ght-
ing vehicles; its weapons are similar to those of horse Cavalry
and include a high percentage of automatic weapons. Ita
principal means of comtnunlcatlon k radio. In combat, it
k difllcult to control; It is sensitive to obstacles and conditions
of terrain, and is subject to neutralization by artlllcry fire
and air atlxck.

Mechanized Cavahy finds MSprincipal role in employment
fm dktant missions covering a wide area. If properly sup-
portid U can seize an object!ve but canrot hold it for 8 pro-
kmg~d mrlod wlth~~t the support of Infantry or horse
Cavalry, md m%jllery.

Because of its grcnt mobility, armor protection, and fire
Imwer, mcchnntzed Cowdry is oble to intcrvcnc rnpldly at a
kisivc point jn bnttk nnd IXOC!UCOa powcrfut cfTect. on
the oflcrtslvc, me6hnnked Cnvnky k the csscntkd Oombat
~cans for exploitation of a success: on
mu.tjc~lar~y useful in n counl.cmltmk

9
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& 36. Tha efYlclcnCyof Cnval&Oydopcnds h~ IIUIXILmm w rc
upon the conditton of M mounts MId Ihc mnlnkmmx? of
Its mochmizcd vehicles. , AdequMc jxovlst on must be m o(1P
for the rest find subsistence of Nulnmls nnd for ‘the mo Inl ~-
nnnce nnd upkeep of combat w?hlcles, l’he strcn~th of C;nv-
ah’y must not be frlttercd wmy in sccond~ry unclcrtakl IWS
so m to render it Inndcquatc for the execut(on of its pr~ncfpnl
missions,

The Wncmblllty of large mounted and meclmnized formn -
Wms to air attnck frequently impmrs on Cavnlry the nc@s-
sity of executing Its movements by night or of nmrching In
several columns or tactical groups. - t

~ 37. Olher mm are combined with Cwdry in the cmw by
dlvlsion. 1

Cavalry does not constitute an organic clement of lnfo~try
divisions. Cnvalry units are attached to large units (nom
hlghcr comnmnds as required by the sltuntlon. I

I
Several cavalry dMslons may be combined hto a cm % y

1corps for the execution of a spechd mlsslon. Large CRV-1ry
units are frequently reinforced by motorlzcd Infnutry and hd-

.ditlonal Field Artillery; the attachment of these tndt is

i
usually indic~ted when strong hostile resistance is nntlcjpo ecL

FIELDARTILLEnY

\

~ 30. Flchi ArMlcru h m nrm of relntlvcly long -rnnge co n-
bat. Flrc la Us sole means of comlmt. It contributes to t e
movement of the entire force through “the fire SUIXXX%whl h
It renders ether arms; jts own movement 1s to insure t Is
support.

.

B 30. Artillery fire possesses great power of destruction a d
neutralization. 1It N$the principal means of nttack agnin t
material objectives. Its ~curved tralcctories enable fire

treach personnel deflladed against flat-trajectory WIMUXXMo
protected by ordinary Overhead covw ~~e Wi[le r~dj~h Ot

10
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.,-:. , FIELDSEllVICEREGULATIONS W-431~j,.
@Mhat of artillery projcctllcs com))els ho$tllc troops in thej
:.open to move In wkloly dt:plow?d formnhms. ArtlW’y flmj
~.81s0produces great moral e~cct.,’ i
%B 40. Art4ikry fire possrwsesRhigh degree OS/kxMMtv. lflel~
qwtilkry k thus capnblc of inlervcnlng over & zone of grea~
; width ml depth, nnd of rnpldly shifting nnd concentralingl

.ILsfkc in Accordance vdth the sl!,untlon, without chonglng 1*
posMons. This charnctcrs[.lc mnkm it powdblc to cxmcentratd
the ,fhwof lnrge nmsscs of fleki ml.lllery uncior a common flr~
directloti. Such heavy comentmthm 02 fire are, under cw

~

taln conditions, capable of being directed with annihilat~n
effects against critlc~l ob.iectivcs in the zone of combat
Through the maneuver of artiilcry fire, higher comrnande
possess a powerful me~ns of MJuenclng the course of combati
The efikkncy with w~lch art~llery fires nre maneuvered ~
dependent upon adequate control, close IIahon with supportie~
troops, and efTic(ent con~munkxl.ion and observation. mfl~
c~ent observatio!~ caus~ a great Increase in consumption o;
anulmnition; poor signal commm~ic8tion prevents concen
tratlon of fire both in thne and place.

+
!

W 41. Field Arttky has tuw pThIcipal mfsskms in combat: ~
It supports Infantry and Cmudry by fire, engaging M@

targets which are most dangerous to the supported arms. I
It gives depth to combat by countertmttery fire, by attsck;

i~g hostile reserves, and by dislocating the enemy’s communi-
cation system and agcnctes of command.

@l42. In order to carry out ltii principal combat missions, W+
FWd Arllllcry of a cornmnnd is orclhmrlly uubdMdcct for corn+
M so that a part ts asdgncct LOthe support of partkula
$mits and the remainder retained under UM ciirecthm cif th
chief of artillery of the command. 1

M the .divkkm, certain fle!d arttllery untta ate assigned @
tihe dfrcct support of specified infantry or cavalry units, and
the remainder are retained fn gmncral suppcmt of the dlvu~
as a whoie. In htgher commands, field arttllery untta may
@a.ecd in support of component large unik comprlshg
command. 4 i

k
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me Msilmlmt d dhwct mPPo~t ~~l~i~~~~to ~i~~~A~tllIQ~l
, ~etmlts dlrcct coopomtion with tl)c supported units, find
“‘ enabics it to net WMIIKrcxtcr promptmcs:~ in IWCWW the

xequlrcmcnts of the Iwidly chmg!ng situation on the front of
t+lmaumo~td ul~~m~ Such assignment dots not, hmvcvcr,
Imply sulmrdlnatlon of the field arttUlery wits to the’ com-
nmndcr of the unit supported. So long us the hjghcr com-
mander 1s ~tile to exercise ef!ective control of the flrc of his
l?leld Artlllcry through MSchief of artdlery, he does not clclc-
gate” the command of any portion of it to subordinate
commanders,

.

. .
M 43. As a fimdmnentd prlnclplc, Field Artillery can be cn~-.
ployed with more eflcct and grefttcr economy under centra/-
fzcd control. When, however, as the result of unuwml cxlcn-
slon of frontngc, restricted visibility of the tcrrnino or lnsuf -
flclency of signal communication, the SUPCIiOrcomma rider
cannot ernciently direct the fire of the supporting nrtillcry,
he should promptly place It under the orders of the com-

. manders of the units supported. Unity of command requires
that the responsibility for the success of an opclation be not
divided. .

The rcqulrcmcnts of dcccn~ratkalkm in the control of
Field Artillery must be met in such a way thnt the ~bility to
effeot concentr~tloll of tile entire artlilery fire power of kwge
units is retained in the largest possible mcmmre. ln cases
where the clircctlon of Qrtiliery fire has been deccntrdizcd,
higher &Mllery commanders retain, RSfar as practicable, the
power to resume centralized control except !n cases where

“t m%llleryelements have been attached to subordinate units by
~ nperior authority.

U 44, The nrtilhxy mkslons of the several large units me
adapted to the chmnctcrjstics of the matdrkl w!th which WY
me equWxxi, and the rckMve importance of the objectives.

●

Dfzddw CZWUCWM most eficctlve in flrc on personnel, Its
prlnclpal mJssIon is the support of the Infantry nnd Cmmlry.
It 1$also emp~oyed to neutrallzo enemy hbservatkm, to intlcr-
dict ImMc nmvemenw, and to Mist the corps ~rtillery in
coimterbattcry. .

la
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tbm 01 M3LM cMcnscs. nnd long-ronge }nterdlction fire, It
js dso employed in rdnforccmcn~ of h fhw of dlvlslon art[l-
hxy. Spccifii mtillery observation units (sovnd and flash)
am ndgncd to the corps artllkwy.

The arrow artiflcr~, which includes only such units as can
bo employed effectively in wpport of the army ass whole, hfis
for its principnl missions dktant Mxrdktion and destruction
fire, and the asslstnnce of carps art!lkwy.

The mWlcry in GHQ rcscroc lnclucics flcld artillery units of
vfiNOUSclasses and special mt!llcry observation units (sound
nml flash). These un~ts are l~abit~ially ~llotfed to firmies for
cmi~loyrncnt under the army comnmndcr or for reallotment to
Iowcwunits. .
* 45. Fj~ld lhti]lcry kj organized WNII a VICWto the most
cmcicnt development 01 Its fire power and the conMtuUon of
s~dtablc groupings for the execution of its supporting missions.

When occasion requires, parthmlarly when there is a great
massing of field artillery, temporary groupings of batteries,
bntlnitons, or rcghnents may be formed for convenience in the
exmmlhn of missions. These groupings are based upon the
n~ turc of Lhc mlsslon tp bc executed rather than usxm type or
cnllbcr. Tactical unity Is, as far as practicable, reskected In
the composition of groupings.

. (?OASTARTILLERYCORPS i
X 4& The Coat ArtWery Corps Is characterized by the great
fire power it can deltver primurily against naval and aerial
to rgets. Xts srmnment comprlws sencoast artillery, anti-
ahwraft artillery, and submarine mines.

~ 4$LThe mkshs of the Const Artillery Corps arc to attack
encrny nnvni vessels by mead of artjllcrY fire and submarine
mhws, and to combat hostile nkcraf t by menns of fire from
Mm~otmd.
* Coupcratinfg in coastal frontkr defense with the Navy off
SMWC,the COW Artillery Corps mans and serves the harbor
defmwes estnblkhcd in thnc of pence mci nugmented in Ume

, .
●
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c81 means; its stnMNtYpermits great accuracy of flrc. T’IIc
provisidn of Dcrmanently installed commun~cnttons, StatIons
and fire control emhment makes Possible the estnbMmmnt
of Qcommon nit dhwction to exploit the flcxibil]ty Of IM”ti!lcl’~
fire to the mnxhnum extent.

Mobile scnconst nrtilie~y cornm%cs railwau artlllcry find
trachw-drctum artillery. Both types cotnblne strategical mo-
bility with a limited tactical moblllty and rcquh-e a co~Md-
erablq time for emplacement. Mobllc seacoast artillery pro-
vkles additional gun fire for existing harbor defenses md
is used M conjunction with other forces to protect harbors
or coastal areas for which no permanent defenses have ticcn
provktcd.

Senconst art~lkwy M orlmnked into groups nmi imupmcnts
in order to develop t~~e nmximum fh’e Power mi jJrOVIdC
Mlcicnt fh dlrcct!ono

M 4!). The gcrtcrnl ntlssim of t,he mtlczfrcraft mtttlcr~ IS tto
combat hostile aim’aft. For this purpose, N k equipped w]th
antiaircraft guns, machine guns, wmrchlights, sounchlocntors,
and equipment requhxid for observation, fi~c.contro~, ~n(!

14
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FIFWD$JEWXCSREGULATIONS 49-53,>8
‘s{gnnl con~municatlon. Those means of antkilrcrdt defense’
,1we combined in the rcfiJmcntro

Antldrcnft mttllery opcrntes both by dny md by night..
Iwctmsc of Me mobllll Y of M motdrkl, nntimircraft artillery
Mds [tself to ~~pid concentration in crlticnl areas.

Antkircrnft artillery reinforces the antiaircraft measures ●,
of otlmr troops and, in coopcratkm with our own atiatkm, -
oueratcs especially against hostile aircrnft flying beyond the
rm~ge of the weapons of other troopss It provkies p~o~ctlo~
fw ~,hoscvltnl chxnents of u commnnd most likely to be sub- .
Jrctzd to hostile air obscrv~tkm or nttack. It Is employed
also in ha~bor defenses and for the protection of airdromes
and othrr sensitive points in the rear areas.

.

Ml50. TIIC establishment of a coordinated antiaircraft de-
fense is facilitated by cenfra2hed control of antiaircraft units.
]n some situations, however, such as during an advance, U
may be necess~ry to decentrdzc control of part of the anti-
aircraft artillery to protect widely separdcd units or installa-
tifms.

B 5L An essential agency of. nntialrcraft artl]lery is its in-
tct]iqmcc servtcc. This scrvicc gathers nnd transmits lnfor-
mdkm of the enemy’s nlr nctJvMies necessary for the proper
mploymcnt of the antiaircraft m’tllkry units. It should not
bc confused with the aircraft warntw servfce which is a
regional service frrnling part of a the~ter, sector, or area,
and serving all agcncles of nnt[aircraft defense. The aircraft
wnrfing service operates dkectly under the control of tho
commander of a sector or area or W Water of operations
concerned.

AIRCOllPS

M 53. Ml~itnry aviatkm ls charbcterlzed by an extreme!y
“lilgh degree of mobility, the ablllty to move In three dimen-
sions, and extreme range of fire power. Alr operntlons may
be redxickl by hostlk? counter air force operations nnd
SSIIfdt’c~ftf~ mcnsmws. hY I.h(?nvdlnbllll y Of Ah’ bn.%%,~JI(i by

otlvcrsc wcit~hw condttlons.
15
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U 64. In gencrnl, air operations involve three fundnrnentnl
tacticlli functions:

Air attack, which 1s the attack of objectives on the ea rlh’s
marfnce by filrcrnft;

Air $uhtlng, which 1s tho act of fighting between ah’craft
In flight;

-Air reconnaissance nnd observation, which is tJlc ga!nh~g
of information through visual and photogrn]lhlc menns
carried hl aircraft.

~ 55. In accordance with the purpose for which ah’craft
are ordinarily employed, militnry aviation 1s divided as fol-

. Jews: combat; reconnaissance, observation, and liaison;
trunsport; md training and special purpose aviation.
.~Combat Wdknq 1s ormmhxxt, equipped, and trminect to

engage In offcnslve and defensive air operations by air attnck
and air fighting. Corresponding to the means with which
equipped,’ combat avlntlon is organized into bombrtrdment

oand pursuit units. Mcdlum and long-rnnge rccmnmiswmce
is performed by bombnrdmcnt types of afrcrnft.

f?ecomatssancc, 01MCIWWW2, and Uafson av?at ton is mgm-
f7d, cqulppcd, nnd trnincd to conduct nit rccommlssmcc,
abscrvo fire, gnln milhry Information by vhunl and pimLo-
grsphto mums, ml Wansmlt hMrUctioris *IXI reports h nc-
CWdniMO W}th tho 01’C.leMof SllPj301’~C(iUBljtSto whtch GrKnn-
icolly” mslgned or ottnched. It Includes both hcnvh+hml-
zMr alroraft and balloons. Although armed for thclr own
PFOCCCWXI,they are not sukbk for air Mtack ox nir flghtln~.

* w
I

o
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R M. A knowledge of the powers and llmltatlons of combaf
ru+dion is n prerequkf te to sound employment. These
powers and l~mltntlons are derived from the characteristics
of its constituent aircraft. oncse charncteristlcs change
rapidly with the development of new atrcrnft.

hmbardment auiatfon Is characterized by M abiiity to
carry large loads of deswucthm M3enfi to attack wfa~e ob-
JCCUVCS,It includes lfght, medium, and heavy bombardment.

L@}It bon?bardmmt aviation constitutes the principal cle-
mrnt of GHQ nvlation which operates ha direct support of
ground forces. (See par. 05,) Its pr!nclpal weapons are light
bombs and chcm!crds. It is capable of ~p~)lytng them d~tru~-
th”e agents to destroy ~ight material objectives, to interdict

I

nul,cs of communication and supply, to render airdromes
cmporatih’ useless, md to attack troops in the open or Under
ight shelter,
~fi~cdium and heavy b0mbardmc92t aviation constitute the
ftcnsive povucr of the C3HQstriidng forces. (See par, 650

w we dcshmcd to carry th maximum bomb loada to great
khnccs qnd to conduct Iong-rnngo strnteglo reconnaissance

!

vcr hmd Snd SCR. Their principal wenport is the heavy bomb.
hcy rely ~rimmlly upon high nit!tudc flying, SJMXXI,defenshm

Orc power. thrimcss, and the cover of clouds for wmrlty,
!hwy me part!cukrly aultnblc for tho destructkm o! heavy
qmtm’lnl obJccWcs. Their radius of action 1s such that they
An striko obJcctlvcs at Q greet dlstancc from thctr b~.arid
i@ll find SCWVICCfind sccut’lty dmp h frkmdly @rritory.
~PwvW aviatfou is charactcrlzcd by lts great apetxl and

mnncuverabil{ty ht the alr and by its oblllty to engnge in tdr
flghllng, It includes interceptor and flghtcr ghwsuit.

37



‘-’ ‘“~~~~tg~~cp~~ pUrW~C~v~atkjn is tlesigncd prhmrily f~r CIC-:,/
WMlve missions in tho nntlairct~ft mcurity of hnrmtd
arm nnd WIWI lilst~liatlon$ fIn~ t+h~PUO@Clf~~~of ~~~und

- trog~ and thclr obscrvotkmNation, Tt exknds protcctios~
beyond the range of msittalrcrnft artillexy and its oixr~tion~

‘ am coordhmtml therewith. (See par, 65.)
Fl@der INWWU Nation hcw greater rnngc then lrNercepW

pursuit md 1s dcs~gned to accompany and protm% bombnrd -
mont WI’MM expw?d to attack by hosti]c comlmt avlntion,

Aithough pwmlt aviation M dcs!gncd Primarily for air
~ flght~ng, it CRn dso be used to attack troo]ls a~~d t~~e~r

transportation.

= 57. Balloon$ constitute ckivatcd obscrvntion posts and serve
as a rncnns for extcndlhg the flehl of view unckr con IJnuous
observation, They possess a considerable degree of mobility
and can be moved frequently without nmtcrial loss of efR-
ciency. ~ICY arc, however, vulnerable to athck by hostile

‘ comlmt avlatlon and antlalrcrnft artillery if wlt~hh~range of
the latter.

For purposes of observing nnd adjusting mtillcry fire, th~
balloon or W? obscrvntlon alrplanc Is employed, whenewxi
practicable, M preference to the reconnaissance airphme
which Is provided for and intended to perform reconnalswmce
missions.

= 58. The fire power of combat aircraft used in nlr attack
1scharacterlxd by its potenthtl concentration nnd cumuln tive
effect. This effect depends upon the nature and extent of ~hc
objecthe, upon the enctny’s measures for nntlaircroft defense,
and upon the number and charactertklcs of comkt n(rcrdt
used wnlnst the obJccUvc. The constnnt thrcnt of nil
nttnck exerts n stron~ lnflucncc on surfncc n~ovcmrn[s mxl
Opclxluons.

~ M. 13ccausc of the spcccl and powers of evas!on inherent
~~ ~11alrcrnft, atr jlghting t8 gencrnlly of a brief durnlkm m}cl
the results me often lndccisiw. As mresult, pursuit nvkMoII
1s hacnpoblo of conkoilkg tho air In tl~c snmc somw thfi[
mtrftico forcc~ can eonk~ol an mew Alr fighting Wlllj theme
fogct bc cnrrled 011a$ ncce68ary to ]Imlt hostile ah’ operntlons

18



w y NKNO; kmlioons me We to conmuntcub by lckphona
\vit~l the g~o~~~c~, Other means of communication between
#W and grotnxi are dropped and picked-up message% Pyro-
technics, fktres, and other visual signals.

M 62, Much of the Cqt,t!pmcnt pertnlning to olrcraft 1s of
a complex and Mghly technical nnturc; its operation requires
highly trained combat crews; its malntcmmce and repair
require rncchanlcs with spcctallzed skill. As a consequence,
all aircraft need constant care mid tnahWxmncc and aro
v@IIc~able to nk ~ttack both h flight and on the ground.
The fntiguc of combat crews and the repnir and reservielng
of equipment nnd rnatkrlel rcqult’e nll @atIon unjk to oper-
fitc from air bases where the ncccssary facllltlcs are provided
for rest, rcplaccmcnt, maintenance, md repair.

The frcqwncy of engagements of the elements of an avla-
tlon unit depends upon the urgency of the situation and the
demands already made on the particular unit. lt is essen-
tial that aviation units be conserved h their employment
during lCSSactive periods of oPer&tions 60 that crows and
equipment may be pushed to the l!mlt of endurance during
critical phases of OllCr~tlOnSe

m 63. Alr lms(x, sultnhly locnted, ~~C(wsc?ntinl for tho Opcr-
nUons of combat $WMon. Without n SUMNIICMr bme from
which to op(wntc, cotnlmt nvlatkm soon becnmcs Impolcnt.

An alr lxisc is an Alr Corps command which comprises
the landing fficllltles and the installtttkms for shelter, supply,
mnintemwcc, nnd rcpn!r Umt nro nccmsary to austnh the
upwatlons of cotnb~t nvintlon. Such s bnsc wtll, ns a Me,
mm’ n consklcmble ctt’e&. Its seoutlty requhwa a wldo cti~trl-
lxItlon of bnse fncl}ttlcs nnd inshhtlons and ndcqmtc mxms
m’ thch’ protcclton.

10
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@ 84. The basic &tdmlnlsfrntJveand tactknl unit of the Air
CWIPS is the SWMWML The gtoup, composed of two or mor~
squadrons, is the prlnclpal tftctlcal tmtt and contoins all th~
wsmtial elcmenk nccessmry for opcrntlan, mnncuvcr, mxl
combst. Tho nexh Mgher Al!’Corps unit k the whg whkh
u~ay comht of two or mm%types of avlathn but will URWIY,
M ever, operate tncthnl]y msa unit h~ the nir.

MINtm’Y aviatlott is asslgncd to CIHQ, to ovcrscn deport-
ments, to Mtxgeun!ts (division and larger units), Rud to the
mm of the Intmlor or other impottcmt arens, “

~ 66, C?HQavhttkm (see par, 6) comprises:
t$trlktn~ /mccs which operate ~s strong ofFenslve air units

to extend Mr opernllons to s great distance from their operat.
ing bases.

De/ensc iorccs which provide the necessmy nnthdrcraf t
defense of the most vulnerable and jmportant areas of the
zone of the interior.

Support /oTces which operate in direct support of tl)e
operations of UN?ground troops.

Spccfa2 ~orccs whkh meet the rcqulrcmcnts for air opcrn-
tlons in coastal defense and slmllar opmntlons in mtnor
theaters. &

R 66. The czvkztion wlgned to m oversc~ dcparhncnt con-
ducts whatever ak o])eratjons may be requkcd Incident to the
application Of the defense plRns of the pmticu]nr ov~rsen
depa~tmcnt. It mny be reinforced by GHQ nvlatlon which
then”*operates under the control Of the clqxwttnent Comm-
ander unt~I returned to C3HQcontrol.

H $7, The uoiatkm orgmically assigned to lm~e units Is ~cn -
erally Mmitcd to recomnMmnce, obscrvnlIon, and lidson
types, SUMM in rnngo snndspeed to the missions to bc exe-
stated. ‘The organization of these Air Corps units IS deler-
mhmi on the basis of the cd~mated minimum requirements
in aviation of the”weral large units. When gre~ter strength
M aviation is r~?(~~drcdfor any pfirticttlar opcratjon, the in-
crowie is provided by attaching additlomd tmits. A portion
of C3HQwinti~n may be attached to or phtced in support of
l~rgcr un!ts, the size and composition of such m~llpor~fo~ccs

● depending upon the tnsk or mlsslon to bc executed.

20
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KUi8. lt~en~i/atlm a~lgned totheao)~c oft/lctnferfwcom-
,

IMses tmlning nnd $pecitil purpose mWlon md such other
Air Coqx ub[ts and estnbllslmmnts w me requiredfor effec-
Uvemob!lhuthn and WMngt fmd for rcpktccment and maln-
tonance of mdatlon in the thedxr of operations. A portlom
d CWQ wiatkm (dcfenso forces, MCpm. 65) m~y bo a8-
slMnedforantimircrntt dc[e~~seIn thezowot thein$crkl~o .,

R /39. The orgnnizatlon for combat d the @vht!on Of @COW
mmxi is n Iunct!on of the commnnder; each chief of aviatlcm
(Qk ofliccr In the diviskm) act$ M adviser to his commander in
t?le perfornwmce of this duty. ‘1’hlsorganlz~tlon for combat
Is based on the consldcmtion of the chracter!stlcs and the
mount of aviation MMEMC, and a study of the alr operations
to be conducted in accordmce with the situation. The
organization should be such as to constitute a suitable task
force to nccompllsh the mlsskm, and render command, tactical
contlrol, communication, and supply most effcctlveo

w ’70. ~le sclcct,ion of objectives against which air operations
nro to hc cllrcctcd is of vltoi importance. Alr opcrat[ons must
be pushed with energy and dkmntch, using every opportunity
/0 hdm full ndvnntnge of surptlsc. Slncc the rcplncement of
f)ylng personnel nnd equipment 1s both slow and expensive,
&o:Iomy of force is espec~ally fmportant [see par. $2). Com-
b~t aviation should be employed in mass against objectives
of decisive hrmortance for the accomplMm~ent of the mission
of the field forces, and not dispersed or dlssipnted in opera-

1 thins of minor or secondary importance.
Ah’ opcwatlons ?myond tho spht?m of action of the ground

forcm nre undcrtnken in furtherfince of the strategical plan
1

of the commmxkw of the flcld forces. ‘lWsc operations are
.-., discussed in FM 1OO-M,

X 71, Combat nvhitlori phced in support of large unlta oper-
WJS to further the mkkm of the supported command. The
surmbr commmder under whom such support aviation is
opcrnting Js responsible for, the nsdgnment of air missions or
abjcctlves, and for M employment wlthln or beyond the
sphere of action of ground forces.

h general, the greatest effcc~hmess of m~lltnry mhtlon
jS sCCUX’Cdth~’OUl?hc~nhll~h?d collt.t’ol. whel~ (lccentrn~~~.
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~ 72, In the hands of higher conmumtkws, suppor~ aofdht
constitutes n powerful mwtns for MIuenclng the course of
combnt dtcr the ground forces hnve bccomc engngrd. The
increnscd Rpplkmkm of motorlztttlon nnd mcchm117~qUon ex-
tends tho possibilit[cs for nlr attack. ‘I’he difltculty of gain+
Ing fire superiority over a wcli-organized defense points to an
increasing need of air nttack in support of ground troops,
especially h~ criticnl situ~tlons when the nvnihble men ns of
support on the ground are Inadequate.

The hostile rear nre~ 1s the normal ‘zone of nction of su~]-
port aviation since operntlons in this area permit the full
utll{zation of striking power against concentrated targets wilh
the minimum 10SSCSand the maximum results, C)rdhmrily,
the most eflectivc results will be obtdned from bombing
attacks launched at altitudes above the effective rmge ox
ground wenpons. Support aviation usually is not employed
ngainst objectives which can be effectively engaged by mmil-.
able ground weapons within the Mne requirecl,
.

COllPSOF E1’#Gil’+EERS

M 73. The Corps oj Engimxm is essentinIly skilled in IIUwork
of construction in the field designed to Incrense the comlmt
effectlvencss of troop~, fscll~tnte their movement, md hlndci
the movement of the enemy.

Enghmers contribute to the mobility of ground troops by
the xepair and maintenance of the routes of communication
and the elimination of obstacles to movement; they irnpcdc
the movement of hostile forces by the ex~cution of clcrnoli-
tkm and tho creatton of obstacles. They Increase the com-
bat power of other arms by technical assistnncc in the
construction of protective works by furnishing them with tht
necessary supplles and mat6riel for the execution of field
forttlicatfons, and by the constructhm of works requiring
$peclal eqtdpment and training,
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1? ‘?4. one of the ynost, hnportnnt engincef missions 1s the
cnnskructbion, intprovemcnt, nnci mnlntcnancc of routes of
cmmmnlcntlon md movement, Upon the succe69ful execw
thn of this mission depend, in large part, the moblltty of the
field forces nnd their power of maneuver. Broad prevlslon of

‘thc scope of operations, careful phknnlng, and the tlrncly
supply of the necessary matdriel and iabor are essential pre-
]imhmry measures. Progressive reconnaissance must c~n.
tlnue throughout the course of opcrdhns.

Of equal importance 1s the mfwlon of hindering enemy
nmvcment. The mobllIty inherent in motorized and mecha-
nized forces must be countered by an jntc~ive ~Se of ~]itary

“obstacles, natural and artiflclni. Engineer troops are equipped
10 execute demolttkms by explosives and other means and to
crrct obstacles of every description. These may consist of
)N@lly erected barriers, such as road blocks and mine flel~,
or of dchberately prepared zones of obstacles.

M 75. In principle, each arm is responsible for the execution
of the works necessary to its own defense. Engineer troops
IUWemployed for the constructhm of dcfenslve works 01 a
special character and uuch other works as are essential to the
general service of the command. They mslst the other arms
in the siting nncl construction of defenses, and supply the
necessary engineer tools and matcrlal Lhorefor. The siting
and construction of rearward dcfenslve positions are frg-
qncntly delegnted to the enghmers.

M 7(L lN@neer troops are ckws!ficcl m @cneral and ~ccfal.
(%nerczl engineer troops include divisional combat engineer

tu~its, and the gcneraJ scrvke regiments sin~ separate bat-
tn]ia~s of larger units. TMr dtttfes me, in general, M the
nature of a plomxx service and cover a wide Ileld.
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70--70 ‘ F!R&l)$iRRVICElUN3ULA’TION~ ,,
I

Spcclal cngtnccr troops !nciudo topographic, cnmoufingc ,
~nllwny opei%ttng, wIWr supply, proton, dump truck, depot ,
and shop units. They perform engineering duties which re

‘ quire speckdized technical trtdnlng and equipment. Most o
these units nre assigned to armies aid to the communication

‘ zone. The requlrcnwnts of un(ts lower thm the army ore me
by the attachment of special englncer troops or by the exccu, “.

. ~km of the work under the d!rectlon of nrmy headqwwtcrs ●

R 77, in priilciplc, the englmers asslgncd to my WW unjt
are resi)onslb}e for such route im~rovemcnt nnd constructkmi,
lncludh~g bridging, as are ncccssary to fadlltate the movcmenti
of the troops and trnnsportatkm of that uult. Work of a more
permanent nnture and construction’ rcquIred for the passage’
of heavier loads than the maximum included h the composi-
tion of the lc&ding units are undertikcn by the engineers of
higher units in order that the advancing lroops may not be
deprived of the services of their own engh~cers.

~ 78. AS a rule, the best results are obtahwct when engineer
troops operate under centralized control. They mm?, however,
be att~ched to a suboldlnate unit when their work is inti-
mately nssoclated with the opcrWlon of that unit, or when
distance nnd hxmfllcicnt communlcnthm mnkc dh”cct control
by W supcrhw comnmnd dlrncult. IIconomy of thnc, per-
sonnel. and mnterhds usually requires thnt engineer work bC

}Imltcd to bare necessities. In general, each unit to which
engineers ore assigned or attached performs only such engi-
neer work as 1s essential to the operations of th~t unit;
heavier or more ektborate engineer tasks are performed by the

‘ engineers of hlghcr echelons. ,

~ 79. ‘I’M ckmenUt~ unit of combs’t englncers 1s the pla.
toorr which is the smnllcst unit to which englnccr equip-
ment and the mums for Us Mnsportatlon are o~gnnically
assigned. Lnrgcr cosnlmt enghwcr wits me so orgmlzcd
and cquippcci M 10 meet the general englnccrlng needs’ of
the unit to which MCYnre wwlgned and
suit~ble groups for attachment to its
Engineer units are glvcn at least the same
as the units to which they are csslgncd.

h mnkc mmllablc
component units.
dc!grf?cof mobility



~:- 81. Signal Corps troops have the comb~t mlsskm of pro-

1
~~Wing the signal Communication of tho large unit b which
(Llihcywe assignwi. They are immed!nte Qgcnc$esof the com-
$ mnnder in whose services ‘they provide channels of signal
j <communication and transmit find rccefvc orders, report8, and

I
~other messages.

~~~ 82. Wire transmission (telephone, teletype, and tcle-
~.graph) constitutes the basic means of signal communication.

1-
Other memxj of communication supplement and extend the

I

service of the wire circuits.
JUWo transmi.sdon is especially useful during movement

~ in spannhg great distances and In communication between
:;-fi~rand ground.

I

It Is subject, however, to hostile interference
smd interception, and must often be silenced for tactical

: reasons or rmtxlctcd bccausc of congcsl.ion of frequency bnnds.
I

?4 8Z. s[~no] b“oops lnstol], mnlnta!no nnci operate lhe signal
conmumlcntlons which constitute the fmmework of the con~-
munication system of the field forces. The control points of
LMS framework me the command posts [message centers)
Qnd udtxmccd mes$agc ccntem of the large units. The sy9-
tcm of signal communtcatlon thus defined 1s known as the
command qwtent.

~ 84. TIIe organization of signal units 1s adopted both to
their technical employment nnd to their dis(xibutfon for the
execut~on of thck various missions. Stgna! troops a$signcd
to divislonst corps, and armies comprise ciwtn~cllm units
for the instolhttlon of wire c~rcuits; opcrutlng UIZUSfor the
opcrntion of mcsmge ccntem, messenger smvlce, and wire,
hdb, and visual communka~lon; and su~~~ ungts tor the
$M~@Yoi signal equipment. In addlllon, signal troops wi-
slgncd to nrmfes tnch@ units for employment with the
sjwnnl Mclltgcllcc, photogra])htc, nnd ~li~won tlcrvtce OC the
ni’luy.
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M 00. The Slgnnl CmOp8cxcrclses technlcd supcrvlslou mwr
the cnlAw SMIM serwicc of the field forces. It supplies 0111(’1”
Hrms and sciwlccs with the techrdcnl eqttlpment Mquhvvl for
the Installatlom of thclr own systems of signal communtcaliono

= 87. Technical control and coonllnn non of the cmploY-
mcnt of slgmd communicntkm In the field forces rcqul I*Ct hc
enrly issue of signal operation lnst ructlons. These ins Mc-
tkms are prcpwed by the $Wml oflkcr of the unit and IWC
jssucd by nuthorlty of the unit comnmndcr lxiox to enl ry
into uct!on.

CIIIJMICALWARFARESERVICE

U 88. WhllC the Chcmicai Warfare Scrv!ce Is rml closmci
as an mm, chetnlcnl troops supplement the arms 10 emplw -
hIK chcmlcal agents. ChcmicaJ troops nrc em~]loytid to pc~-
forrn tasks for whJch they are especially trained at;l
equbcct. ‘

●

~ 89. Chcmlcai reglmen~, completely motorlzcd, are ns-
slgncd to the C3HQ reserve. ThCy 8rC EillOCRtCd to nrmi~s
and ]owcr tmlta M the 81tuatlon rcqWm. They me prof’llxibiy
employed in large scale chcmlcal osmratlons during the pre-
pmmtory phase of an opcrmtion by corps and Mgher WI 1s.

iFor important chcmlcd operatkms, chemical u~~itsordinarily
are held under control of the commander ordcrhtg the opero-
tlon. In glvlragsmoke support they may bc nttnched to dM-
slons or Jc3wcrunits.

.
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CHAPTER 3

CONDtJCTOF WAR

O@WMtALlUUNCIPL~S

~ 90. The ccmducl OJwar Is MC QI% M wnplo{lng the armed
bw!s of Q niiitkm in combination with mensures of economic
and poliklc~l constrfiint for W purpose of e!lectlng a satls-

fnctory pence. It k tmscd on Lhc skillful act~plation $tnd
application of the t.eclmlque of modern sckmce. Ncw mcnna
mc a iways giving it a clllremnt form. These dweiopmeda
must he nratkipnki, and thclr Mltmnce must be correctAy
evahmtcd nnd promptly c?cploitcd.

&l 01. !I%c ulthnale objcctfue of R1lmilitary operations is the
destxuctlon of the enemy% armed forces in battle. Decisive
ctcfrat jn IJUMICbrcnks the enemy’s wII1to war and forces him.
to sue for pciicc whkh is the nalkmnl aim. To attain this
ul~hnatc objective one or mmc iu(crmc?dfote objccUucs may
tmvc to bc dckrmincdo ThCSC ol)Jectivcs must be well de.
fined llIld Dtt!!it contribute toward the Qttahm]cllt Of the
ullhnntc ol)jcctivco

M 02. ~hc sihmtfons that nrjsc In war are numerous. They
arc suldccb to sud~cn imd frequent change. Frictions and
mlstn kes are common occurrences. Since the enemy b abo
free to act, situations seldom develop as expected. (&e par.
181.) Imponderable factors often exercise Q dd6iW? tn-
flucncc. While certain pr!nciplcs, deduced from experhmce,
serve as a useful guide, their apl)licnlion varies according to
C!ircumstnmxm

St $)3. Concentration of su~crfor /orces, both on the ground
and in the air, d the dcclslve place and thne, creates the
cvndlthms most essential to dcclshw victory and constitutes
the best wldence of superior Icedcrshlp.

The ncccssity for ctmcentrnthlg the grcakst possible force
nt the point of decl$ivc action rcqutrcs 8trlct cconcnn~ h the
Shtmgth of forces aiwdgncclk scconchry mkkms. Detach-
ments ctutlng combat mc jus~lfhblc only when the cxccuUon
of tasks nssigncct thcm conhtbuks dh”ectiy to success h] the
mnin bttttllc.
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W 04, Only thro~lgl]o#c~isfvcnctlol~cnn ncon~!nnnd
clscliis Mlktlvc, prCSCrVClI!Sli9CCflOIIlof actkm, mlc
MS will OUthe Qiwli})’. A tfCjCWttM Wltudc u)ny, ho
ddlbcratcly M!optcd as a temporaA’y cxpcd[cnt while n Wfmlflg

m op]]orhmlty for countcrofrenshm nction, or for the ANuy~osc
of cconomlzlng forcc~ on a front where a dcclslon 1s hot
Bought. I

In the O[rcnslvce the commmder must focus h[s al +tentJQ~
on the ob]cctlve; In the defenshm, on the front of
dm~gcr. In C~Jll@Rll, Ofhm9!VCflCtiOUis OCCfiStOnOi
a limltcd period of time. Success comes fJ*om the n

the commmder to select the right time and plncc for c ffensivc
action.

Numerical lnfcrlority does not necessarily commi
mand to a dcfcmive attitude. Mxxior hostile num
be ovcrcomc through greater moblllty, more cffc
Mgher morale. nnd better leadership. Superior
often enables a numerlcal~y lnfcrior fOA’CCto be G
the point of dcclslvc action.

A st.rntc~k~lb’ d~fel~s~veml~~lOn lS frcq~lcntly
tlvcly exrcu~cd Lhrough Oflcnslvc octlon. IL 1s o[tcn n cccsmry
for m In[ellor ro~ce to Strike at an early moment In rctcr to

I

SCCUrC lnitln! d wmtagcs or to prevent Mself from bei g over -
whclrncd by a twowing SUPCr~OA’iLYM the hostllc force .

I= 95. UNUV0/ cfhrf b n~ciwnry h fumly cfleclhmyl the full
combat power Of ~~~~available forceso It is obtained ]through
zmit~ of command. Where this Is impracticable, de nclence
“-rn~t be placed upon cooperutlom T
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● U 9?. The necessity for guarding tiga!nst mrpri$e twquim$

mieqwite provision for the sccutUV md resdhwss for ttctlon
of Bltunits.

● Each un!t takea the necessarymcmres for. lb own local ~
&ecurityas aeon as the next higher unit Ma developed [or

I action.
Provision for the security of fiatJcs is of especial importance I

. M combat.I

= 08. The tnsk assigned to any unit mutt not involve a ‘
complicated maneuver. Shnplc and dlrcct plans and methods
are alone practicable in wnr. 81mpIe action, promptly and
thoroughly executed, is the best guarontce of success.

; = 09. Man 1s the fundamcnt~l 1nstrumcnt h war; other
lngtrumcnts may change but hc rcmahs s constant factor.
Wlcss his behavior and elemental attributes me understood,
gross mistakes will be made In planning operatkmg and in

: troop leacitng.

8 IO(). The conduct of the avcmge man in battJe M governed
more by lnstlnat Umn by reason. By lnst!nct he 18 ~G.
g=ious and prefers to fight In the group. He is beset with
fear of the unknown, especially at night and when alone, and

( ~~~rcfore Seeks security in t~c group. II@ readUy $hCcepb
4 SYmbOJiCideals implanted by tradition and national culture

nnd will fight for time Idenh wlum he Is @roused. His Mst!nct
of sc!f-prcscrvntioq will lndw Mm to fICOfrom drmgcr but

“ iae k cit%erredfrom filght by the di,sgrace he feeh!%ha the eyes
~Of hfs amadea. He Wmta to earn their rcspoct and estaem

as mamurcd by the standard ot mllftnry conduct acccptm by.
..
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the group. In the trninlng of UIC Indhddual soJditr, Ihq
esscntln] conshhwations, there(ore, nre to hAcRratc lhp Imtl -
vktnnl into n group and to CSUMISIIfor thfi [r group h h lgl~
6tnndard of military conduct nnd pcr[ornmncc of duty,

i

U 101. Ww plnccs m severe tmt on the moral stamh a md
~hwfcnl cndwcwcc of the indlvlduol. It k not sWIMc h lJIn1,
hek WCIInrmcd nnd equlppcd. Not only must {hc tnd v{dm I
8dth’ bc phYskmiiy hcwdcneci. buh he mush bc qunil M K)
march, to use MS weapons, Rnd to Cmwfor hlmsel[ fihd his
Wu]sportatton hi the flckl.

The lndivldunl soldlcr must be fortlflcd by dtsclplfnc whirh
1s bnsed on n hiRh Meal of militmy conduct. ‘X’MSdisclpl 11w
must cnusc every man to hnve n harror of the dlsmwce UUIt.
wII1 bc vhitd upon him and his unit if hc succumbs t.o hnr
and endnncct’s MS comrades. An cndwwor to dondtmtc (IIC
Instinct of self-piwervnt!on by the fear of n grcntcr tcrr(w
is resorted to only in extreme cnscs nnd then prlmm=lly for
its wdutary eflcct on the members of the ~ro~~p. As a rule It
1s fnr better to dominate demoralizing Mlucnccs by hm!l-
catlng in the hl(tivldual n proper scnsr of [iulty, n consclnw
pride h~ his unit, nnd a fcchg of mutual obll@on to his
comrades in the group, Wce par, 106.)

● 102. ln spite of the advances In technique, the worth of
the Wdiulduut mnn @&tIlldecisive. 11!6impo!’tonce has rbkn
due to the open order of comtmt. Every Inctivklunl must lN
trafned to explo!t 8 81tuntlon with energy and boldness, im-
bued wfth the idea that success will c?cpend upon his action.

The d~sperslon of troops h battle cnused by the fnfluence of
modern weapons makes control more nnd more dlf3cu 1t.
Modcrra combat, therefore, mqulrcs
cohesion wlthh a unit in order to
~is cohesion 1s promoted by good
accomplishments nnd reptatatkm of
confldcncc and comradeship among

more Umn ever n Strolls
@ve It 8 sense Of Unilff.

Icadcrshlp, prtdc In the
the unit, and by mutunl
M members.

B 103. ?“roop 2CWW in comb~t, rctmrdlm of the cchekm of
command, calls for cod and ttiottght)fW leaders with a strong
fedng of the great responzNblINy lmposcd upon thcm. T%Cy
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:rnuslt bc rmolutc nnd self-tcllnnt In thclr decblons, energet~o
and h~sistcnt In execution, and unperturbed by the fWtua-

~ Uorlsof combnt. (See par. 178.)

M 104. Troops nrc sbondy Mhmnced by UIO cxamPle and
conduct of their commlmkmed nnd noncommissioned leaders.
Will power, self-confidence, Mt!atlve and dhregord of self
w1ll cnnblc ~ h,ndcr to nmstrr the most dIMcult situathm.
A tm]d and dotcrmlncd lcmtcr w\Il cwry hls trwops wM~ h~m
no rnntlor how dlificult the entcrprlsc. Mutual conftdencc
hctwecn the Ieadcr and hls mm h the surest basis of dia-
ciplhm h on emergency. To goin this confidence, the leader
must find the wny to the hearts of his men. TMs he wIII do
by acqulrhg an understanding of their thoughts and feelings,
and by showing a conskmt concern for thch comfort and
wclfnre.

8 105. The combat VCZ2UC of a un!t M dcte~tncd by the sol-
dlcrly qmdities of its lender nnd members md its “wtll to
fight.” An outwmxl mark of this combnt value wI1l be found
h the W-UP and nppcmxmcc of the men, in the condition,
cnre, nnd mnlntcnnncc of thclr wrapons nncl equ~pmcnt, and
in the rencliness of the unjt for acUon. Superior combat value
will oflset numcrlcal inferiority. The greater the combat
value of the troops, the more powerful wlii be the b!ow &truck
by the commander. Superior leadership combined with stJ-
perlor comlmt value of troops constitutes a reliable bask for
success in brittle.

El 106. A hastily or poorly trabcd wit is MMY b fail ~n a
critical moment due to demoralizing lmpre$s!ons caused by
unexpected events h~ combat. Th13 @pdrttculurty true in the
first cngz’tgcments of a unit. Therefore, training and dis-
cipllrm are of great importance. Every leader is abllged to
@kQ encrgctfo action against M&$clp]ine, pank, pli2age, md
other disruptive influences. Ok@ine h - coheshie force
Uutt Mnds the members of a un!t nnd M striot enfom~ent k
a benefit {or all. Its constraint must bo felt not so much in
the fear of punishment whloh \t evokes as h the moral obl@a-
tion tt imposes on the Individual to Mud tlw awnmom lgttur~
of the grow. (See par. 101.)
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,

Ill W?. A cxmmindu must Iivo with his WWM, mt IShm
‘ their dM38QlVIW&dprivations M well 0s thc!r joys nn(i Wmmw!,

BY personnl obsmvatkm and WUXMXICChe will then bc IIMP
to judm WXr nwxls mad combat wM. A commander WhO
tmmctsmrlly taxes the endtmncc of MS troo~mwill ohly

. pemihi himmit. Tho wtpendltureof conilmt strength nmt
c be in piw~xxlhn to the ob]cctivc to bc nttmlnrd, MPOSMIIC

demwis only undermhm th$ mordc of troops and destroy
UMr conf’idenccin the leader.

* $Cotmtdcsh{fl among 0mcer8aridmen 1S to be fostered W
.‘ every mmkblc menna. The 6trong and the cnpabk m:uit
; encourage md lead the weak and less experknced. On stich

8 fowxiatkm, ILfeeltng of true comrmlcsh!pwill becomefirmly
* est~blished and the full combat value of the troops wU1 be
. nmcie available to the higher commander. I

~ 108, A Wlllngness to nccept rcspo7MM2UB1s the foremost
trait of leadership. This willingness should not, however,
manifest itself h a dkwegard of orders on the grounds of
probably having a better k~owledge of the Ntuatlon than the
higher commander. Independence must not be confused witl?
persmml caprice. \

Orncers and men of all grades arc cxpeckd to exercise ‘
7certnin indcpcndcncc in the execution of tasks mdgncd to~

thcm and to show inltlatlve in meeting sltuattons as they mme.
EtMrp htdividuai jrom the ?tfghed c?onmundcr to t?te 2owest
~Wate mud dww remcnzber tmt fnadh and neglect 0/
jypportunittcs *U warrant more sewre cclasure t?wz an error

‘,oj judgment tn the choice of the means.

~ 109. A wise and qap~ble commander will see that the men
tissigncd to the commment groups of hls un!t me compntihlc

, and that the com~sition of the groups is chnngcd as little as
poss}ble. He will provide each group with a leader In whom
M members Imvc confidence. He Wll so regulntc the interior
~conomy of the unit that all groups perform the same amount
of work and enjoy the same amount of lclsure, He WIUsee
that demonstrated Mlclency 1s promptly recognized and re-
warded. He will set before all a high stnndord of milltmry
conduct and apply to all the 8ame rules of ctlsclpline,

32



.

CX)MMAIUIJAND STAFIP

} CtMMAND

= 111, COmnmM IS the authority wwhlchan individual {n the
mIMkry scrv!ce 18wfully exercises over subordlnatu by virtue
of rank or assignment. ‘1’Msauthority 1s commensurate With
the individual’s responsibility, and must be sustained as long
M the subordinate fulfills his lawful responsibllltg.

Comtnand Bnd Zctzcfershfpare irtseparmble. Whether the
command be large or small, and whether the ex&clse of the
functkms of command be complex or simple, the commander
must be the controlling head; hls must be the master m~ad,
and from h~rn must flow the energy and the impulse whkh
are to animate all under him.

= 112. The commander should htwe three conceptions ever
before Mm: the moral and physfcul state of hia command M a
whole, the material con@Uon8 under which he la operating,
snd the capabilities 01 the enemv. A good commanderavokis

,”d&l~ting their combat strength in huxmsequential $@ons
‘:-’or hurasslng them through faulty staff management,

‘-B113. In the exercise Of hl$ command funetionq the com-
mander should keep in close touch with. all aulmrdhutte MM
by means of personal,tisits and obsmmtlori, M is essential

~ that he know from jxn%ofia?contact the menhl, morat, and;!
;‘physt@ state of his troops, the conditlon~ with whl~ Mey
“::nrc Canfronbd, their accomplkhments, their desires, and their
.. .c

.

33



.

CX)MMAIUIJAND STAFIP

} CtMMAND

= 111, COmnmM IS the authority wwhlchan individual {n the
mIMkry scrv!ce 18wfully exercises over subordlnatu by virtue
of rank or assignment. ‘1’Msauthority 1s commensurate With
the individual’s responsibility, and must be sustained as long
M the subordinate fulfills his lawful responsibllltg.

Comtnand Bnd Zctzcfershfpare irtseparmble. Whether the
command be large or small, and whether the ex&clse of the
functkms of command be complex or simple, the commander
must be the controlling head; hls must be the master m~ad,
and from h~rn must flow the energy and the impulse whkh
are to animate all under him.

= 112. The commander should htwe three conceptions ever
before Mm: the moral and physfcul state of hia command M a
whole, the material con@Uon8 under which he la operating,
snd the capabilities 01 the enemv. A good commanderavokis

,”d&l~ting their combat strength in huxmsequential $@ons
‘:-’or hurasslng them through faulty staff management,

‘-B113. In the exercise Of hl$ command funetionq the com-
mander should keep in close touch with. all aulmrdhutte MM
by means of personal,tisits and obsmmtlori, M is essential

~ that he know from jxn%ofia?contact the menhl, morat, and;!
;‘physt@ state of his troops, the conditlon~ with whl~ Mey
“::nrc Canfronbd, their accomplkhments, their desires, and their
.. .c

.

33



11!3-117 F’#E&f)fiMWICIS RMiVLhtlQIW
*

?tceds. Me should promptly extend rccognlt!on for serv~ccs
), well done, lend help wher~ help Is needo~, nnd WC C~~Co~~w@-

ment In adversity. Neverth@%s, be should not hesitate to
erect whntever effort 1s nwxwwy to attain the desired end.

‘ C?unsldcratx and cicvotcd to Wiosc whom he commands, he
should be fnithful nnd loyal to those who conunanci MI.

~ &14,Commnndcm hispire confk!encc in their $wbordlnntcs
prhnnrlly by their nbillty to gain mnterinl advnntagc OVCYthe
encm y with the least Iosses. A resxd Mm for fnllure in n
lc~dcr destroys nmrnle. The morale of o unit is hit of lts

lender; it is not dcfcnted until he is dcfeatrd.

@ 115. A commmxler must bear h mind that hls physical
condition 1s the basis of hts efficiency. Hq owcs it to the men*
under his commnnd to conserve his own fitness by proper.
regard for food and rest, particularly in times of crises.
Neglect of this rule soon renders hlm unoblc to bring a normal

. mind to the so)ution of 1]1sproblems, and mnctts unIavornbly
on his whok cmmmci.

M 116. All the troops mlgned to the execution of a WMnct
mission shouId bc plnced under one command. So long ns
the commmder cm] excrclsc eflcctlve control, hc does not
decentralize. Centralized control is indicated in the initial
stages of on action, in more deliberate opcrntions, or whc n
powerful and concentrated action 1s desired. In the later
stages of an nctlon, in rapidly changing sttuatlons, when com-
munications function with difllculty, or when visibility of the
terrain k restricted, a certain degree of decentralization be-
comes necessary. As far as practicable, a commander retains
the power to resume cfmtrall- cont~ol should this become

“ necessary. . I

-117. All orders and instructions from a‘ hieher to a sub-
ordinate unit are given to tile commander thereof, nmi all
orders and ~nstiucti~ns for anY @lemcnt or elements of n
aubordinnte unit emanate from the hnmedinte commnnder of
such unit. BY this mem elonc are authority nnd rCSpOlM-
Mlity dcfiri~tclyfixccl and Mc channels of commnnd dcflmtcIY
cstablkhcda
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. l)ecfston M to a speclfio come of action in any given case
, Is the mponsMNiy of the comnmmh alone and presupposes
m mmlysls by hlm of pcrth]cnt facts md factors. N h the
l,Rsk of the stnff m furnjsh the commander with such tnfor-
.inatkm, data, nnd advice M hc may requ!rc in reachfng his

‘ d(!clsion. It IS also the fmctfon 0/ the staf? to Chlbolxltc tha
dcialis necessm’y to cm’ry the dccishm into effect. [See pars.
)21 and 108,)

Personnl conferences between the higher commander and
the subordinates who are to oxecutc his orders nmy at tlmcs
be advkmblc, in orcier that the lattc~ may nrrive at a correct
understanding of the plans and intentions of their supetior,
flnd mny correctly interpret the ordms Issued. However, the
purpose of such a conference is neither to criticlzc the orders
or pkms of the Mgher commmnder nor to influence the latter’s
action. The commander issuing the order cannot share the
rcsponsibilit y therefor with any of his subordinates. The
decision, no matter how arrivcil at, k 111snlone.

~ 118. A commander of a subordinate unit cannot plead
IIbsence of orders or the nonreccipt of orders as an excuse for
hmctlvity in a situation where action on his part 1s desirable,
or where ~ chnnge in the situ~tlon upon which the orders
Issued were based renders such orders impracticable Or hn~s-

SMC of execution. If the subordhmte commander under-
stands the geneml plan and knows the end in view, lack of
initiative on his part 1s Mexcusable. (See par. 108.)

sTAFP ,‘.

\ E 119. The MJfl assists the commander In the exercise of
his command functions.

The staff may be subdhdded Mo two groups-(1) the gen-
~CJVX2Wafl and (2) the $pecta2 War. IrI large UWS these two
ktaff groups are mpmate and dlsthmt; while in smaller units
~JIcy merge into emahother, and one stnff ofliccr frequently

. ~s charged with duties pertaining to both st~ff Rroups. .
9“
~ 120. Tho chicj o~ slafl”(cYcccWmlh smtill ttnlt$) renders
professkmnl nld nnd k the pcmmnl rcprcscntntlve of MM
commander, IIc assists the commander M the supervision
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Mu-l!?% ‘ FtELO$B~VICBQMNJIJTIONS

ml cmxhntion of the command, nnd should onJoY his
complete cm’ifklcnco md a conskicr~blc clcgme of inde-
pendence In the performmm of h!s duthw. Hc Is rrsponslbh?
for the workh]g of the whole stnff, rind, ~~nd~r the cmlcrs of
his comnmmkw, far the control find coordhmtkm of the
opcrntkm of the troops. MIs powers of supervision, coordl -
mtlon, and control M the commander% tmmc mre comdcnsive
with thk rcsponslbtlity and are cxcrckxxi to the exhmt
deemed necmx.wy to MSdhchnrgc. He directs the ~ctlv~tles
of the stdf so as to rel!cve the commander of details.

~ 121. The general stafl 18 a ciosdy coordinated gt’ollp Of
asslstonts to the commander, organized so 8s to comprehend
the essential functions of command. Its ctutlcs nre to render
professional nid md assistance to the commander; to pre-
pare dctfiilcd instructions for the execution of MS plmls and
to supervise their execution; and to act as his figent in har-
monizing ancl coordinating the plans, operations, and nctivS-
tles of the vnrlo{Js units and agcncles of the command. (EWc
pars. 117 and 188.)

In large units, ofncers of the (3cncral Staff Corps arc as-
signed to the general staff group while In smaller units the
duties are ]]crformed by ofilcers of the arm or service to which
the unit belongs.

The general stnff of a unit is organized ~nto four or more
subdhdsions comprising the principal functions of command
as follows: personnel, mllltary intelligence, operations and
trahing, md supply. In large units e~ch of these subdl-
vk!ons k headed by an resistant chief Of ?hff who supervises
the actlvitlcs of his group !n the name Of the commander and
soleIy with a view to un!ty of command.

~ 122. ‘I’M WCCM shIf7 Jncludes those ofllcers of the VnTI-
ous arms and scrvlccs who may be nsdgncd to R hcmlqmwtars
for tcchntcnl, supply, nnd mimlnlstxatlve purposes. ~crtn[n
of these ofllccrs hnvc no dutlcs other thnn staff dutim, WhIIC
others hnvc slnff dutlcs Jn addltlon to thclr prlmnry func-
tions m commanders of combnt or scrvicc troops. It is the
duty of cnch spec!d stnff ofIlcer to keep the commmdcr and
the gencr~l staft group constantly inforrncd as to the condi-
tions and capabllltlm of his particular m’m m’ scrvlcc.
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81 123, Far opordlms in the flcld, a shff Is usually organized
into two cchclons or pnrties, one of whtch accomp8nk+9 the
cmnmnndcrc (q%opflrso210 and 230.) Ille cftictent opQra-
tkm of n stnff depends hrgdy on Its proper functional or-
gnnizatlon and the distribution of work nnd cooperative $pltit
m~mng lts mctnbcrs. (Bee SC)FM)

X! 124. To Insure cflcctk? coordndhn Wzfsat oflcm are
often sent to subordinate and adjacent heodquarter$. ~ey
,SCCkto ICFUIIthe :ns~nctlons and plnns of the commamler
tO WIXUIIaccredited, and present their own commander’s
vkws concerning the slhmtion and W conduct of operations.

liaison Miccrs are habMaI1ysent from supporting to sup-
ported units. They act as advisers on the stafl of the com-
mnnder of the unit to which sent on matters concerning the.
supporting arm.
“ A liaison ofIlcer assists in keeping hls own commander cur-
rcn tly jnformeci of the progress of the operations together
wilh his impressions thereof. He does not return to his
henclquarters or unit until his mfssion is fulfilled or an im-
n~erilate pcrsond report becomes necessary. The presence of
o I!nIson ofilcer does not rellcve a subordinate commander of
the duty of keeping his superior lnformcd of the sitimtlon
through normal channels.

~ 125. In every headquarters there is a constant tendency to
multip?y personnel, expand the functions of stafT adminis-
tration, and accumulate records and o!llc~ equipment, The
comrnarxicr must limit such expansion to an esscnt!al mM-
murn and organize his headquarters so as to maintah its
re4dhxw for pl ompt movement.

The organization, ftmctlons, and duties of the various divi-
SIOPSmd scctloris of the gencrel and speclnl staffs of large
udts, and the corresponcitng stnff subdivltiions of smaller
units are prescribed in SOFM.

#
.
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NW’ELLJIC3ENCI!AND COUNTERJNFORMAT1ON

INTELLIGENCE

@l 126. In order to plan wd conduct oporfitkms, as well as
b gwwd ~galnst surprke, a comrnandev should know as
much RSIXWU.IICnbout the theater of operations and pmWcu-
larly nbout the e~~cmy’s capnbilltkm l’k ~jlfor~~~~~l~nOn
which this knowledge depends 1s gathered from ninny sources
of vwying credibility. Before tnformdion cm be EXCWM!,
it must bc studlcct, conflicting items weighed against each
other, nnct the whole cvnhmted dlspassionatcly, It then
becomes ftttc22fgcnce.

From reliable and ftdequate mllltm’y intclllgcncc the con]-
rmmdcr is able to drnw logical conclusions os to what possible
lines of ~ction are open to the enemy. Milftm’y Intclljfzcncc
h thus m cssenthl factor in the estimnte of the situal ion.

Information of the enemy will nlw~ys be incomplete. The
commander will have to take caiculatcci risks; to postpone
action on the plen of waiting for complctc information en-
courages indecision ond nmy result in lost opportunity.

B 127. The information lnitkdly obtnincd cm~ccrning the
enemy and the then ter of operations 1s derlvcd from War

. Department pcficct~me intelligence studies. Z’his informa-
‘tlon is supplemented by more recent dat~ obtnined in the
field by such menns as air and ground rccommissance and
observation; troops In contact with the wmny; artlllcry
intelligence sections; aircraft warning scrvlce; inhabitants,
repatriates, deserters, pr!soners, and agents; cn~ttired docu-
ments and equipment; Interception of enemy commtmica-
tions; and enemy and neutral press nnd broadctists.

In the combat zone commanders wIM be interested pri-
marily in the followhig information about the enemy:
WVhcther there arc auy enemy forces in a spccificd orcn at
~ partlcukw time; the line of contnct and the identification
of the enemy’s front Ilne units; the locntlon, size, and movc-
menta of hostile maJn fonxw and &e*serves;and whether the
enemy is advancjng, holding hls posltkm, or retiring.

1
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coordinate tho
W Ion and to mdntaln a conthmlng supervision over all the
h~fm*mNon colkclhg wncks fit his disposal M the search
for CSSC7WG1i9@rnhaMn. The orlcntdion 0[ this search for
lnfmxn~tion is assured by an 112@lllgcncaP1OUwhich lndl-
CMPSthe items of tnformatjon of vital !mportance to the
cm mnncler in the execution of his plan of action and in
the security of hls Oommand. Based on theso essential ele-
m~nts, instructb’ns for the collection of the Mcms of lnfor-
nmljon fire issued to the subordhmte agcnclcs, or requests
uc mode on the higher and ndjnce~t units. In small units,
such jnst,rt]ctJons may Ixj inclucicd in the field order; in hwge
WINSthey m~y be Issued in the form of an intelligence anncz
(S~PIU?M, VOLX, and BOl?M>. ●

Jn performing his duty of coordlnathm and supervkdon of
Ms collecting a~cncies, the commander is misisted. by the
fnlrlli~~cnco section of his staff. The intelligence section
rvcommcnds the dctalled misshms for the collecting agencic$;
c(]Ih tcs, evaluates, and jntcrprets the Informntlon received;
oINI dlsscrnhmks the resulting military htclligcnce to sub-
ordi rmte, wljaccnt, Rrtdhigher units in the form of pcrlodlc
reports M ordered by the commander. (I%x form of intelli-
gence report, see SO~.) It keeps the commander and ln-
temsted stnff ofIicers informed of the enemy situation and
of 1he deductions relative to the enemy’s capablllllea. When
possible, U csttm~tes the rehttlve probablllty that the enemy
will adopt certain lines of action.

~ 129. Information hcorrectly lntcrpreteci and Wahmtcd,
or hmccurate or incomplete information, may lend to unsound
conclusions. Therefore, the senrch for information by all
rchclons of the command must be unremitting and its evalu-
aLion must be logical.

Items of Infornmtlon that appear unhnportant to P colJect-
lnjz agency may Main significant importance to a higher
echelon when considered [n conjunctkm with other informa-
Uan. On the other hand, tanneccssmy reports encumber the
mcfins of communication and ~i~nyhnvo n dkkurbtng Mhmnce
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a the comnmaadm. Flint contact with tlm ~nemy 1s alwnys
reporhxi; new idmtlflcntkms are sent in by the most mpk!
monns of cmmnunlc~tion aval]able. It rnfiy be dcslrnblc to
report conf)rzmltionof importmt Itemsof encrny h~fmwm[riono
The effectiveness of o collecting agency 1s mmurcd by the
content and rclinbility of Ws reports rnthw than by their
number.

Negative information, such as a report that a ccrhm
locallty was not occuplecl by the enemy at n speclfkd l~our,
1s frequently ln}port~nt; llkewlse, conflrnmtlon of the infor-
mation that the $ituntion hns remained unchanged durln~ a
specified period of time.

All ngencies of a command are responsible that their im-
mecilate comnmndcr is promptly nnd fully informed of Lhe
sltuntion. ~Adjacent units habitually exchmge pertinent
information.

M 130. Front lh~e troops are frequently so closely engaged
in combat that they arc unable to report as often as desired
by the higher commander. Commanders make provision for
obtaining prompt h~formation by special recommlssnnce and
by sending lialson o(llccrs to subordlrmte or mijficent units.
These provisions do not relleve subordhmte comnmndcrs from
making every effort to keep their superiors fully informed
of the situation. {See Pnr. 124.) ~

U91311 During pauses In combat, or whenever the situal Ion
demnnds, $ubordlnnte commanders make brief reports on
their own and the enemy situation to higher headqwwters.
At the conclusion of n phase of combat a concfse report 1s
made without delay stating what hostile troops are opposed,
the line of contact, the enemy’s attitude, the sltuntion of our
own troom jnchdng cflcctlve strength, and the status of
supply, espccldy of ammunition.

U 132. The best Informstton wUIbe of little use if it arIWcS
too late at the headquartersfor which N Is lntende& (Xdcrs
for rcconnalssnnce should Indicste the time by which a report
is desired by the
are to be made.

usually depends
,.,. . .

commfmdcr or Mo intervals M which reports
Whether or not Information amivcs in tlmc

on the mcwmrcs tnkcn for Its trnnsmlsslon,
.’ ,
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FIIM fiERVIW REUUbhTU3NS NW-134

ln ~ mMictd sitwttlon, reports me made to the next higher
commqnder and to ndjacent. units In immcdlate danger by the
most r~pid mcnns of coplmunicatlcm avaflnble.

.,
COUNTERINFORMA~ON

~ 13~,’”The success of operations ond fhc security of the
command depend to a large extent upon the effectiveness of
mm m taken to prevent the enemy from ga~nfng ~nform~-
tkm rdnWe to our dlsposlt[ons, movements, mndplans. It 1s
therdcwc the duty of ail ranka to prevent lcfikage of lnforma-
tkm Io the enemy.

Co/t ntcri7z@rmatio1t measures compr!se countcresp~ormge,
censorship, countcrrccommlssance, night movemen~, the use
of cmwmd approaches and camouflage, the enforcement of
secl ecy discipline, and the observance of secrecy measures In
the preparation and exccutlon of plans of operations.

U 134. !I’he intelligence agencies of the fX!VCIalUnit8 control .
the cmsorsldp and counteresphagc service in a theater of
opera Iions and malntaln general supervision over all semecti
meos~ll”cs. In hostiie territory the movements of inhabitants
ore st IMJy conh’otIcd; possession 1s prompt ]Y lakcn of radio,
tclegr~ulh and telephone establishments, and other means of
cornmml Icntion; nnd newspnpcrs and postal communications
are w~ppresscd or censored.

COWItcrreconnahcznce cannot be relied upon for complete
protcc~lon from enemy observation and should therefore be
supplcmcntcd by appropriate secrecy measures, includtng
night marches, camoufige, and the use of cover to conceal
the location of troops by day.

SGcrcCYdiscipline requires that all rinks rcfraln from dls-
cussin R the military situation, plans, movements, etc., In the
presence of clvillans. Every 8oldier must be instructed that
jn me of capture he is required to give only his true name,
grw?c, nnd Army serial number, and that tiny other hfornm.
tkm mW prejudice the success of operations and endanger
the lives of hls comrndes. Signal communication WI &
closely supcrvki to !nsure compliance with the reguIaticIiM
MM w 10 the transmkskm of information nnd Sn3truaUons.
Onjy tthose orders, documents, or mnps nbsohitely M@en-
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JInblo to o~rotiofia w!II bo taken into act!on, and every effort
WM be mnde to destroy n11such papers when Lhcrc is o risk
of Cfiptum. ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ,

‘ U 136, Spmlttl prccautkms m tmken in the preparation of
plnns of operations to nvo~d thclr prematutc CMC1OSUM.In
the vnr!mls phases of their development only so much IScom-
mlll~icnted tosu~rdinntcs asisnece=ary totllccfilcic]]t exc-
cutkm 01 tmignccl mlsslons. For reasons botl~ of sccrccy and
of slmpllclty, it !s generally tmdcslrable that the operation

‘ orders of my unit rcproducc h their cntlrety the provisions
of the orders of superhn’ units. (See par. 130.) Special pM-
c~utions are taken In the safeguarding and transmission of
secret and confldcntlnl documents. (See AR 380-5.)

M 136. CounterinformMJon k supplemented by positive meas-
ures deslgncd to deccivc or mislead the enemy m to OUr
dispositions and intentions,

.
CHAPTER 6

,, RECONNAISSANCE

GENERALPRINCIPLES&

E4137. Recmtnahsizncc is the operation of obtnining informa-
tion ~n the field by troops sent out for thnt purpose. 7%c
information concerns the enemy, the terrain, and the resources
of the theater of operations. 1

It ts executed in conformity with the principle thnt contoct
with the enemy must be gained at the earnest practicable

● moment and once gained k never lost. #
Depending on the locnt~on of the objective nnd the phase

of operations, reconnnfssancc !s classlflcd as dkhmt, CIOSC,4
and battle rccormalswmcc.

R 138. ”DUM reconnnhwancc !s the mission of the Wnt,ion
nnd the lnrgc cmudry unlta of the field (orcca. It prmws UIC
Mformntion upon Which the slrntcglcal nnd opcm.tlvc dccl -
slons and the phms of the Mgh command arc bfwccl. Thc
infornwtion gnhmd by the medium nnd lmug-rmvgc rccon -
nds$mce 8Watlonof the nrmy and higher conmmnd enables
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tho conlmnnclcr of the fiek! fowa to 8~v0 t~ PrOWr or@t@-
tkm l~othe recmmaissmwe activlt!es of the cwudry. Distant
rccommlssnnce k dealt Wh in FM 100-15. .

~ 1M). C2&C recc)nnalsxmnce begins as the opposing ground
fnrcrs Qttpproach contnct, It furn!shcs the comnmnder with
t?m h~forrtmtion upon which he mnkes his UMMCR1cicclsfm,

and cmst~tutes the basis for engagement with the enemy.
Close reconnaissance Is executed by the QvIMW md cavalry
assl~ncd to Jarge units and by rcconnakmince detachments
of olhnt artns wh!ch supplement the gencxwl reconnafmance
of the aviation nnd cavalry. The forces employed in close
reconnaissance may vary in strength from a single observation
alrp!nnc ob p~trol to n force composed of all arms.

m 140. kttle zxconnaissancc includes the continuous obse~-
vat ion of the mctivity of all enemy forces engaged in combat
or hI hnm~diak contact with our principal forces both before
and ~ftor battle. It alms chiefly to obtain ~nformation rela-
tive 10 lJMcombat value and tacticfil dlsposit!on of the enemy
and 1he possibilities of the terrain afid flrc. Battle recan-
mlsm nce is executed by all arms.

St M 1. Due cconmn?i o/ force Is observed in the assignment
of rccmmdssonce ndssioruj. EffectNe reconnaissance mqukes
concentration of the available means agah~st objectives of
,decislw ~mportance. In other directions the means employed
arc reduced to the absolute minimum requirements.

Depending on the situation, some reconnaissance elem@s
are held ava~iabie in reserve to reinforce or extend the recort-
nakmnce in progre% of execution, or ,to project recommizJ-
sanc6 in a new dhwction.

~ 142. ‘I%c commander coordinates the employment of the
reconna~ssance agencicg at MS dtsposal by tmmtuhtln~ @w@l-
concclved #fan 01 rcconndssance. 13u@lcatton of elfor~ ts
fivoldml by the wdmameot of reamrmtmanco mtsskma und
obJLwUvrStmcLby informing subordhmt~a cmwxwnl~ rccon-
finlssnnces to be cxccutcfi by agcncjm of highar conmwtders.

In the nbscncc of inatruction$, efich unit mwmtem tho
~econnaissance necessary to its own opcraU~ns w~th~n its own
zone of fiction nnd toward my unsupported fkinim.



R 144. A certain amount of sccurtt~ is assured hY a success-
ful reconnaissance. Since a security mission t~cs a force to
a dcflntte area, a dual mission of rccortnalssnncc nnd counter-
xcconnakwance shoukt not be ass~gncd to the same force. If
this is unavoidable, the instructions must state explicitly
which mission has priority.

When jt is of especial tmportmce to screen the dispositions
of our own troops from hostile investigation, the necessary
forces me assigned to counterreconnatssance missions on the
indicated front or flank fsee pars. 108-174).

R 14S. A%commandcr regulates the employment of the nvail-
able reconnalssmco ngenckw in such a manner that they WHI
supplement and assist onc mmthcr. Until bnttic rcconn~ls-
sance is begun, the principal reconnaissance agcnclcs mmil-
able are his xeconnalsmnce aviation and the cavalry recon-
nahwnnce units, horsed and mechanized.
, Under favor~blc condition~, rcconncztssunce avlatkm can

furnish CWY information of the enemy’s gemx~l dispositions
and movements to a cmskicrnblc depth in rcnr of hls security
forces. N Is also vnhinbIcfor orhmtint?and dhvch~ ground
rcconnakmnco ngcnctcso lt cmmot, howcww, provldo con-
Unuous or detnhi infornmtkm slncc it is subJect to dcflnltc
Mmltntlons of lndemcnt weather, darkness, covmcd tcrrnh~,
nntfdrmnft ftrc, nnd h ncUvltlcs of hostik comlmt nvlntlon.



(WMIW, on the other hind, cannot obtnin a complete
picturo of the enemy sltuatkm to my grent depkh in rtuir of
the hostile rcconnmlssance 8CIWMI,CavQky ncec!s the co-
qxm tkm of reconntilsmnce wintion h order to conserve M
combfit.Wcngth and direct its ground reconnfi!ssottce In the
CMsiw? direct!on nnd Rrwi, Cavalry can mdntdn contlnu-
CNMctmlnct, Qpcratc under weather conditions which ptoc-
dudc nir rectmttiimmce, and determine detttils of enemy
activll>y,strength, composition, and combd value.

M Mfr. ~}c indiscrlmjnate mhcing of horse and mechanized
cav~~TYUnhs results h~o rcduct~on in the cfIlckncy of both.
To eiwh k assigned U~ereconnaissance mhdon for which It
is best suited according to Its characterlstks.

Rcconnaiswmce units of horse caWrjI hnve the advantage
of grt!nter mobility ncross country and treodom of conditions
of wcnther, terrain, and suDplY. Their speed and range of
actirm arc, however, limited. The great value of horse
ca.vnlty on reconnaksnnce missions lies in M ablllty to dc-
term hIc CMnils of hformation, to observe the enemy where
secrc~y is essential, and to cstabllsh a closely knit recon-
nnlssance screen.

Mrchantztxi reconnatwznce unfts, bccnuse of their road
speed, nrc useful for quickly seizing widely scpmated and
ds{ nnt kmljtfes. Their mobility 1s comporntlvely sensitive
to tcrrnln nnd weather, They are dependent upon condi-
thns of rwtds and weather and the replenishment of gasollne
and oH. The grcnt value of mechanized cnvaky lies in lb
ahlllloy to mwcute n distnnt reconnakxmnce mlssfon when Urne
1s a vihd factor, and to establish an exlenshm reconnaissance
acrcen over a wide nrca.

~ I&?. Itcconnhkumce mlss~ons must be ckarlg defined.
The cmcntiat Items 01 in~omuztbn desired by We commamicr
and their rclntive importance must be expdcltly stated h his
Instmtlons for rcconnnkmmct?. (Eke pws, 127-328, nnd pt.
(me, m’lw, vol. x.)

‘Nw comma.ndcr rofluhttcs~the cskabllshmont and mnhik
WIIIW of slgrml commtinicntion so as @ lusure the prompt
mwl tdhbk tmmsmlsslon @ the results of rcconnml.wnce.
He txwrdhmtrs the cotnmmdcallon to M uiscd between nlr

e
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U 148, Instructions for the execution of rccomxdssnncc firo
included in i’lclcicwdcrsor In an accompnnytng Infclligence
unwx. They mny 81s0be issued scptu+ately,In complc~c or

‘ fragmentary form, os instructions for xccomu%lssmlcc, (Set>
BWM,VOL ~,

~ 140. (jl,OSE

preach their

nnd SW’M.)

?XECUTIONOF RECONNAISSANCE

RECONNAISSANCE.—As the oppnslng forcc!s np-
prdmble zone of contact, the reconnaissance

agencies, nlr nnd ground, endcwor to determine the contour
and identlficfi tkm of the enemy’s lcndlng elements, the front-
age and depth of the enemy’s movement, hls assembly #osi-
tions, the enemy’s mcfisures for mtinircraft defense, ad the
location of Ms drdromcs, detraining stntkms, and pril~lpfil
supply establishments.

a 150. on the march in proximity to the enciny, the zone of
the corps recommlssance avlatlon USURUYextends to a dls-
tjiince beyond the obJective of the command at lcast equal to

the distance of tts rearmost combat unit to the objective.
~mely reports of hostUe motorized and mechanized columns
arc of especial M3portnnce.

TIM nearer the approach to the enemy, the more intcnslve
k the rcconnnlswmce, More detailed Information will be
requhx?d at points of declshm importance near the probable
or actual zone of contnct of the ground forces.

8 “151. The primary mksion of afr recmwafwmcc 1s tO fNC-’

tend in depth the zone under observation by ground recon-
naissance and to secure Mormatfon which will enable ~round
units to give effective direction to their recomm!ssmce
acthdties. , t

The prhcipal objccUves of reconnalmmme Watlon tire
roads, rnthood ceuhn% and CXUSof woods and v!llngm.
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mxi#D mtv8c8 mauthmn’u b151- 54

J@1530 CtWitky units charged with the txecutlori of close
rwxmnak$immc regulate their activity by their mission and
tho nctMty of the enemy. They usually operate under direc-
tlcm of the corps commander who fixes the mxonmiksarkcc
tasks to be pmformcd and regulates the distance at which

I

UICYare to operate In front of the leading divisions.
A cavalry unit ~sslgned to a reconnaissance misdon gert-

crally details separate forces for the execution of reconna!s -
&nnce ml for its own security.

Zones of rccomaimance &re assigned to re-notssunce
detachments which vary in strength and cc!mpositlom aocord-
!ng to the opposition expected ond the mlsston to be executed.

‘ C3reater strength and a more aggressive IWSIW are givm to
‘tho detachment operntlng in the more dcdstve aones.

When contact with the enemy is expected, the adounae is
‘mt’tdcb~ bounds from one tcrrsln lln~ to another. The
length of bounds MIdctcrmh’mi by the mud net cmd tho dls-
14WC qmt of the attcccsstvocrltkxklterrain 1W8. M M@
tiktance to the enemy CMXWWNWS,the Wands are made shorter.

U 154. (Mound forces ms!tlgncdto rccmwmlasance mlsatons



—.

U 150. When the distance between the main bodies of t.hc
*WO Oppodng forces 1s m reduced that there IS no lon~er room
for the opcr~tIons of recomml!wcmce detachments, they firfi



ot the defense or of R covering posltlon to cover the devel~p -
hwnt or the conmmd, and the sc)urccs of water SUpply to’ be
used by the troops.

* 1~~, BATTLERSCONNA1sSfiNcZo-Ba~,t]ereCWit@USWICeCOM-
inenccs when the troop columns bcgln to dovdop for comb$t.
Provision 1s made for the further employment of the CSVa~TY
in the orders for the development. In case of the wlthdmwpl
of the cavalry from the front, reconnaissance zones are
~@gncd to s~bordin~~ units of t~]c command.

u Mm C&ps and divfsfowzl cavalry 1s employed as ~~qu~red
by the 6MWion to cover the flanks of W command, ti fill
gaps, to hold important localjt!cs until relleved, or to execute
reconnaissance against the enemy’s flanks. It partlcularl~
reconnoiters hostile movements In extenskm of the wings, the
exktcncc of any gaps which may develop in the enemy’s dis-
Positionst and the location and movemcl]t of hostile reserves~i

In case no orders are received, corps and divisional cavalry
maintains contact with the enemy, executes detailed recon-
naissance essentjal to the development for combat of the
leading dlvlslons, and screens the advance of the mdn
coh~mns until forced to withdraw by the enemy. !

m 1$0. Reconnaissance aviation is employed prhcloally in the
rcconnaksance and surveillance of mms beyond the zone of
reconnaissance of front line troops and the corps and eiM-
sionol cavalry. Its purpose is to obtain for the superior com-
mander the information on which he will base hts tactical
ckclsions. ‘1’hereconnaissance of movements@ hostile troops
ln rear and or~ the flanks of battle wd the surveillance of
hostile detrucldng points nnci detraining stutions are of
~~pe~ial ~m~rtance.

M 161. For obscrvaffon and Uafson UUWIOU,battle recon-
Mssancc comprises arklllcrymissions, Infantry snisslons,md
command find liaison mlsskm. Whenever practlcab!e, the
drplanc is reserved for mlsskms involvlng the observation of
objccthms which are beyond the cflectlve view of obsmmtlon
posts and balloonsor nre dcfikidcdfrom their view. The most
}mportmit employment of the balloon is in obser~tlon
misdons for the artillery.

●

49

e

.,



——

I
101:103 Fll!bmlmvacl? nwNJl*ATIoNs

1

lines, obscrvRtlonof the progress of combat, locattkm of hostile
‘reslshmce hoMlng up our ndwmcc or of cmnny pcnt?trnthm$
into our position, nnd assembly of hosttle troo~s for Wxmk or

I counterattack, “
, Cownamt and ftaison ntfssiom include the Lrnnsmisslou of
information and instructions bctwccn the superior con)-
rnander nnd his artillery, lnf antry, and other subordl no Ie
comnmnders, and ull observation missions executed for the
qx?clnl hIfornmtJon of the aupcrlor commn ndcr, They nmy
be ordered for the purpose of obtninh~g or vcrif ylng Informn -
tlon as to the sItuatlon of the troops engngcd or to obtn In
urgent lnform~tkm when the actual sitmtlon is in doub~.

DcU’died hmtructions concerning the methods of klent Ificn-
tion and, communication between nir and ground unl ts nrc
contdned in the fkld mqnuals of the nrms.

E 102. The amount of battle rcconnnksancc executed by rc-
connaksnncc and observation w!flthn !s hwgcly dcprndmt
on the alr sltuatlon. In the ass~gnmcnt of rcconnalssanm”

‘ missions, consideration 1S given to the number 0[ mlssfons
that can be effectively executed with the aviation availoblt
under the existing air situation.

8 The methods to bc employed in the cxecutlon of air recw+
nalssance and observation are normally left to the deckion d
the air ofllcer.

H 163. Close ond tntcnshw battle rccom~aissancc by infcmMy,
twtlllcru nng cnginccr units supplcnmnts thc Imll,lc rCCOtI -

nalssancc of the nviatlon and cawtlry. Infmt try IIeconNnk -
SWNX2asmuncs c613ccMirnportnncc When cmmhv is Iacklw m
1s deficient h sLren@I, and when the condiUons of te~rn!n or
the prox~mity of the enemy’smain forces preclude Lhc use d
cavalry.
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M 164. Orders for the cleveloprncnt of a command frequently
assign zones of rcconnolsmncc to subordinate unjti. Each

, unit bccomcs respomdbic for batllc rcconnahsance withfn M
zone of mfwmce or nctiono FMk units are ltfcewise respon-
sllie for tmttic rcconnnlssnnce on their open flanks.

B 165. Tcrrntn fenturcs thnt affotd an Mslght fnto the hc)stlle
dispositions constitute especial objectives of reccmnaissanco.
When hostile resistance Is cncountored wh!ch cannot be
brushed aside or enveloped, a rcconmdmznce fn \orce consti-
tutes the best means of clearing up an uncertain situation.
Th{s applies especially when odvanced enemy detachments
deny information to our patrols. Zlme patrols must then
be reinforced s~lrnciently. to brush aside the hostile detach-
ment, or the main body must take over the rcconnalssancc
in force.

,

For troops engaged in a rcconn~issnnce lm force, the com-
bat action usually consists of a local attack with R Mmltcd,
objective nncl requlrcs n conccntrutlon of means and unity’
of effort. The commnndcr who orders a reconnaissance ha
force must consider the possibility that his intentions or those
of the higher commander Jmy thereby be dj~c~ased. H? I
must ako k prepared for the cventu~llty that the reconnals- I
sance may brhg orI a genersd engagement.

~ 166. The battle reconnaissance of the several arms Is con-
ducted to serve thefr partlcuhm needs. To obtain the full
benefit of the results of reconnaissance, careful consideration
must be given to the element of time when planning a
recormalssancee
i ln~antr~ units cover their f rent @nd open flanks by recon-

naissance detachments and combat patrols. The mks~on of
these elements Is to locate mivancecf enemy groups, break
through the hostile screen, nnd W] contact with the enemy’s

prhmipd forces. They also reconnoiter” covered routes of
appronch for the advnnce of their units into actkm. After
b~f tie, infantry units rnahtain contact with the eaemy by
similar means. ‘

Artit2erU detafl$ conduct reconnaissance for the location of
ob]cctives, obscrvn~lon posts ● nnd flrfng podlians, -d the
exploration of routes of approach. To expedite their entry

‘.



~ ‘1OO-1CW FIELII SIMWICIB ~EOULATION3

Mb nclion, fwtlllery udts send k’wnrd rcccmnokwtnce clc-
i trills un(hw ofllccrs with the advonccd clcmcnts of the com-

mand (ciMskmfil cmdry, ndvancc guoJrct) on the nmrch,
. (See pm’. 157,)

The obsmvation of the combat zone by the observation
~osts &Ux~kison observers 0! the m’tilhu”y is of grcnt VahJC
in battle rcconmdssance. They n~e often in a position to
give to the hJgher commander cnrly reports of import~ nt
combnt events concerning whkh fnformntion nmy he deloycci
in transmlss!on from front line units.

l??~gh~ccr?XWUCSexecute timely reconnaissance wHthn VICIV
to the preparation of the necessary meosures for the exccu-
ticm of cnghieer work. ‘1’heirmost !mportnnt rcconna!swmce
mission is in connection with antimechanized dcf ensc and
the maintemmce of routes of communtcatlon and movement.
Upon the successful execution of th!s mission depend in large’
part the mobllMy of the field forces find their power of
maneuver. These measures must be supplemented by pro-
gressive reconnaissance continuing throughout the course of
operations.

M 167. The methods of reconnakxmce employed by the sev-
eral arms me described jn their respective field manuals.

COUNTERRECONIWAISSANCE

R 168. Coltjzterrecon;za{s$awe Includes all mewures to screen
, a command f ran hostile observation. It [s executed prin-

cipally by the Air corps. wntlalrcr~ft artillery, Cmmlry, and ‘
security detachments. The commander coordinates the ac-
tion of all of hls count~crrcconnmfssnnce WIcncics by msl~ni rw
UDeach n mission jn accordnnco WM M c~pddlittcs.

As a rule, spechd mepsures for collntcrreconnalssnncc are
Indlcntcd M any opcrat!on where secrecy 1s Importont. The
later that counterreconnalssance measures are recognized as
such by the enemy, the more effectively have they ‘sccc)m-
plI$hed thclr purpose.

8169, Counterreconnolssance cannot be rel!cd upon for com-
plete protection from enemy obse~vationc It mtlst be Sup-
plemented by other measures, includlng night marchk, radio
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:$ccrccy,cowitercsplomgq concefdnwnt of the forces In woods,
Wages, nnd ohw cover: pmslve memum 0! mt!akcraft
clcfense; and the usc of masks, cnmouflnjzc, and smoke.

●

H 170. Pttm!it tmtdlon, Mnvailable, Is employedfor counter-
‘ihcommWmae on fronts where it 18Importantto conceal our
.own actlvlty froln hostile alr reconnaissance. It seeks to
flehmt such reconnaissance by nttm:ldng hostile reconnals-
‘sance nnd observation mdnt!on. Combat azWkm may con-
tribute m~t.erlally to counterrcconnnlss ~nae by attacking
1mstile airdromes.

Due to the inability of our own combat aviation to remain
constantly in the air, complete clhnlnation of hostile dr
reconnaissmcc cannot be expected; ground forces must In
my :ase tnkc the necessary me~sures to conceal their move-
ments and dispositions.

M 171. The operat!on of combat avint!on in counterrecon-
nnissance is supplemented by the action of atifafrcraft artf2-
)cry and the weapons of other units. Before the fire of anti-
aircraft weapons k resorted to, cons! deratlon must be given
to the fnct that such fire mny disclose the importance of
WC mm being screened.

~ 172, Capalr# units assigned to counterreconnalssance as
their principal mission seek to defcmt or neutralize host!le
ground reconna!ssmace forces. In the execution of this mls-
slon, they operate offens!vcly, defensively, or by delaylng
action, resorting to all forms of combnt wbe~ necessary.
“ Offcnsfve counterrecatmaf ssance Is most effectively cxe-
cu[~cd by the defeat of the hostile rccommlssancc forces. .
!IIIe ACthdfy of host~lc Patd$ IS mOst COU@?WY ellmhmtcd
by the dchmt of the stronger clctachmerits which support
them.

.

Defensioe countorrcco?tnaksa~~ce }s most effective when the
scrccn can be established behind an obstacle whioh muik be
crossed by hostile reconmkxmce forc& c~va~y f~Ce& en.
gaged h defensive countertcconnalssnnce are, when neces-
snr~, reinforced by infantry, chemical WxIpY,and artillery,
Infsntry is nssigned to those sectors where the utmngwt re-
~is[~nce m~~st be ofiercd. Dummy works have s gteat de-



.. , . , ~-y
W?lwv”... . r-. ,,

.,
.M@M?e we: Cmvtlyy smds fo~wn~d recorttmisssnce dctnch-

““ ~ents which ob~aln loforrn~tlon$ Rttack udvanccd enemy>

‘. ~detachments, or olxtrwt their operations,. . ..,
k’

When a MoM front must be coveted, lt w1lIbc necessnry:,:,,’.

“. *

.

●

to rc%xnt to dcla~tng actfw as a mcmm of tcmporarUy hn-
pedlng the operations of hostflo reconnaissance forces. ..

I The aviation mists cnvalry on countemconn~lssancc by
oattacking hoslilc nvlatkm attcmpttng to cross the zone of
counterrcconnnlwmncc and by reporting hmtlic ground move-
ments, especially the movement of approaching cnvtdry and
motorized units.
*
~ 1?3. The cou?~tcrreco?inalssu?tce~crccn established by cnv-
itlry may be either ntovlnu or statfonur~. A moving scrce~~
is applicable to situations where the movement of a fo~ce
over a wide front must be scrccned; a $Wiomwy scnx271 is
used to scrccn the dlsposlthm or concentration of troops
or prevent the enemy from reconnoitering an aren.

~ “174. All securit~ dctachnmnts are charged with the mission
of counkrreconnalssance. They take the necessary rncasures
to prevent host!le ground forces from observing the main
body. They devote cspeclul attention to observation points
affording views into Its dispositions.

M 1’?6.A countcrrccommlssmce mission lct~ds espechd itn-
portttnce to the action of the Intelligence scrvlcc of the Signal
Corps, to decepWe radio communication, nnd to strict super-
viskm or complete silence of radio traffic. (See pars. 82
tmd 85.) , \ 1 $
... * CHAPTliXl 7.1
“.#. 4“.”.‘~.“t * TROC)P LEADING.$: 1“

OEN~ftfiLPRINCIPLZS

= 176. ?’wop h?adtng IS the art of comnmndlng troops in
Carnpakm In genera}, M comprkms the methods employed in
flghtlng and suppMng tmaps hl the field and the processes
folIowed In the conduct of operations..
U 177. The basis of troop leading is the commander’s deciston
which is derived fram the mlm@n and thc sfhm(~on, The
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R 178, A dccfsio~$OIICemnde is not changed without some
compellingreason. In combat the will and energy of the com-
mwder must persist until the objective Mattatnedi (See par.
103J Chnngecl conditions may, however, cd for s new
derklon; too stubborn an ~dhcrencc to a previous decision
nmy result in Ini!ure, The art of troop Mding also lles h
knowing when to make a new decision. (See par. 189.)

B 1’79, Every advantage gdned over the enemy increases a
commander’s freedom of action. A correct evaluation of the
twraln and the time and space factors enables @comnmnder
to recognize a. favorable situation quickly and to exploit it
prohlptly and resolutely. Frompt action deprives the enemy ‘
of thlw to hdt]ntc cffectivc countermeasures and e%~icib any
surpr~se which has been attained. Rapidity of action is in-
creased by favorable conditions of weather, terrnin, and road
net, by good physkxl condition of the troops, by adequate
means for mov~ng them, and above all by a smoothly working
*tnff.

B 180. The duration of a tactical operation can seldom be
pt’ed[cted. ~uccessful engagements often progress 80 slowly
thn~ the gains made are not immc~atcly recognized.
{ Troops are used up rapidly in the decisive phases of combat.
~his attrition must be anticipated by the commander and he
mwt direct hls stall to take timc]y mcasllr~ for ~cp]accnlcnt
of men, transport, and wcnpons, and for replenl~ment of
arnmunftfon and oth$r suPPIics. Unlta that have been hctwlly
engaged cmnot be depended upon for effective aotton on a
ncw mjsslon until they hav@been rested and reorgatised, “
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%81-182 HELD SERVICE REKWIATIONS

& 181. Insplteof t.helnost coroflll p]nnlling nndnnticll)atloll,
* unexpected obstnclcs tmd fr!ctlons will nrlse in combat. A
I commander must school htmscl[ to regard these events M

cornmonplhce and not’ pcrmlt their occurrence to frustrzl,c
him in the occomplishmcnt of MS mission. (See par. 92.)

B 182. For the control” Of ~roops in battle, certain processes
hI troop lcn ding ore css@ial in order to obtnln unity of cflorl,
They are cnrrkwl out in 8Uch detail and w~lh such speed as 1s
jx!rmltt~ed by the sltuntlon, The guiding princlp]e 1s that
troop lcndlng must expedite and facilitate the effective enl-
ployment of the troops, and not delay or impede them. (~ce
par. 205.)

In any txwticol operatjon, the first duty of the commander
is to evaluate quickly M the available information bearing
on hls t~sk, estlmntc the situation, anti reach a decision.
(See pars. 184-189.)

The commander then makes B simple phzn which does not
require too dktmt an objective and is hosed on the most
eflective combination of surprise, fire power, maneuver, and
use of tcmdn. The plan k communicated to subordhlates
directly by brief, clear, and concise oral orcfcrs, or to the staff

● by a dtrectfw sufIlclcntly complete to ennblc it to work out
the details and lSSUCthe orders.
“ Hmdrtg issued his orders, the commander should take per-
sonal counsel and cons!der the /uWrc UUCSo! mXfOIZtht

may clcvclop in nccordnnco with the cnpablllt!cs of the enemy.
Based on this study he confers with hfs chief of staff and

* orients hjm as to further plms to be made or measures to be
taken in antic~patlon of future contingencies.

After issuing hJs orders, the commcmdcr plnces Mmse][
where he can best control the course of action nnd exert his
Jcadcrshlp, HIs commond post ~fford~ the ~dvantnge of
complete commnnlcntlon and control of Ms unit ns n wholc~
However, whcm opportunity offers and when his prescncc at
the command post Is not wgdiy rcqulrcd, hc vfs~~s hls
subordhmtc conmiandcrs nnd his troops h~ ordcx to inspire
confidence and to wxmre Mmself that his orders arc under-
stood and properly executed. (See p~r. 235.} Hc @VCS hls

subordlrmtcs appropt’htc freedom of action so long as MIS



‘kirksnot Mmmxijze M plms~ In c~$~ of inexpcrtenced or
{;+nowlyorgmized un!ts n C1OSWsupcrvlslon k requked.:’>/.
‘4! 1IH. A comnmndcr excrclscs Wc grentcst Influence on the
;coursc of actkm by the use he makes of his reserve, Includhlg
.,$uch nvlntlon as may be nt his disposal, and the measures he
:l?dmsto conccnt.rntc. the fire of h~s artillery and hcrease the
iolmnc of fire of other weapons at $hc declfilvc place. ‘1’he
Went to which 116can do this wHI depend largaly’ on the

.,ino~lllty of his reserve, the flcxiblllty of nrUWy fire, &nd the
adcqtmcy of the ammunition supply.

ESTIMATEOFTIIES1TUATION—DI!C1SION

~ 184, Before arriving at n ~eckion n commander must make
dn Nimatc ot tlfc Wziatlon based on a consklcratlon of all
the imtors bearing thereon. When time 1s presshg, this
e~timate requires rapid thinking, simple and logical renson-
i~g, with consideration necessarily limited to the most
r$scntlal factors. (See GOFM.)1
R’ 185. In cst.lrnakh~ga situation, a commander first considers
L$c mfssion mdgncd to him, studying Its import to be sure
Wt he undorstmxls what js required of him. 11!s next step
is~to study the terrain and weather and gain an aPweciat~on
of their Influence on the task that confronts him.

A conslderntlon of the conditions MIccting his own com-
mnmi w!ll csl~bllsh the location of his own troops and their

, avai 1abilit y for combs t, the status ~f their ammunition supply,
, the phy$lcal effort that may be expected from them, the
~proximity of acl]~ccnt or supportlti troops md the assistance
,+hat mny bc expected from or needed by them. ~ ●

~ From a study of the intelligence reports and other inforrntt:
.%ionm hand, lhc commander estimates the enemy’s strength,
‘Y,po@tJon,nnd disttfbutlon, his capnblilties for movement and
iwinbfit, nncl any other fnctors Insofor as they Meet the

‘~pwtJcNhr slttinlkm.
The commander then mmfiarcs the vorious lines of ti~on

~oPen to Mm md weighs the prospect of success which they
%fMo. In this connection hc must not frillto em$ninc Into the
:c~pnbillties of WCenemy to interfere with hls plans, Abovc

t’
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= 18(I. In lnrgcr opmwtlons such factors as the enemy’s rind,
railway, ~nd signal comm~micathm nets, and the acthdtks 0[

Ithe cncm’yss avhttion, mtidrcraft artf~lery, and ~ne~h~~~i~ef~
forces assume an Jncrcaslng importance in estimating the
enemy’s capablllt81es,

.v

A cotiander’s declslon may be influenced by his knowl-
edge of the enemy’s le~dership, rac!al chmwtdstlcs, or

* ~methods of combat, However, too much should not be taken
for granted unless a reliable index of these factors has been
galncd through previous combat.

B 187. Having welghcd ~nd compnrcd the vnrious Uncs o/
acUon that are open to him, the commander dcckles upon a
~lan that will best enable him to accomplish his mission. TM
phtn should be clear and simple so as to reduce to a minimum
the confusion resultlng from misunderstandings and complex
orders. , . 9

= 188. In general, it Is the function of the staff to furnish the
commnnder with the combat Intelligence and such lnforrnu-
tion as he may require in reaching a decision, and to e]abmwte

~,”the details necessary to carry this decision into effect. (’m
pars. 117 and 121.)

R 180. The CStimnte of Lhc 81tUfl~k)n 1S a COll~bM)U3flrocc$!
for W? commtmdcr nncl hk IsWf, nnd IS subject 10 rcvkilon In
~ccordance with the chnnge.s that occur in the slttmtlort. This
possibility cmphdzcs the importmce of a simple plan (SCC
pars. 182 and 187) which will readily lend Itself to a vnrkmt
to meet the clmnges in the situation.

I
●

If the misskm turns out to be hmdemmte or if the sikdhn
m which it is predicated has changed, these allered condb
tkms must be conshieredby the mmmander, Wee par. 178.)
Should he decide to defer hjs mission or ohm~geM lhIC O!
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NM and lMJ
ORDERS

of cmmmwidt (SCC
to glvr cKE?ctto his

N 191, The orders
clWWN’lcs:

a, Those whtch

pm’. 111.) It 1s CXC3’CMM
decisions,

issucci by a, commander

regulate the discipline,

by a commander

come under two

we~fare, Mxwlor
ecmmmy, nnd daily life of a command. They include ~etieral
and spccfal orders, bdletlns, and circdar$. Due to their
stfi riding nnturc and wide distr~butlon, those routine orders
tire Plbinkcdor minmogr@cd. TheY me governed by AR
310-60.

b. ‘J’lmscorders or instructions of my kind which pertain
to opcrnlions in the field. Thc!r obJcct h to rcgtNatc the
oper~wc ad tactical action of troops In umordance with
the in!mtkm of the commander, They Include field onhws,
mtn?hfsl~athw orders, and Ictters of fn$tructlon. For instruc-
tions governing field and administrative orders, see fKIFM.
Letters or instruction deal with the strategical phases of
opcrfi tions of larger units and regulate operatkms over mlarge
area for a considerable period of time. Wm @M100+.)

R 1w Orclm mny be wlthn, dktddd, Or WUL Thosc of
mm} Im units are USWMY dictated or mud.

WWlcn orders of large units arc issued in Lho lorm of
tyllrd 01’duplicnte COPle80 Very otten tiletr contOAis dictated
ovrr t}~e tclcpkmo or dhpntchcd by some other teohnleal
@EIm~n~cnn~,in w~~ici~c~~ ~ wrltt~~ aoPY ~~ -~=ittHi by
messenger.

CM orders’transmitted by teiephme or messenger are
rcqulred to W repeated, me content ot lmpart$mtoral and
dlctIWMordersMmndcof rCCOWby the Mdwartaw of issue,*



To give $ubordhmte lenders an opportunity
estlmnte the Wmtlon, and to !mue ‘their
ordct’s should rcnch Lhcm In mnple time.

B 194. M orckr shoutd rml tt’cspass upon
subordhmte. It slmuld contnin every thhlg

to rcconnoltcr, to
own lnfitmc~ims,

(ilc provhlcc or a

Umt UN suborcli-

nnte must know to carry mt his mission, but nothirtg more.
Orders must be clenr ond cxpllcit and M brlcf M h con-

sistcnt with clnrlty; shrt scntcnccs me cgnsily umlerstoul,
The more urgent the situation, the greater the need for
brevity in the order. Any statement of reasons for memnwes
adopted should be limited to wh~t 1S’necessary to obtain in- /
telligcnt cooperation from subordinates. Detailed iqstructlons I
for a variety of contingencies, or prescriptions that arc o
matter of training, do not Inspire confidence nnd have no
place in field order. TrlvIRl and mconink]ess expressions
Mvide responsibility met lead to the adopthm of half mewmcs
by subordinates. Exaggcmtcd and bombastic phrases !nvite
ridicule and weaken the force of m order.

An order must be slmplc nnd understandable, being frfimed
to suit the intdligencc and undclstanding of the rcciphmt.
Above all M must be Milpted to the circumstances under
which it will bc received and executed.

M 105. Orclcrs should prescribe only so far as conditions can
be foreseen. When ml attempt is made to arrange dctal!s
too far in adwmce, orders usually hnvc to bc ccmntcrmandcd.
Such changes overload the means of s!gnal communication,
cause confusion and mlslmderstanding, impose needkss hfird-
shlps on the troops, and Injure their morale.
““C)rdcrg issued by subordinates should not be mere rcpctitlon
of those from hlghcr mithority with tiddltfons of their own,
New orders arc ckxwcr nnd more mtlsfactoryo.

~ 1!)0. As a rule It Is clcshblc to keep contcmphtwj nmvc-
mcnts secret as Iong as possible and to confine knowledge
thereof to a few stafl M’icers and senior comtnnndcrs. wcc

par. 136.) However, upon antry Into action no unit should
bc in doubt as to wh~t the commander wants it to do.
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WELDgWW~CERMIULATIONS 106-190

WhWHIC~ knnwlcdgcof his lnt@ntlon$@n~C~ssarYto l~sure
the COOIWIVMInof the units cngwcd, a comnmnder does not
hcslt~ t~ h disclose them to all concerned. In case of a wlth-
dr~wol, It mny bc cxpcdlcnt to inform confktentialiy only the
next subordtnote commander nnd a few staff ofllccrs of the
cord vmpln lmi opcrntkm.

A commander may find It nccwsnry to clarify h!s intentions
by cxp!nining thcm orally to subordinate commanders. In
doing so hc must not give the tmpresshm of justifying hls
dccishm, or of dcpcnd!ng upon hls subordhmlcs for npprovol.
The commander can share the rcsponslblllty for the dccislon
and khe order with no one. (f3ee par. 117.)

E 197.(WZ2and dictated orders have particular application
to mm Ihx units. Whenever practicable, they are given by
pofntinz out and identifying localities and terrain features
on the ground.

The mscmbling of commanders or their representatives to
recctvc orders is advisnble only when tlic situation permits
thclr nbscnce from their units.

~ 1!)8. To enable the will of the commander to be quickly
undmsfood to preclude omissions and for ready reference,
field ol-dcrs are requlrecl to fol~ow a standard sequence. This
sequence divides the field order into the following princ~pal
pnrts: Heading, lWstribution of troops (in certain orders):
Body ; EMhg. M the body the following sequcnke should be
observed :

L Information of the enemy and frlcndiy tromps.
2. Dcclsfon of the commander and general plan of

m wwuvtx.

3. Tactical InstructIons to subordinate units.
4. Administrative provisions as far ns they need be

known to troop units, or a reference to m ndmtnis-
trnWC order If It accompanies the flcld order.

5, Itastructhms for signal communlcntlon and 10c*-
thm 01 comznmiclposts.

IW further dctalls see MWM..

S 109. In certain situations it may be
to issue a wurni~ order. A Warntng

necessary”w desirable
order usually consists

of a br{cf message giving information which wIU enable ~b-
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i ordinate commtmdem to mnke the neccswwy prepmatkm for
R contemplated qixwhlon. lb principal ~urposc k to I@ n

; time for prcpnrntory :mcnsurcs and to conserve the energy
. of the troops. ~ ,1
+ ~ 200. In the division Rnd smaller unf~, orders arc frequently

issued in frngmerttnr~ form in order to exp~clitc opemtlons,
Such /ra~mcnhzry or&s mny be extracts from W cornpkl c
order or may cover the various phases of nn opcrntion suc-
cesslvcly. The instrl~ct$ons must contdn 011 that js ncccs-
sary for the unit conc@med to know at the moment in order
to carry out its misslono

@ X1l. lt !s Impossible to prcscrlbc forms of orders to fit every
tactical situation. To attempt to do so would result in a
rigid form and a routlnc style of expresskm whfch would not
be in accord with the, tnctlcal requirements, prcsent,ed by the
diverse 8Mmtlons thnt tmlsc in war. (See jmr. !’)2.)

How much h to bc included tn a flcld order depends upon
t~~esi~unt~on in e~cl~.cfisco Infornmtlon of the enemy nmci
be included onJy in case it has not been covered ndcqu~tely
fn intelilgcnce previously dlsmminated. only so much of the
administrative provisions mw covered in fkld. orders as must

be known to subordinhtc unk
Whether the order bc Issued orally or In written form, os

a complete order or in frngmentmry form, the order must
provldq. for the combined and coordinated action of M pnrts
of the command. .

● E 202, Admfnistrathk orders are employed” by kwge units
for issuing instructions rclatlvc to trd?ic, supply,evficu~tion,
and other admin!strntlve matters. TWy are Issued under
circumstnnccs when such Instrucllons ftrc too volumhms to
bc cmbdcd M the flcld OIXICV,and M other thncs under CIIO-
cumstancc~ which do”not rc~hh fhld orders. ‘IWir ntmhr

arxl context can be grcfitly rcducml by the ndoptlon of S1Om\-
Ing proccdums. (See par. 205.)

The hcnctlw and emlkw are slmll~r to those ;f flcld ordws.
If the admlnktrattve order is to accompnny n ftcki order,

Athe heading contains ~lmreference: To accompnny Fc) —.
The body of the adrnJnlfMatlve order contnlns inform ntlon

and instructkms for the commmxl as n whoIc rclqthjc to the

.



FJELII15ERVMXRECIULATIOIUS 80Z4?CM3

U ?(K?.When gin operation k prepared clcl[bcrately and in
grco t detail, awmw covering partlculnr aspects arc used to
ampllfy the orders of lnrge units if the volume of detail 1s
hm great for Inclusion in the orders themselves. As a rub?,
slwh mmexm mre of Importance to n pnrtlcuktr arm, service,
Or WWUCY,b~it not to the command ~s n whole. Annexes find
lit t]e or no nppl[catlon in mobile operations, prhmlpally be-
cmls~ of the impr~cticability of their timely preparation and
dlsl.1.~bution, For instructions governing annexes, see 80FM.

Wllf’re nn annex has but llmited dlstrfbutiono certain !n-
struc Lions contnined therein may have to bc repeated in the
field order in order to insure coordination.

R 204. Field and ndmlnlstrntlve orders and thclr annexes can
be ~bbrevh’itcdnnd clarlflcd by using appcmflccs in the form
of sketches, m~ps, or overlays, Ond approprjatc charts and
f.abks. The usc of such gt’aphlu mnns should be fully ex-
ploitm~. For further details see SOF’M.

= 205. In every unit it is importnnt that a standing operating
prwcdwe bc prescribed by the commander whenever practl-
c~ blc in orcicr to reduce the volume d orders and hwtruct.ions,
oIId to estabkh in the command o common understmllng of
routine opwations to bc executed. The adoption of such a
procedure w)ll 6ave time in the prepmratjon and issuance of
orders, minimize the chances for confu+m and errors when
und~r stress of combnt. ~nd greatly simplify @nd expedite the
execution of operations in the field.

COMMWIC4TION

W zoo. C?cmxW-The efllclcnt cxcrc!se of command and tho
prompt trnnwnlsslon of Inlormntlon nnd lnstrttctions rcqulro
tlm M.nhllshmcnt of rdlabk mwms of communjcnthm. ~om-
nwdcn Uon Is cffcctcd by tcchnlcnl signal mwtns and by rncs-

scnmws, I!Mrc dcpcndenco cannot be plnccd UDortany one
mermi of communfcfWon: ftltemat!ve mcnns must be provided.

In prhciple, oRM!I and messaucs nrc transmitted through
the clmnnels of ccmmand. In urgent cases requtrtng devita-
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tlon ‘from this prlnc!pk, interrncdktto commanders arc !n-
‘fmvned RS soon tui pmlicnblc) as to the purport of orders or
mesfmgcs delivered dlrcclly.

~ 20?. Every commmlcl’ is responsible for the eslnbllshmcnt
nnd mnintcmmcc of the communication system of his unit
and for M efYlcicntopcmtlon m a part of the comnmnicotim
system of W next hfghcr command. Signal systems must bc
slmplc, flexible, nnd properly used by the command.

The establishment and mtdntenancc of communicat,lon be-
tween subordinate and superior units is the responsibility of
the superior commander; between adjacent unils, os dlrec~ed
by thclr common superior. A suppmtfng unit Js mpmsiblc
for the establkhmcnt and maintenance of communication
with supported unitfi.

E 208. The vnrious nuxms of communication nre 60 employed
that they mutually supplement each other. Those requiring
the greatest expenditure of cfiort and mntth”iclare nott put
Into action when the service rcquhwd can be effectively per-
formed by the less cl~b~rate n~ca~.

When hendqunrtcrs nre in movement, communication is
maintained between and within columns by Incans of vehicu-
lar radio and motorcycle, motor car, or mounted messengers.
When dlstanccs between columns are great, avhitlon may be
used to relay radio messages.

~ 209. The command posts and advanced message ccukrs.
constituting the command system of a unit (see par. 83) are

, the control points h the hMml Installation of the signal com-
rnunlcatlon system. (~ce pars. 229-234.) Early information
hI given to the s~gnal or communication oMccr of n unit rela-
tive to projected operations and the Iocntlon and movement of
command posts. (~CC PIUS. 23&233.)

In accorclimcc with tim directions of the commander, the
unit signal or conmml~fcatfoil officer prepares the instructions
for the estabikhment of the signal communication of the
command. Thc$e lnstntctkms contaJn the necessary infor-
mation to enable the communication orncers of subordhmte
units to cstablkh signal communication within their units and
to connect with the conmmnd system. CommunlcWon ofll-
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It 210, The prompt cst~bllshment of sigrmlcon~munication16
[Wit ~ted by the early des@ntlon Of col~~!n~~~dPOStIInn~
wim nccci message centers and the early nrrlval of slgnd
mHts M the combat nrem,

Siflnal units usually move anct operate by echelon corre-
sponding to the echelons in which a uon!t headquarters 1s
sulxlhdded in comlmt. (See par. 123,) SIRnal agencies me
inM:Illcd and put in operntkm at a ncw command post or
]omi1\rJn before similar agencies are discontinued at tho for-
mer IGcation. (See par. 231.) .

~ z 110 Jfc~,~a~e cell~cr~ are operated at the command posts,
nnd Rt the rcmr echelon of the headquarters of the large units
by Ihe signal communlcntion personnel of the command.
41dwmcc~ mcwzgc centers for the reception and relay of
messwxs we empkwcd to facllltate communication with ad-
vanced units or units operating on a flank.

X+tcssngc centers assist the command ancl staff by coordi-
na t1n~ the transmkskm of outgoing orders, reports, and
messn gcs with the available signal communication agencies,
Rncl by expediting the dellvery of Incomtng messages. In
gcmnvd, cryptograph[ng and decryptographing of messages
ore the rcsponslbllity ~f the message ccntter.

.

R 212. Mcssngcs ‘between staff sections of the same head-
qumlcrs, when the sections are located at the same place,
do not normally pass through the message center.

M.213, The meswkgc center transmits messages in accord-
mmc with the clwlflcatkm indicated by the sender, as fol-
lows : “urgent, ?Sq)~iorl}YD“ “routine,” or “deferred.”

Urfmnt messages .—The urgent clm3sificat010n1s reserved for
rncssfM@3rcquhhut Lhe Wetttf!st speed in handling. ord&
IMMy the ur~cl~t classification is used only in combat or when
combs t is imminent. It may be used when reportiog serious
dfnmwe m distress during peaco or war.

Prl;rity mcssagcs.— The priority classification is M for
messages which must be given this cbsiflcatlon” h order b
rcoch the nddrcssecs in Urne for effcotivc action.

.
@5
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Rotdim ?wss(tgcs.-The routine ckMflcntlon
me.ssngcs which rcqulm no SPCCMprecedence.

!s used fort

L)cjcrrcd messoges .—TiIc c!chxvxxichwsiflcdiion is used for
those moss~ges whose ctclhmt’yto the ftddressecs may be de-
layed until the bcghmlng of ofllce hours of t!~c morning
following the d~y on which they are filed.

B 214,TIN mcss~gc Cen[,cr employs the most sttilob!c mwms
avdkible for the trmmmlssion of any mbssage. ‘1’lIeorl@-
rmtor does not ordlmwily dcslgn~te the particular means by
which a rnessn~c is to be sent. lf he dcshws i,hc @3ydC&t~

transmkWon of the message, he will mark M“BYmessenger,”
and it will be so tratmnhci.

= 215. Advanced message centers are established whenever
needed for the reception md rclny of messages. Information
as to their location 1s nlwnya transmitted to the troops.

Adv8nced message centers are frequently employed in the
reconnnkmnce opcrntlons of cnvalry divisions as collcct!ngl
points for mcssngcs of scvernl reconnolssnncc detachments.
(See pnrs. 147 and 152.)

B 210. Tratwnf$sion bV tccknfcd means inchIcks wire, raclio,
visual and sound sjwds, and homing pigeons.

R 217. Wire trcnsmtsskm (telephone, telegraph, and tcIe-.
type) constitutes the basic mcmm of signal communication.
It will not, however, always be available f6r colmmmlcntkm
between forces operating nt a consldcrablcdistnncc from each
other, between troop units nnd the higher commancion the
nmrch, and Mtwccn the mlvnnced troops ond the row in
combat. Rapidly clmlgh~g WMons such as a pursuit or
retreat grcntly restrict the prnctlcniMty of its employment.
The possiblliLy of Mlurc to function In critlcnl W,tmtions
must also be reckoned wIM. A wire system must, Lhcmforc,
be supplemented by other means of commtmicntion.

Although wire transmission is a rclntlvely s~fe means, thaw
is alwstys the posdblilty of hostile intct’ceplion. It should not
be crnploycd In hltcrchnngm rclntlvc to plnns of operntlon
wh!ch nrc not to bc executed immedi~ltcly. Code IWUNWC k
frequently prescribed for usc in telephonic 1IIIc~chnngcs
subJcct to enemy lnterccptlon.
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FIELDSERVICE ‘ REGULATIONS 817-$210

‘ M 218. )?&d/o tr~n.sWsfOn 1S mpecldly applicable to cm-
ploymmt h spannjng distances between wkiely separated
mobile hn*cesonci In communlcntion between ground and air.

It POSSPSSCSthe mhumta~e of being less vulnerable thm wke
transmission to the effcctfi Of hostile fire, and is, therefore, s
valu~ blc supplement to wire systems ha comlmt; it is subject,
however, to hostile Interference.

R@o permits of the slmultancous trmsmisslon of B mes-
s8ge to several recipients. Interception of radio messages
musk, however, be prcsurned; code ls therefore used for the
transmission of all messages which contain Information of
value l.O the enemy. Discretion must be used even in the
sending of messages in cqde or cipher. When prompt action
is cnllcd for, the commander must decide whcth~r the urgency
of sendhg the mcssngc In the chxw outweighs the value to
the enemy of !nformatlon contained therein.

~ 219. Airplanes find cspeclal app~lcation as a means of
commmlcnlfon when distance, intervening obstacles on the
ground, or other factors of the situation prevent the use of
Mm nmms, or when more rapid transmission is required
t~~n CniIbC nccompllshed by other avatlable means. They
are thus used to span gaps between widely scparnted forces,
betvmen the command and the infantry, bctwccn the artillery
nnd th~ in folltry In combat, nnd between the command and
vsrlons elements of columns on the mnrch.

Cmn~ll~mication bctwccn air nnd ground Is cffcctcd through
r~di~, ViSUd sigmis,nod droppedand pick-up mwsoge$. In

%omb~L.dropping nnd pick-up grounds are established near
the commnmi posts of large units, and those of lntantry arxi
srMlerY rmmnlandcrs; on the mnrch, they are es~bIMhmt near
%imlocation of hMIer commnndcrs nnd at various *@
ahmg Lhc route d mfirch, DroppJng and pkk-up g@un&!i!
are klen~l{fled by lhe dkplay of pnncIs. (Seo FM 24+)
Moving VCMCIMdcdgnakxi to rcccjvc dropped nwssagw ewe
identified by jnwmmwcd mwkhg of the to~. -
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~ 220. VMNNst~Mz/sare g$nerally txwd to tmpphxncntother
means. They m’c not wtt$kbk for long mcsmgcs but find
especial appllcn[Jon In commwiohtlon by a few short s(gnals

I in accordance with a prwuwmgcdcode. (See FM 24-5.)
The use ofdgnai Inmps la Nrnltedby the consideratkm that

the light flashesmst be comenled from hostile obscrvntion.
The dlscovcry of thck locmtkm draws hostile flro mwl may
ghm the enemy h~formatlcm u to the distribution of W
troops. Their utility is, therefore, for the most port, Mmltcd
to commuhlcntkm from front to rear nnd to short convcn-
tlonfil mcsmgcs,

CommunlWkm by sl~nfil flags i9 simikw in rtppllcntion to
)mnp $Ignnling but 1smore rostrictcd In scope,

Pyrotechnic slgnnls (rockets, flnres, speclnl dlschargcrs,
etc.) arc vnhmblc for communication W,wccn the Infantry
and the artillery in battle and for transmitting to the com -
mnnd h~[ornmtlon of the arrival of the Mdfng bnttn}ions at
hnportcmt terrain lines or points. Pyrotechnic slgnnls of the
kmding units m%,when necessary, repentccl by message centers
of the hlghcr unit to which they pertain.

Pnncls IN*Cused only for communkmtlon fyom ground to
airplane.

N 221. SouIul stgnds are of value chMy for sprendlng an
mkl~m,as Qmeans of attracting attention, and for tile trnns.
mission of short conventional messages md orders.

= 222. Homing pigeons find their principal application as a
means of communic~tion from the combnt cchekm to the
rear when otiler mcnns hnve faUed. ‘1’hcyarc trnincd to
rcLurn to their 10W which are locnted fm enough to the
rem to nvold frcouout change.

R 223. TJtAtWMI!XIICNI?u MESSEKCIURL---$3O1Crdkmce cannot he
placed upon the tcehnlcal mcma of atgnnl communlcatjo$.
Their abmnce or fa(lure to function does riot Micvc w coII&
mnnder of hls rcsponslbillty of kceplng superiorsnnd (tdjaacnti
units lnformcd os to the sltuatlon. Xndcpemiicntlyof the
technical rncans, each commandor prm?kkxjfor h trons-
misskm of orders, lnforrnation, tmd reports by means of

● mwwngcrso 4
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~ 224. 1n twmsmisslon by mmsengcrs, the most effk?lent
n~enus0[ trmnsportnvol]~ble is cmployedc In hWtllc t~rCltorY
it may be tulvnntageotls to use nlrplnncs or armored cars, or
to pro~kle on fumed escort..*

JR225. In combat, communication by mounW memiwwew,
mdtwcvchts, or c~c2Ms k rndntdkwi as far forwatxi as the
Imsttle fire and the rmturo 0[ the temaln will Wrmlt. l?t~n?Mm?
are used extensively in the more advanced tmlt8: they may
operate singly or in relnys of runner posts. The ktter
method is neccssmby when lmvily shelled areas must be
crossed and grent rapidity of movement 1Srequfred. Runner
relnys between the message center of o unit and lower unlt~
nre cstabllshcd by the h!gher unit.

~ 22& ~or cov~rjng long dlst~n~eq COWiCrUfrpkwe$ or Yehtg
Ii?/es of cycllsts or motorcyclists may become necessary.
When relay MICS are establlshcd, cormccting posts are gen-
erally placed on the roads at well-marked points such as
crossroads, bridges, etc.

IN227. Imporlant mcssnges twc often sent by two or more
rucsscngers. It may be advisable to send duplicate messages
IIy dtffcrcnt routes. O~cers are employed for the transmls-
sjon of important messages when explanation relative to the
situation or ~ddjtional information may be required.

Bt 228. The ofllcer or noncommlss~oned ofilcer directing the
t.rnnsmisslon of a message gives the messenger the hWruc-
tions nccessnry to the nccomplhhmcnt of hls mlss[on (ciestl-
nntion, route, tate of movcrncnt, dongerous points to be
m~okicd, PINCCwhere he is to report nftcr the dcllvery of
the mcssngc).

Messengers hove tlm right-of-way and must be given all
Orncthmble assistance. In crossing an outipost or other line
cst~blished by & security dctnc~~ment, Q messen8er teporta
h!s destkmtion to the newest lc~clcr who Is requhwd tO ot!erkt
the mewmgor ond lend aid, if such 1s necessnry, to cxpctiite
transmission.

ststion of its
does its work



~ 280. X%rcmvenlence at aperatkm in cnmp~ign, the hend-
qWE’tcrsOf ~ hu~e Unit js Mvkkd into a ~owzrd und a rear
eclte?ott, W3ce pnr. 123.) The forwwd oehelon then con-
*NMts tho commmt post.

The forward echckm consists of the stnff ogenclcs lmmedl-
atcly required by the commandor for wsistanco in tnctlcal
operations; the rear echelon consists of the rcmainlng stoff
agencies required for control of admfrtlstmtive and supply
actlvltles,

U 23L In lhc selection of o command post, consldcrntkm 1s
given to the disposition of troops, routes of communication,
the requirements of slgnnl commwdcatkm, ample spncc for
stafl activltlcs, cover, nnd comxxdmcnt.

Remote location of a command post with respect to sub-
ordinate units places an unnecessary burden on the means
of signal communhxition and delays the transmission of
orders and information. Another conscqutmce of such re-
moteness k that the commander and h!s st&ff lnck full knowl-
edge of the terroln and the progress of operations.

Through the use of motor transport s command post can
b moved quickly over a considerable distance. As a general
rule, frequent chnngcs In the location of the commnmi post
wre avoided. Befores change of kcatkm is made, the neces-
sary technical means of communicationto the new commmd
post must be established. (See par. 210.)

~ 232. During opernt~onarequ[rlng movement of Commnnd.
peats, eaoh large unit dealgnates an ads of $tpnalcommwd-
CLWOIZby nmlng th mbnbk Buccmiw locations of M
command post in Uw dimotkm of contemplated movement.
It@@ assigns an Ws o! signal communication to eoah of its
major subordlnato units,

A commmndel’ must keep auperiar and subordinate units
informed of the locaUO~ m’idcOn@n@abddisphccment of
hjs command post.

?0
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, It 233. On the ~w@j, th~ command post M a huge u.nlt
w*1W advwm by dWacemmt along * designated NM
ctmmmxi IIOSWof subordinate divlslmwl UIWJ continue to

, ~function while moving nt the head,of their march columns.
I& tho ofbnsive, command posts we WCUformrd, in s

Icmktion that offers good fao!lities for communication and M
‘ protected from effective hostile flro, For small untts prox!mity

to a good observntlon post, and for lnrge units proximity to ~
im[tnble Imtding ‘field are dcsirablo,

On the defensive, commond posts are kw~ted farther to the
mwr due to the wider frontago and grcnter depth of deploy-
mmt 01 Units.

* 234. All command posts &ndroutes thereto am mwked to
wmbk messengers to flmi them by doy md night. Sccurlty
mca+sures are token to protect the command posts ag~lnst
s~trprlse attack by hostile aviation, mechanized cavalry, or
othnr mob!le ground forces.

M 235. The personal influence of the commander on the
tmps is of the utnaost Importance. (see par. 182.) He
must be near his troops when they are engaged in combat.
Whan he lewes the command post he is accompanied by Q
small staff party.

M an advance, column commanders and their SU partiea
are weli forward. lf the advance is made In several columns,
the cilv!slon commander 1s with the principal column or with
the column Mong which the axis of sjgnal communication 18
being established. OrdInarily, he and his staff party move
forward by bounds to succe.sshm stations where messages may
reach the commander without delay.

When combnt is lra prospect, the dlv!ston commander joins
the ochmncc guard of thnt column which will probablyhave
the most Important task. HIs Iocatlon must be eaally fcnmd
and lxmcht!d.

~urlng the declslve phase of battle, the place of the com-
rnmxler is new the critlcnl point of action. He sh~ld re-
rnoln unkll he is assured that his orfiers and lntentfmi am
unticr$tood and
proper measures



CHAPTER8

U 23’?,Adrquntc and thncly lnfornmtkm k the basis of 81)
security mensm+es. A continuous reconrmlssance is Umrekre
an essential pnrt of sectwlty. When the security mcwwes
tniten nrc directed primarily mgainst hostllc obsmmtion of
our own dfMIosiUons,gtcatcr emphasis is plmed u~xm counter-

reconnaissancco W?ecpars, li18-lV&)

~ 238. SCCWWVm]d mcmutafssancc /orccs oprrnte in accord- ‘
nnce with somewh}~tdlfferent prtnctplm. In gencrnl, security
forces opcmte pritnnrily with refcrcncc to the comnmnd to
be secured; reconnaissance forces opemtc prhnarily with
refercncc to the enemy.

~ 239. Security is always necessary, whether during rests, ‘
movement, or combat. When contnct with the encrny is I
remote, especlnl attention 18ghm to prolection ngolnst hos-
tile avintlon. When contact is imminent, security measures

8 against hostile ground forces arc incrcascct.
A command pIOOtCC@Mself agnlnst hostile alr attack nncl

observation by the employment of combat avlntton nnd nnti-
Wcrnft wcWma by night OPWI’WOUSand movmncntq by
measures tfikcn for concealment and comouftagc, nnd by
dktrlbutInn of troops MO sma}l Mnlts or groups.

A commmd protccta I@lf agaln$t observationand surprise
attack by hostik ground troops by reconnaissance, by cn~ploy-
mcnt of sccuritY dctachmen@~ by the sktifu~ use M tcrraln,
and by th~ incrc~scd rcsdlness for action of its component
Unlh.
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WIi4~, $CCIWWdctachwent$ constitWC a pfirtial commitment
to action of the commnnci. Their strength should be sufficient
!o preserve the commander’s freedom of oction but should not
rw!ecd the rcqulrcmcnts hnposcd by the slluatkm, the tcr~
rn ln, and the proxlmlty of the cnem y. As far as practicable,
tm%loalunity ]s respcctcd in the detfill of security detach-
mnnt.s. It h dcshable thnt security fo~eccspossess mobility M

]fJnStCqunl M)that of foL’C(?Sthey IIrCeXPCCtedtOOPMSC.

~ 2x?. in general, t.hc mission of a sccurjty detachment is to
fmmish the co],tmnncl with informntkm rclatlvc to the enemy,
to protect the command ngdnst surprise ml observation by
hostlle ground forces, nnd to gain the t!me and space required
for the comnmnd to nmlce the ncceswwy dlspasltions. Z!he
priority given to these missions of reconnaissance. counter-
reconnaissance, and reslsttmce vnrlcs with the situation and
bim expressed intentions of the commander.

‘/3

b



‘k a44, When ~ commimd 1sutllxtlvid~clInto scpnr~te cOhlnllls
‘ OF$uctkudgroupings,each subordhmtf!comnmnder ISrcsIxm-
‘, ulble for the IOCRIsecurity of his column or grou]?!ng~ The

$UPMCN commnnder may, however, prcscrlbcmcurfty mcns-
. ures for the protection of the commmwl m a whble or

coordhmto those adopted by skibm’dlnntc comnmnders.

ANTIAIllCRAE’T BBCWRITY
8.

~ 245. Regardless of th~ Mcctlvencs8 of the security mens-
urcs taken by the higher command through the ofhnslvc
*ction of its own combat aviation (see FM 100-16), all units
within the r~nge of lmstlle nir operations must reckon with

I the probability of hostile air attnck and rcconndssmmc.
JIThe measures taken by ground troops for antkdrcrhft

~ecurlty vary with the situation, the degree of vlsibllity, the
cover offered by tho tmraln, and the capnblllties of the
enemy’s avlatfon, In thr: order of thclr importance, the INOO-
tective me~surcs conlprlse uxzrnfno, conccalmcut, dispersion.,
and fire.

n 24(I. TIIC flM mquircmcnt Of antidrcrnft ~ccu~lt~ 1S m
cflic!cnt warning serItim. Air scouts are dchdlcct by all units
at all times to give timely warning of the approach of hostile
aviatkm. The alr alarm signal is given on orders of compnny
and simllm’ unit commanders. I?rlendly alrplmms when
avalkible we the most eflective means of warning, the dorm
bdng given by prearranged and distinctive movements of
the alrphu%e.

Upon h&wlIm tho cdralarm dunnl, M clomcnlq c!enso nKwc-

ment if in the open. Foot troops on the road seek cover in
the adjacent ditches, dcprcss~ons, or ghadows linlng the road.
Motorized nnd mounted clement$chmrthe ccntcr of the road,
halt and dismount, with veh!cle brnkes set. ‘Ikoopsin posi-
tion, blvounc, or biilcts seek the net!wcstcover ,or concealment
nnd remain motkmicss. At night, all lights are extinguished
or sWM. Mf)V(?mOhtnnd oI~WWMsCM rCSU&~ICCiml the
Signal “P’orword nmrch,’t

E 24~o In defended renr ~reas an aknltlt ZOar:dng?8CIWICCis
organized to furnish enrly wmnlng of the ap~ronch of hostiic
aircrnft, The mm covcml by tho ob$crvlng stat.ions of LIIG
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* 253. In the forward ~rca Of the combat zone, an~iaircralt
urtiZlerV protects the prhm!pd troop conccntrn tkms nnd ns-
sembly pmlklons, and covers the movement of troops UIroU@
defiles find crit!cnl locdithx, nnct by drhdng hostile Motion
to higher altitudes decmses the effectiveness of air attack.
Since searchlights will seldom be nwdlnble in forwarci areas,
antiaircraft firtlllcry will be handicapped h~ giving protection
at night to troops In position. Therefore dcpcndcncc must
be placed on jmsshm mmumres suppkrncnted by the fire of
organic weapons of troops in position. (See INNS 444 nnd
632.)

h the rcnr area, anthdrcraft fkrtll]ery cooper~tes wjth

friendly aviation In prohxtlng important establishments from
alr attack. The antlah’craft defense of m ah’ base is the’

t responsibility of the territorial commmxicr, who ut.lllzes for.
this purpose m} nntkdrcraft defense cotnnmnct comprising m
nlrcrnlt wfmln~ mvlcc nnct the nmmmf nnttnlrcmfk nitih
~ery supported by such dcfcnsc nvlntion RSmay be ttssi~ncd.
(9CCpars. 40-51.)

P~O’U5C?IONACMINSTMllCtlfiNlfiFX)UNITS

~ 254. AU conanmndcrs provide for W pmkctkn of their
commmxh Qgahwt mechanized sttacks. This inckics the
protection of the Hncs oi communicutkm of L3Conltnnncl tm-
less such protection Is fur!lkh?d by the Mghcr ccmmrmkr,

U 265. Termfn nnd M rend net grcntly Mucncc the CIIIP
plovment af mcchmlzad foi’ccs. A tttapS/U(III)tiuI)pkmcntc~
by air and ground rcconntdmu’m?,wIU dlst:Iosc limx of
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f i’Jt3WtWtVICtIIEQULATIONS8, 206-%68

~,ndvance which favor ml which lmpedc mechanl?wi oper-
8! ions.

ProtecMm agnlnst mechanized units rcqulrcs that all un!ts
~ orgml~e an cfIlc!cnt warning SCWCC. Thnely warning ‘pcr-
~ IWs ah incrcfiscd rendlness for action. Mcchnnlzed recon-

nnk$nnce dckchmcnts opcr~tlngwell to the front and fhnks
W*Oespechdly suU~~blefor giving wnrning. All observation
md re~onnnissnncc ngenc!cs, both ~round and air, are re-
q~~hwdto nmkc on Immediate report of n mechanized threat
to Ihc nctwcst comnmndcr.

n 256. The menns nvailnblc? for protection against mechan-
ized attnck me active nncl paiwfuc. The active means include
antll.nnk guns, art illcry, combat aviation, armored vehicles,
nnd mines. The passfoe means include all natural and artl-
ficlnl obstacles, dcmolithms, buildlngs, nnct organized locali-
t.ks. USunlJy active and passive mems m-e used in combl-

E 257. The utjllza~lon of naturnl barrkrs is an lmpOrtant
consideration in tkny plfin for security. During the march,
1[ there is a choice, the routes having the best natural pro-
Wf.ion are uscda When the enemy’s approach is IImitcd to
n fmv mutes crossing a natural barrier, a high degree of
pro!ection is obtahwd by blocking these crossings.

llurirtg hnlts or when in posltlon, full use is made of terrain
[c~ I urcs which restrict hostile mechanhxxi operntlons. Even
those t2;at merely slow up or impede the movement of mech-
nnlmd Ychlclcs arc of great VRIUCfor secwity and defense.
Art Iflclrd obstnclrs mny j.nvolve so much lime, mntcrlnl, labor,
nml equipment thnt their construchlon k often Impractlcnblc.
R.oM Mocks require kss time for conslructlon, cspecJnlly
whnu matcrbtb cnn be obtalncd lCXMY.

hI gmcml, obsl+ncIes,dcmolitlons,mlnc$, nnd persktent gas

ccuifl mhmtkms nrc located where the cnetny will come upon
l.lmm suddenly and be unnblc to weld them. A barrier or
OW ode, IOSCSits dcfensfve bvalue unless covered by f&reof
m pporting troops.

~ 2!% The antitnnk cannon is of first imporhwmein antl-
mechnnized WCIXC; ~m~ll mvns and mfichh]e gun fire haisa
Ilmltcd cfhct, hILcrfcrhg prhnarily with the enemy% observa~

. 77
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R 250. Contnct mlncs nrc WIeflcctlve nctive mcfms of defense
ngdnst mcchanlzntlon. Mines can be lnld or buried without
prohIMUvc cxpcndlturn of !.lmc and Iobor. They wc Immlly
MI ht cimckcr-bonrd order, !n two or more rows, nvcddlng
any strictly gconmtricnl pntterno ‘l’he supply of n mfricie~lt
number of mhws to establkh n mine flckt hwolvcs no great
tHUISPO~t dimcuitics.

Mines are useful for quickly blocking defiles and the
prlnclpnl avenues of hostile approach, thus rclefis!ng tmt[-
mechnnlzed weapons for usc elsewhere. Mlncs constitute
a means for cnmllzlng n hostile mechanized nttack. Like
other obstacles, mine fields must be covered by fire to pre-
vent their removal. To preserve the element of surprise they
should be concealed; they should be supplemented by dummy
mhm fields to lend deccptlon.

BurJed mine fields, contarnhmtcd obstnclcs, and obstacles
secckd with mhcs ~rc tmafe for the passage of vehlclcs nnd
troops. They dso restrict the movement of the troops which
they are dcslgned to protect. C3reat care must therefore be
taken that a record 1s made of the locatfon and extent Of
such obstpclcs. The staff must keep itself informed of all
mine fields Md so that the necessary precautions mny be
prescribed for the mfcty of our own troops.

~ z60. SccurW against mechmkd attack must be organized
from twostanchmlnts-tlm kxul ?wotecttonof the troopsnear-
est the enemy and the wotcctto~ of t~~eOm??land M a whole.
The first 1Sthe mlsslon of the antlmechanized weapons orgon-
fca&lyassigned to reg~ments with which they fight in C1OSC
cooperation. ‘I’he second Is the mlsslon of the ant\mccha-
~lzed units pI&ced at the disposalof the higher commandc~;
these unit% Ixcause of tbir great mobility, arc 8vMW1C for
employment at a distance from the command or for concen-
hxttion at the dec~sive locality,

1
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% 2fit. JWlmechmi%odweopona fire habitually att~ched b
all SSGCWUYdctachmfmts. When WImtlmechanlzed unit M

, giwm n distant sccurlty rn!sslon whiah will requireseparation
from 1he comnmnd, the ncccssary supporting troops (engl-
nccm ml infontry or cmdry) nrc attached to construct md

I PM(WL’ ihc OMACICSnnd to furnish protection for antl-
mecha nkxl wenpons.

Tha coordhmtkm of the menns of antimechanlzed protec-
tion ts n comnmud r~~~Ol18ibi~ty, Wit hln the ZO~Oof hls tsc-
ticn I rcspcmsibllity the commnndcr js usual}y the only person
M a position to mmkc HSMOPCI*estlmatc of the situation which
will com]wchcnd all the fnctors and informntlon. As a gen-
mml ru!c, commmders of ant!mechnnized units are given
mMshms which are spcclfic with respect to time, place, and
PWWSP, find cooperatkm with other units, but whtch leave to ●

Lhcm t.)w dctdls of execution.

M 262. Ordinarily, no special detachments for antlmcchan!zed
p~otect Ion nre:requlred In rem areas. When, however, a flank
is vulmmble or an nppreciablc gap exists in the front of
brittle) m the result of a divergent maneuver or a hostile
break-l h rough, the protection of headquarters and important
estnblj shmen ts in the rear area may require adequate me~s-
ures md the dctall of special detachments for antlmecha-
nizcd protection.

‘ PROTECTION AGAINSTCHEMICALS

~ 203. ~fTectlvc protection against chemical agents depends
prjmnrll.v on the training of the imiiviciual ~nd the collective
measures taken by a command to guard against the effects of
such ~gmts.

Dctails of Protective e@pment and the Individual and col-
Iectivc protective measures to be taken are covered Onchapter
8, DFM, volume 1.

Q

NC264. (3cIodo~sdi$ciplhe 1sessenthd If casuoltles are to be
minhntard ml unciuc interruption of o~rattons Prevented.
The first reqWlte is that the jndlvkiual be tmtned to use the

equ!pmcnt properly.
The dfinger of panic M reduced if the mldlcr la taught to

look UPONchemicnl ngcnt~ as OUIYanother combat weapon
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for which he should h~vo clue ~cspcct but no grmt fcnr. The
h~dhddwti must undmkmd that if the protcclivc equllnnent
provldcd 1s propcr]y us(xi, chemical attacks cm be met with
1’PMIVCI%fcw cRsUQIUc&

M 260. Stmdlng orders am usuaily issued by n comn~and
which set forth n stmdard and unlfortn proccdurc for pro-
tection against gas. The duties of WS sentries me lQid down
in chnpter 8, BFM, volume L

M the combnt zone every unit must hnvc prepared a plan
for protection agninst chemical nttnck. ‘1’hcimportnnt pro-
visions of such a phm are to avoid contnminnted nrcas, ex-
pose as fcw men as possible to the effects of chemical agents,
take prompt measures for decontamination, and give spechd
attention to prevention and treatment of cnsualtles.

Upon the detection of gas or the soumi of the almm, all
men are requ~rcd to adjust their gas masks promptly ond to
w~rn others wlthln lmwlng. Masks are not removed until so
ordered by proper authority. C300dgas dlsclpllne implies the
abillty to war the gns mask conthuously for 1 hour without
undue fat!gue while eng~ged in normal duties.

In the selection of blwmac areas, defcnslve positions, assem-
bly areas, and posJUons for reserves, clue cons~dcratlon !s
given to the factors of gns drainage and prcvniling winds.
Alternative position$ for 6UppOrthlg Weapons nrc selected. “

.
~ 2$’?. Upon encounterjog an area contamhmtcd by w?sicant
agents, t~he primary rule of security is 10 nvo!d the mm by
passing it upwhut. Ar~fi hcmrily contnmkmtcd by gns mc
mmked and gum’dcd by m scntrh who ore Instructed to
warn unauthorized persons from entering SUCII~rc~~. Rc.
connaismnce should be made to determine a route M ftee ns
possible from long gross and undergrowth. U time is nvaii-

t



M.268,All MOW must know how to prok?ct&upplle&equiP-
i h~cnt, Rnd munitions horn the contamhmt!ng effect of chemi-
~ co1ngcnts nnd to use the equipment provided for decontami-
, rmtlug weapons, cqulpment, and vehicles.

‘ Since renr orc~s are ]Iable to chemical nttacks by aircraft
:‘~sh~g chemicnl bombs or spray, adequate precautions against
~ this form of attack must bc taken for the protection of dl

‘important headqu&ters md establishments.
1

SECURITY ON THE MJItCIl.i
M 269. GENERAI,.—In a lar&e command, R ccrtaln amount of
SPCUrM,yis provldrd by the rcconnnhwnncc detachments or

1’ther covering MOPS operating between the enemy and the

l“

orching columns.
In proximity to the enemy, each march column provides lts

pwn security detachments, whether or not the front is covered
b~‘ reconnajsmnce forces of larger units. If a command ad-
+M]ccs or relires in two or more columns, a general security
cicl~achrnent mcy be em@oYed, or a separate security cietach-
mcnt may be detailed for e~ch column and thclr action COOr-

dhmted by the commander of troops.
corps and dhdsional cavalry operating with an Infantry

clivlsion arc usunlly employed on reconnaissance missions
uncicr the direct control of their respective superior con~-
mn rider. ● Wee jmrs. 156 and 159.} In proxlmlty to the
enemy, ti portion of their strength may be attached to sub-
orclitmk units for purposes of local security.

U 270. Security detachments regulate thclr march so as to
Kivo the main bocly the protection required by the tnctical
sIIuntlon nnd conclitjons of terrnln. As n rule they lilOW!by
hounds 10 successive ~mportantterrain Noes. halting on cnch
Mm’until the mnln body has rcmchedor cleared the previous
te.rratnline, dependingupon whether Lhecolumn Is advnnc!ng
or rotfring. Terrnin lines which covcw the passage of rlv~r
crossings nnd other defiles are of cspeuial importance.

●
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.

Wlkhlrion fidvlmce or rettr guard, itgsmwml cknncnts slnd-
lar~y move by filNrtcIo bawls; crests whkh afiord OIJSCtVO-
tkm and protcctkm In the direction of the nmln body chWIY
dotarmlno Um length of the bounds.

t

A wholly motorlzcdsccurlty dctaclmcnt has n n]drkcd ‘nct-
vmthge over o dknnountcd or partkdly motorized dcl,acll-
ment h~ that it ctm be mmic smaller nnd can opcrato at a
grcatm’ distance from the nmin body. SUpct’lormobility pcr-
mlts enrl[er contact with the enemy; rnciio communication
expedites trnnsmisslon of !nformntfon. As n restllt, the ctnn-
mandcr hns grentcr freedom of action, ml tile m~l~ body
is affordedmore time to prcporefor combat.

I\
i

B 2?1. The sccurjty of a march column depends inkjfil]y on
the crncncy ct the concealment in Its lmt bivmac.t During
a movement, the most Importmt per~ods durln~ which MM-
nircrnft sccurlty must be provided are the formation of the
march column (see pars. 364-366), the passnge of any defiles
or crossings en route, and the movement into shelter or
assembly PwWons nt the end of the march. (See parse 335,
339, 405, 400.) 1

When ‘danger of ml nlr attack exists, all units d~sjgnatcd
for ontinircraft defense march in a state of lncrenscd reull-
ness for act!on. E;lements of nntialrcraft artillery ntivanch}g
by bounds fo~low the advance gunrd or prece{ie the r~nr guard
as the case R?ay be, or move on parallel roads when these are
not occupied by adjacent columns, prepared to dcfctid or
reinforce the defense of elements most vulnerable to air
attack.

1
i

when there Is a good r~ad net, the mobility of I~OtOr~ZCd
units and the grcnt radius of action and strlklng power of
hostile mcchnnized units requh’e that spccktl measures be
tnkcn for nntjmec~lanl~cd pro~ctlon esvccin~ly by CXVOSCd
march columns. M general, both sctivc met nttsslve n]cans
UC USCCIin combination. [~ee pars. 25?, 260-ZG2.) ‘ ,

M 272. The march order for a commnnd Mcludcs all h@ruc-
tions relative to security as well as other details for tho march.
Definite provisions tire made for clo3e cooperation bct~ecn
the security detnchtnents and the reconnalssnnce dctnch-
ments operating uncicrthe control of the ld~her commnndcr.
(8M?SoI?M.)
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M“274, ADVANCE (3 UARDS,—TIIO genera! mission of the ndvance
gumxl Is to prevent unneccswwy dclny h~ the advance of the
m in body ancl to protect it ng~inst surprise @ndobscrvntlon

sby hostile ground forces. In proximity to strong hostile
~forces, the advance guard procures for the main body the
time and space requ!red for Its deployment for action.

“ ‘RMadvance guard accomplishes Its mlsslon by exploring
Lhcterrnlnto the front and on each side of the line of march,
mmcnrning isolated hostile resistance, reconnoitering and
prepnring,so far as prncticab!c,the route of advance for the
movement of the troops (removal of ~~tac]cs, repa~~ Of
lwiclges and roads, etc.). It directs its reconnaissance in
~fi~’titular ngainst ~~hoSCpOtntS Which afford extel~ded ~~er.
vntion into the dispositions of the main body or which provide
roncenlrncnt for hostHe rcconnoiterhlg or harasdng detach-
ments. In proxlmit~ to the enemy, lt seizes and holds lm-
portnn t fcnturcs of the terrain, particularly those that WM
cover the deployment of the main body fram hostlle observa-
1ion and provide good observation and defllade for the employ-
‘mcnt of the artillery. According to clrcumstanceso it pushes
)mck hostllu covering detachments, or U opposes an enemy
fidvance In force long enough to permit the main body to
make its dkpasltions.

B 27S. The strength and com~sitfo~? of an advance guard’
WWY with the strength and mobility of the command, its
nksion, W sltuatlon, the terrain, and the time of day. It
shguld he no stronger than Is necessary for sccurlty, and for
lfirge commands may comprise components of all arms in
“vwyhIg proportion.
‘ CJrxmtcrstrength Is rcqulred as the distance from the
rnemy clccrcases. As a rule, antlmechankd weapons and
scout cars arc attached. Bfotor
loot troops ~s very acivnnbgcous.I

for organic
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Rl 276. At night and under conditions of low visibiIlty, an
ndvance gumxl comprises only infantry with its hmwy in fm-

try weapons nnd cm?hcers attached> If the nkht mnrcil is
to bc cxtcndcd into hours of daylight, the mnrch is organized
as for n dnyl!ght march or the necessary mensurcs arc tnkcn
at daylight for reinforcing the ndvancc gumxt. (See pars.
3$0-382.1

In case of a night march conducted under protection of n
covering fol*cfi or outpost in front of the commnnd, n small
!rtfantry dctochmcnt will usually s~mc~ for sccutlty.

~ 277. Tbc cflstance between the adwmcc gunid and the main
body k nhvnys Sumclent to preserve for the commander his
freedom of action with reference to tho employment of the
main body and to make his disposithms without scrlous intcr-
fcrencc from the enemy, but 1s never so great as to expose the
advmicc guard to defeat before asslstnnce can reach it. In
general, distance$ are reduced ~t night, h~ close lcrrpin, under
oohdltkms af low vlslb~ljtyonct!mWcted obscrtfatlo~,Orwhen
the ndvance @mrd 1s small,



.

~ 2(/9. The t71il/d order of the advance gunrd commander 1s
‘Msed on the mtwch order of the higher commander. It gtves
sllch available information re}ativc to hostile and frien~y
forces M !s neccssfiry for the guldsnce of subordinates, ln-
rluding the zone or route and object(vc of the march; desig-
nates the troops for the several fractions of the advance

‘IUNWd;fixes thc how at which the support and, when neces-
sary, the mlwmce guard cavalry will rc~ch Qr clear the initial

point of the march; md gives such inskuetlons to the several
f I actions and elements of the advance guard SS may be
rcqulrecl by the rni.ssion md the sltuatlon. I%r further details,
see Sc)l?%’f. *

m ZOO. The UWX71CC ward cavalry (Jr other reconna~ssance
clctachment reconnoiters far enough to the front and flanks
of the IIne ~f march to gunrd the cohunn agatnst stwpriae by
ltostilc mcrhnnized forces nnd artflkry fh’e, uncl to secure
IIrnely information of the enemy and the terrain. If sufllchmt
in strength and the situation so dcm~nds, it sdzes and holds
trnmln points ~dong t.hc toute of march (terrain features
rovcrfng rlvcr crosshlgs, town cxlts, deflle~, etc.), advanctng
by bounds from position to position. M thus assures, as far
HSprmtlcnblc, the contlntmw movement of the advanceguard
and the possession of ground focllltnllng Its deployment. M

‘ proximjty to the ermmy Mxv?ases, the necessity for the use of
fi mubilc ctotfwhment on the more dtstont reconnals$anceniis-

WM CWWPCWS, and the requirements of JocmlMOUIWYand
the nmgsity for flank protcctlou Mcrcnse: it la then employed
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incluclcd in the composltkm of the support. An artillery ‘
lla!son detnchrnent habltunlly marches with the support.
Messengers nnd motorcyclists are nttachccl fol” the purposes
of communhmtlon. ,

R 282. The infnntry strength of the mhmnce pnrty seldom
exceeds a plntoon; when practicable, trmsportatIon is fur-
nished for carrying infantry packs. The nttachmcnt of ant\-
mechanizcd wctipons and mcchmdzcd vehlclcs is of grcnt
Importance.

M 283. AS soon ns hostile resistnncc is encounterecl, the leod-

ing elements of the advance guxrd will hnvc to move on a
.~roader front. Prompt support of the leading elements hI
dealing with hostllc resktance will be nccessnry, nncl provi-
skm must be made to prevent !Mltration of hostile: mech-
antzcd elements sccklng to attack ttie main body or rearwnrd
subdivisions of the ~dvnnce guard.

At the snme time that the front 1s extended, WCnecessity
for close 6upport will generally rcquhw a rectuctlon h~ the
distnnccs scparnting the dcrncnts of the nclvonce mmzxl.

~ 2$4. The rcscruc col19titUtes the prh@nl mnllcllvcrh’ig ~nd
offcnslvc element of the advmce guard. It thcrctoro com-
prltww ns large a pnrt of the strength of the mlvnnce gunrd
M Is consistent with Its own sccurlly aml tlhc prmcrvntlon M
its mnneuverlng power. The artflkwy nnd other mrnxilinry
troops mwigned to the ndvance gumi USUMYnmwh with Mm
rwcrve. ,
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#B285, ‘Z”h combat action of the acivonccguard b regulated
with Mcrcncc to the requfrcmcntsof the mnin body. The
tnass of the ndvance gum’dIs thcrcforc put Into action only
[or the purpose of galnlng or rctninirag advantages which
contribute to the tnctlcal succem or sccurtty of the main
body. So fnr as practicable, endcnvor is made to hold the
principal MM+nceguard forces well In hand for unified em-
ployrmmt in the exccutlon of ‘missIons of !mpmtnnce to the
success of the main body and to avoid disslpntlng the advance
guard strength in minor dctachmcnts, Forces will thus be
available for the seizure of Important points, the execution
of rcconnakwmces in force, and finally for covering the cie-
veloprncnt nnd deployment for action of the main body.

= 286. ‘Mm general principles govcrnlng the advance guard
of a combined force of GIIarms also apply to the security of
the more mobile forces--cavolry (hol*sc and mechanized) and
completely motorized units. The principal modifications re-
$ult from superior mobility of these units. The advance
guard operates at greater dlstmcrs from the main body and
with grentcr dlstoncm bctw~n Its own elements. Mech-
anized veh~clcs are attnchcd to the ndvance guard, The zone
of reconnfiksance is more cxtcnslvc, both to the front and
flnnks. Terrain l!ncs that cover the pmmge ot streams and
dd)]es arc of especial importance, nnd must be so protectwi
by the advance gtmd thnt the security of the passage of the
nmin body 1s assured be[ora It rcachcs the crossing or defile.

M 287. During a rctlmncntl, when there Is Mkcllhood of
host~le mcchnnlz~d attack figoln$t the heads of tho rctrcuttng
columns, mhmncoguards m dcWM; they mc composed of
mobile troops rclnforccd by nntlmcchnrtlzod nt)d cngtneer

“dctnchmcuts. lf there 1s no lhrcn t ngninst the hw’ulsOf th

cohmms, W prlnclpnl WWn of lho ndvnm: gunrd wI1l bo
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~ 280, A rn~r guor~ coverhg the rctimment of n c~tt~bl~ied
force Initially consists principally of hlhmtry s~~ppm’tcd by
artillery. Contingents of other arms ttxendctedin accordance
wlUI the rcquhwnents of the sltuattort, hmluding antlmcch-
ttnizcd weapons, treks, and other mechanizui mW for
countm~ttacks ngalnst hostile mcclmnlzmi forces, slgrmi
troops for radio communicutlon end removal of wire Ilncs,
chemical troops for intcrdictlnr abandonod arms, and engi-
neers for the preparntkm of demolitions am? obstocles.

H 290. A rem guard Is ustmlly &trong h~ artillery and heavy
infantry weapons on account of thclr power to force the
enmny to deploy at long range and delay his ~dvnnce, The
ability of cavalry to conduct delaying action makes it m
especially hnportant clement of a rear gunrcl when the rrmln
body hns succecctrd in gaining at.tfflcieht distance from the
enemy; it mw then constjtutc the prMclpal clement of the
rem gtmrd.

$
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X 202. Whrn In contmt with the enemy, Ihc rear guard cM8-
}rlhuk its forces in groups over n WJC front tmd OPCJMlong
rn~um We with its artllteryand hcnvy Infantry weaponswith
N view to forcing the enemy to deploy and thus delay hls
n&wnce. Unlcsi the security of WCmain body requlrcs a
SUWONI NNis[xutce, the renr guard, as far as ~ractlcab$eo
mmkls close rnn~e w)mbat and rcthws successively from posi-
lJmI to position as the enemy appmdw Cav81ry cove~s
M tetlrcmcnt and rmiinttdns contact with the enemy. 03ee
\l$lr. 568.)

The sttccesssive positions of the rcfir guard are chosen at
such dlstanc’e from e~ch other that the enemy Is forced to
renew MS preparations for attack in front of each of them
nnd that the chmges of posfthm by the artillery of the rear
guard are reduced to a minimum. A pmsltlon should also
fnvc$r a withdrnwnl by affording n good line of retreat.
Smoke scrccns may often be effectively employed to cover the
movement of withdrawing troops.

U 293. When the encm y presses his pursuit closely, greater
rmistance is offered: adwmtage is taken of favorable oppor-
1unities to punish over -hnst y pursuit by counteroflcnsive ac-
Ikm, cav~lry attack aga!nst the flanks of pursuing columns
1S often an effecthw mems of dlsorganjzing the enemy’u
pursutt. ‘I’he most favorable time for offering a determined
resistance is during the late hours of the day which wiU per-
mit of the wlthcirnwal of the rear guard under the cover of
ctarkness. When necessary for the security of the main
Imdy, the rc~ r guard sncrlflces itself h~ the cxecutlon of Its
miss! on.

~ 294. When tho distance from the enemy pcrml~, the rear
6UWJ retires in march formatfon. lts dlst,ribution corre-
qxmds, In general, to thnt of an advance guard, md In order
of march comprises the reserve, the support, and the rear
gwwd cavalry or motorlzcd detachment. The support de-
Mchcs R mar pntty ml the ncccssnry flnnk pntro}s.

Ricausc of tho dfrccthmof mnrch, Infantry Neormnkiqmnce
clurlng the rctlrorncnt is ~nuch mor~ restricted th~n in the
wc of the ndvancc guord; the chtcf’ rctliince must be
placed upon tawdry or motorlwd in f~mtry for the rxccutlon

●
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a wemkInfantry escort will sufllce.

n 29(I,FLANK8~cumTy,-4n addition to the
and sccurlty by the supports of advance and%
will sometimes be necessary for the reserve
body to scnc[ out patrols to the flanks of the

reconnaissance

Special flank reconnaissances are ordered by the commander
of the advnnce guard and the commander of the troops.

ln principle, the main body mid the ndvance guard nssurc
their own flank protect~on.

When the flanks of the command arc not protected by
adjnccnt units, it mny become ncccssRrYto provide stronger
flank protection by the detail of a fhnk guard. 1

U 29’7. When the necessity for dctachlng a flnnk gmrd
for the protectkm Of the main ~dy during the c~ul”seof [JIC

. march can be foreseen, it will be advmtageous to attach the
, ‘flank guard troops to the advance guard in order to give them

the tjme required to reach their posltlons. When this neccs-
SILYcmxmt be foreseen, it la usually more convenkmt to

‘convert tho advance guard into a flank gun rc.1and then
detafl a new advance guard.

R 298. When the main body executes a, flank march in
proximity to the enemy, flank protcct!on nsst.irnes gre~t im-
portance, and the detail of a strOng flank gunrd is frcqutmt]yI
necessnry.

If%rik security is 81s0 of Mpecicd importance duhu R

retirement. C!MM’Ydetachments march on udjnccnt par-
*1M routes when these are not occupied by oU3er coiumns,

~ 209. As a rule, fhmk guard duty rcq~j(res n hJ@~d~gr~c
of moblllty. (3rcater dlstanccs must Ix rnnrched M n In W
CaSCof tlYIOpSmsi~ncd to the malII b(ldy, nn(i cq!lni (Iktmce%

00
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musk often be covered ha shorter periods of time. When
~ract+ienb!e,flank guwis consht prlnclpdly of cavalry or
mohrlsmi inf~ntxy with the ncceswwy artiilcry and means
for antlmechnn!zcd defense nttached, Cavalry M especially
suitable to detnll on fhmk gumxl duty on ~ccount o{ its ‘
flbill~y to carry out extensive reconnaismnce nnd effect
x~pld communication with the main body.

n 300.The opmtions of flank guards arc conducted with
es’pecial reference to the routes which give access to enemy
attack against the flanks of the command. When the local-
NY from which nn enemy nttack 1s to bc apprehended Is WC1l
deflncd, n flmk flu~rd OCCUPICSa POSIMIIcovering the routes
of approach until the command has passed. infantry de-
tailed on n miss!on of this character must start its nmrch in
advance of the movement of the main body; on the comple-
tion of M mission, it ]olns the rear of the column.

When several such 10C81IWSmust be successively passed
durh)g the progress of a m~rch, cchckms of the flank guard
move by bounds from one position to another. A mission of
this charncter requ!res the cictnll of especially mobile troqm

When n route generally parnllcl to the line of mnrch O!
the mnin body mdsts, and more or less continuous flank pro.
tectlon is required throughout the depth of the column dur-
ing the mawh, the flank guard mnrchcs parallel to the main
body, distributed in detachments over suf?’tc!ent depth to be
able to offer reslsttmce to enemy attack at various points on
the flank of the maJn body nnd to deal w!th the inroads of
smnli hostile detachments,

U 301. A flank guard makes the neccs$ary provision for its
own frontnl and flank security.

OUTPOSTS

M 302. C3mmRAL.~Theprovls!ons mndc by a resting com-

mnnd for its axmrlly vnry w!dely with tho situntlol~.
When contact with the oncmy 1s remote, the Icadtng ele-

ments of n hwge unit providosccurlty !n the dhwctkmot tho
enemy by occupying the tmmdn fwtturos which control the
lwutes Jcading from tho enemy and afford facllftleg for
obs(mmtion. By hokihlc the positions contl@ing the routes
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of nppronch and tnMdng the ~cccmry prcwlskms for thel,r
Own mcurlty, the Wllng Unltu Itssure the gencml grotmd”.
security of W commnnd. (W Pm. 391, 3flK) IficfiI~
securitY bY the various units of the comnmnd IS obtai~~cd~IY
the UWU of the necessary interior gtmrds; h hovUIc terd-
twy, intcrlw gmrds assume especial hportmce. (f3cc pm.
404-407.)

As the distmcc from the enemy decrease$, a higher st~tc
Of readiness for action becomes necessary. III 6hc1tter,units
arc distributed with refcrencc 10 their prob8blo tactkxd
employment and generally occupy a :nmc cxkmkd f mntrw c.
Provis$on is made for the security of the command by ttm
detail of an outpost, more or ICSScomplckl~ mmhW
depend(ng on the seriousness of the hostile heat. ~SCC
pars. 404-405, 409.)

.

U 303. h outpmt Ma covering detachment detailed to secure
a resting commm]d or a defensive position tumlnst surp~lsc
and observation by hostile ground forces.

When the dlstnnce of the hostile forces from the main lhm
of resistance of n dcienshm position is too mduccd to permit
of the establishment of n scparnte outpost. each battalion in
the forwmi nrca covers its sector by the detail of outguards
forming a combat outpost. (See pws. 329-331.)
. When the command makes a long halt durhm the course of
a march, the ~dvancc or rear guard cstnb]ishes n march ONt-
post usually formed by cxtendh]g the support. Units of the
support OCCUPYcritical terrain featurm controlling the 8p-
proaches to the column, est~blish outgumxls or 4ookouts at
commanding points, and when racccssary send out pntrok. ~,

B 304. A rcstlng command provldcs for outpost Vrotcction in
thmc dlrcctlons which afford hmtih forc(w aCCCSSto the
locatlon of the main body. The eonhol of roads and tcrmin
features that afford facilities for cxtendmi obscrvntion, smd
Of obsmwntlon points which if in Me possession of the enemy
woukl permit Mm to dlrcct tho flrc of long rnn~c nrtlllcry
cm the mdn body, are of eSPCCIIIlhnp~~ht~~cc~ SPCckd
attention !s given to measures for mIUnicchmllzcclsecurity.
(8ec pars. 254-262.)
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.
FWmksecurity k, when necessary, providedfor by refusing

the CXUOSCXIflsnks CMthe outpost posltlon and by establishing
Wtnchcd posts on roads or at importmt obscrvmtionpolnb
which lie outsldc the sector covcrcd by the outpost.

M 30S, The &@Non of the comttmuder relative to the 1oc8- “
tio~i of the main body constitutes the bmis for the positkm
and nature of the outpost, $ccurlty requirements generally
Jncrcnae with the length of time n command remains in
occupation of n localNY.

Outposts conduct rcconnaismncc only so far m requkeci
by their security mission. The execution of more distant
xx!onnaissanee is regulated by the higher commander
through rcconnalssnnce agencies tinder his controL

~ 306. STRENGTHAND CoMposImoN.-The strength and com-
position of nn outpost vary with the distance, mobility, and
the nttitude of the enemy, the terrnin, the time of day, the
size of the command to be secured, the degree of re$istancc,
and other special duties expected of it. An outpost of a
force of all nrms moy thus comprke varying proportions of

N] the combatant arms except avkition. lt should be no
stronger than is consistent with reasonable security. The
most economical protection is furnished by keeping close
contact with the enemy by means of patrols In conjunction
with rcslstlng detachments on the avenues of approach.

~ 307, Infantry ordinarily constitutes the principal ek-
ment of an outpost.

Dtrect su~mort of tho outpst Infantry is usunliy provldcd
~y the artillery with the main body or that assigned to the
defense of the main position; if such support is Imprnctlcal,
m%:ilcry is nttnched to the outpost.

Engineers are nttachcd to the outpost for the construction
of cilxitnclcs,mfnc fields, and other barrlcrs, If necessary@
&helocnl nnllnmchnnixcd wcnpcms arc reinforced by the nt-
Inchmcnt of m~tlmcchat~izcd units at the dlspoml of the
higher commnnder.

When cnvdry 1s attached to the OUUXMA,the zone of
reconnolssnncc of tho ot~tpost is o~t~!~ded bY cavnlrY pntrolg
or l’cconnltiwmcc? dctnclmlcuk.
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~ 808. In chm ttxrdn mcl during per!ods of dnrkmw or
low visiblllty, aecurlt,yforceq areusua?]y stronger and OPCP
ate in closer proxlmlty to t~c mdn body or dcfcllslvo posi-
tkm.

* 30!). ~IBTAU. or ml! C)uIPoST.—The halt order of the
comnmnder of the troop$, besides asslgnlng locdjons to the
various elements of tha command and deslgndh~, when ncc-

. essory, the position to bc held In cm of ntlnck, contnins
‘ instructions rclntive to security, Unless nvmsums for fic-

curity have been delegated to the several column conmmnd-
ers, these instructions detdl tho outpmt troops, assign an
outpost comnmndm, rmd cleslgn~te the outpost line of
resistance nnd the Ilm!ts of the sector to bc covered by the
outpost. According to circumstances, they lndicnte whether
in case of hostile attack in force the outpost 1s to hold its

~“P~itlon either cicflnitcly or for a prescribed period, or k to
“conduct a de)nylng oct!on fdllng back 011the main line of
rcststance. ‘1’hcy outline specinl reconnaissances to be car-
ried out and fndicate the approaches which are to be cspe-
Cinlly gutu’dc(i.

E 310. During an advance, the outpost troops are usually
furnkhed by the ~dvnnce gunrd; rcllcf from security duty is
generally cffcctcd by the detali of a new mlvancc guard
when the movement !s resumed. TW outpos(t ordhxwlly
stands relieved when the support of the advance gtmrd lms
passed the outpost Mc of resistance.

IX$rlng a l’chwkt, the outpost lJmJdIY furnishes the rc~r
gtmrd; rellcf from socurlty duty Is mmcrnlly MWCW1 by th
dctn!l of m ncw outpost from the main body when the com-

mand goes h~to positkm or shelter.
When the cmmmwl in ht pdtlon Oicrcmms stmtlonwy
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menders cic?slgnntea common outpost line of resistance and
fisslflnSCCUOUSof the outpost line of re$~stmwe to each tm!t:
they may further Mdicntc the important nrens to be held, fix
thq strentith of the several outposts, ~nd prcscrlbc thclr con:
duct” ‘in cm of hostllc attack. They regulate the $Ignal
COll}tIllllliCfi!)iOllSLObe cstnbllshed between ndJaccnt outposts,
nnd the support to be gtven by the artillery under the contrgl
of. the higher commander. If there are my gaps between
ndJnccnt units, the unit rcsponslblc for kecplng thcm under
ohsr rvation is prescribed.

R 313. Slgna! communicM!on between the command posts
of the commander of the troops md the outpost commander
1s oskablished by the commander of the troops.

M 31 !3. DISTRIBUTION or THE TROOPS. —The outpost of a large
com~nfind is distributed Into a reserve, supports, and, when
cnvnlry k attached, the cmtpost cavah*y. When Important
poln Is to be secured Me outside the sectors of the supports,
dctnrhcd posts me detnilcd by the outpost. .

TIIe missions and the dispmltions of the several fracthu3
Into wh[ch the outpost is dlstrjbuted depend upon the mission
assigned to the outpost and the situation.
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the outpost Is mslgncd R delaylng mfsslou, to hold n rRWW
pusltionon which tl~cym~y retlrcinevc(lt ofnlms[l!cnttfick
In force. It is so locnt.ed that it cm remljly occupy the
Une of rcslstancc, end, when its mlsshm requires dclayhuz
actkm, take up G position covering the rcthmcnt of the

supports.

m 31& ESTABUSliINOTIu!i Ou?PosTS.4Jpon rcccipt of lhc
orders for the estnbllshment of the outpost, Lhc outpost com -
mander mdms hh dispositions with the least practlcfibJc
delay. Until the !eadlng outpost troops fire able to assume
thclr duties, temporary protection Is afforded by march
outposts established by the advance or rcnr guard,

In huge commmnds it w1ll frequently be ncccssnry for the
outpost commnnder to give his lnltial orders from the m~p,
In proximJLy to the enemy, the fnithzl orders insure the
prompt execution of the most urgent measures to prcpm=e
the outpost to meet o hostile attack, Thcse measures jn-
cludc the occupntlon of commanding fcrrain, instruct~ons for
rcconnnkmce, const.ruetion of obstnc]cs blocklng importnnt
roads, and preparations for the defense of the outjmst posl -
tlon. Details and the rectification of preliminary disposi-
tions ure rcgulnkd by subsequent instructions.

Having made 1]1srcconnaissancc, the outpost commandm
designates the outpost line ot resistance h accordance with
the lnstructhm rcccived from the co~mandcr of the troops.
He fixes the distribution of the outpost t~oops; assigns to
each support its locution and the sector !t 1s to cover; pre-
scribes the kxmtlon ctnd disposlt!on 0[ the rmcrvc, and M
conduct in’ case of nttack; provides for the neccssnry de-
tached posts and connection with adjacent troops; issues
instructions concerning organhmtton of the ground, slgrml
communication, and the measures to be taken for nnttalr-
craft, antimcchnnhml and ga$ defense. He prescribes the
disposition 0[ nny trains with the outpost nnd gives the
location of hls command post.

~ 317. After Issuing the inltlnl ordcm. the d post coln-

mancicr jnspccts the outpost position, coordhmtcs the clls-
posltions of the mvcml Mlpwrtso complctcs hls mwmgcmcnLi

by mom CMW(I Infh’uctlons where mxwisrwy, Nnd sends

.
M



his mtpmkm m report of his dlsposltlons, He pmscrlbes the
degreeof re~diness for action of the several elements of the
outpost as requiredby the situat!on,

; “if n relief, the various subdhdslons of the outpost ‘conceal
‘ thc!r mmbements as far os practlc~blc against both ground
~find nir obscrvntkm, taking advantngc of exlstlng covered

mutes’of nppronch. They prep~re their positions for defense
unless the sltuntkm renders such act!on unnecessary. As
soon as practicable, the subdivision commanders make a
reportof their dlsposltlons, accompanied, if practicable, by &
sketch, to the outpost commander.

t Prominent points within t2]e outpost position h resr of
● the outgunrds which nfford extensive VICWover the forc-
Pround arc occupkd 8s obsenmtion posts as dlrecteci by the
mmmmxicrs of the several subdMsions and the outpost
.mnrnandcr.

S 319. When supports arc to be furnished from more than
mc battalion, a sector of the outpost position 1s assigned to
c~ch battalion furnishing the supports. Battalions assigned
!Osectors of the outpost position USIMY hold out their own
H’serves. When battalions are assigned to sectors of the

. wkpost position, the outpost commander ksues his orders

1[

!or the occi~pation of the line of resistance to battalion
‘ !~mmandcrs.

8320. SUPPORTS. —The supports me the principal agencies
f security of the outpost. They constitute the strong points
4 the line of resistance and provide for thek own security. .
ixl the okcrvation service of the outpost by establishing

~@mariis and sending out Wtrols.
;The support omnmandcr in posting hls unit seeks to cover

i k sector in such manner that the enemy cannot reach the
: ~1.ion of the line of rcsjstance assJgnc~ ~ the ~p~rt ~n
: i~~cro~~s numbers unobserved. On Um other hand, he
:’aanomhwsin the number of men used on observation nnd
‘; kwl duty, Ho organ~zcs the dcfcryic of the scctlon of the
‘f&j of rcskd.ancc nssigned to hhn as xcqulred by MC situn-
;:!;,l ~
[

A util~ WMed ns Q support is usually dcphyccl on n.
@i fl~c n11(1in n d(?pth col’l”(!qmdhl[: to its Ctoploymcllt in
,.,18.,,
:
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Ckfcnsive combat, ERch strong point on the lhm of r~sjs{
ante 1s so m’~antzed as to command nn ndcqtmle flcld of flI
to the front nnd to sweep with its flte Mc intrrva!s brtww
its position and those of pdjaticnt supports, Suitable IW(
blocks and obstacles are prepnrcd for dufcnse ogninst rnech
anizec( attack,

m 321, M 600118S the p08thlg or the ~llpport is compklred

the support commander Inspects Its dlsposltkms, recttfles dc
f~cts, ntld nmkes n report of ~ls dispositlonso preferfibl y ~n
companhxl by a sketch, to his, ~mmedial c mpcuhr. Hc Ml

catuf the SPM!CSwhich are dcnd to the flJ’c of h~lfinf r:
weapons nnd especially require mtillcry support, Hc render
$ub~eqllcnt reports covm’lng nddlthmal developments nm
embodyh~g the information collected by his patrols. II(
malntnins connection with adjacent supports ond keeps thcu
Jnformed as to hk sJtunlion.

The support commander prescribes the degree of readinr.~~
for action of the support. Grealer vi~ihmce k requhwd k
case of fog nnd toward dawn; it may then be ncccswwy {C
cause the enthw support to stand to arms and to draw 1111iv
outgunrds closer to the support. At night, it will smnethnv
be ndvlsablc to place the outguards in positions WTcrcnt hwI

those wh~ch they occupy during the dny. Where nn oulpmt
occupies a position for a consi@rable length of time in c]osc
proximity to the enemy, provision must be mnde far frcqww(
change in the position of outgumxk in order to nvoid CRPtUI”~
by hostik rdding parties.

M 322. An outguard varies in *strength from four men to a

platoon, depending on its location and the number of SCM=
nels it is required to furnish. Posts at n short dlstnnce “from
the support may be hcki by wcdc outgumds whi]c imports III
posts at a consldcrnblc dkitnncc must be mom stron~]y held
CMgunrds nrc nttmbcrcd consecutively from right to loft h
each sup~ort. Outgunrds cornprlse pickets, sentry squncti
md ccxwack posts. (SCCFM 7-$ and Cav FM, vol. 111.)

Outguards musk be ready for acfkm at all Mines. When
In C1OSCcontact with the hoMc outpost, the establlstmc(~ll
~f listening posts at night in front of the genera] Ihte 01
~bservatlon may become necemnry. I,

I



0! 393. S@Ml~ me charged with the observfition of a cer-
tain portion of the f~rcgrouud 0[ the outpost podtlon, w!th
the discovery of lndlcotious of hdlle activity, and with
gl%’~llgthe ~rcscribed nlarnt or $Ignal M case ot hostlld
attack. EWNlnclsnt the post of the support and the out-~

gunrds repeat the signals ghm by tho advanced sentlnclw
The duties of scntlncls m prescribed In upecld orders In

which all sent~nels arc carefully instructed,

U 324. The f’ldcl of view held under observation by the out-
post by means of sentinels is extended by fXZ~rO~Sdeta~~cd
bY pickets nnd supports. Pntrols execute reconnaissances In
ndvance of the Jlne of sentinels and especially reconnotlxx,
positions 01 the foreground which are masked from the view
of sentinels and observation points and are too distant to
be included in the outpost lines. Wee ch. 9, BFM, vol. 1.)

I%trolling in front of the line of observatkm Is increased “
during periods of low visibility and is of especial Importance
during the hour preccdlng dawn.

= 325. When the sltuatlon requhzs stPong support of the
~ctlon of pntrols, the outpost cornmnndcr may deta~l a recon-
nalssnncc det~ chment (see pars. 153-165) for the execution
of a specific mission.

WIIen the outposts of opposhm forces are In close contact,
mconnakance h Iargcly restricted w night patrolling. Night
jmtroiling rcqulres systematic ort?atismtlono careful prepara-
tion, and the cooperation of advanced outpost elements with
the acttvlty of the patrols.

~ 326. Within the outpost positkm, patrols m! employed by
supports nnd pickets to malnhln contact with their ad-
vanced elements and with adhcent swwrw and Pkkta and
to reconnoiter the ground bdwcen 8MJnel posts. Patrols
arc ompioycd Mstend Of ~cnt~ncls to ho~d under observation
ground wh!ch affords a limited field of view. In close coun-
try, patrols constitute the prlnc~pal organs of observation
of the outpost. . .

N 327. when cavalry is attached to the outpost, it operates.
under orders of the outpost commander
naismnce rnlssions. It is also employed

snlmfirily 011 INXXMI- “
to maintain omtwt



..
4

*-

f

4 .,

.

.,

.
●

between ad]nc~mtuul~ and to estabMshdehwhed posts ot
men dlstnnt ~alnk ln general, when not cngngwl In out,:
post duty, cmudry la withdrawn to n rearwmxi cchckm or
the outpost for rest and care of nnhnals. *

b..
@9328. R.Rss~va,—The reserve st?ncls out such detochmmWs n~
hmw “ken ordmcd; nt lcmt one scntlncl k Mdiohccl at th~
post of the reserve which rerndns d rmit. ConnectJ~n M
mdntohmd with the supports and nearby (Ictnchcd post%
Each unit of the reserve is informed ns to Us plmx of formn ~
tlon In case of hostile attack.

~ 329. COMIMT C)UTFOSTS.-AS n WC n combat oUtpost is
cstabllshcd by ench front Mm tmttnlkm or squndron in con- ‘
tnct wlt.h the enemy. (See par. 303.) When battle is in ~ ~
tcrruptcd by nightfall, combnt OUIPOSLSarc established by
the leading battalions and squadrons; they push their pa~rols
forwnrd in C1OSCcontact w~th the enemy (see par. 553). ‘l%c
action of the scverrd outposts ‘Is cmwdhmted by the com -
mwwkr 01 troops m dcscrlbcd in prwngmph 311.

When combat outposts are cstnbl!shcd dut’lng hours or
darkness, tcmpornry measures for sc~urlty arc hnmcdlatclv
taken by initially occupying the more accessible points with \
outguards and pntrols; the outpost Js then complet.rly m= ‘
ganizcd at daylight.

~ 330. If the outpast posftion is nt a considcrnblc distnuce
from the main battle position, the combat outposts of adjn-:
cent units are placed under a single outpost commnuclrr
designated by the commnnder of troops. lf the nrtil]cry wit,h

the main body h unnbk to support the outpost, some ortilkry
IS nMchc~ LO the outpost in ordm to [orcc the enemy to
deploy his nrtlllcry prematurely for the attnck of the outpost
position. Under such circurmtanccs the foreground of the
main positjou Is temporarily OCCUPM? by outgunrds (comtmt
outposla) detailed from the front Me untts on the bnttlc
position who cover the witl~drawN of the more dlslant ot~t-
Jxx9t troops (See par, 643).

R 331. ln generfilt combat outposts provide for the ‘clnsc
security of the defcnslve pmitlon nnd nrc rcsponslblc for
mfiintalning close contact with the enemy. For act~ontnk~n

100
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by outposts in tho defense oncl h~ dclayl~g action, see pars-
(Jt@M 643 and 582.

If there are frhmdly troops or dctnchmcnts in front of the
outpoot, the hlghcr commander must cleswly prescribe thclr
misskm nnd coordirmtc thci.r combnt aotlvity with tespcct to
the outpost.

1! 332. CAVhLRYhNnMomuzm UNmS.4Mvah’Y and motor-
imd ut~its secure themselves principally by a far-reaching
recom]aissance and by greater depth of their dlspo$itlo~s1~
the bivouac area. Except when in close proximity to the
enemy, a cavalry or motorizedunit does not secure itself by a
completely orgonlzed outpost. It sends out security detach-
ments {troops, platoons) to hold CYMCO1poink on the routes
of appronch from the front and flanks. These detachments
are preferably posted along some protective terrain line that
the enemy will be forced to pass in his advance [defiles,
strcnms, crossings, etc.). They pmvldc far thclr own security
by pos~ing out,guards and sending out patrols, and oppose s
hostile advance long enough to permjt the security detach-
ments to wtthdrnw under protection of the natural obstacle
and the main body to make its dispositions. Additional out-
guards are posted In the vicinity of the shelter of the main
body.

SII333. In oloser proximity to the enemy, security measures
nppronch a more continuous outpost organhatiom Whexa
the sccurlty troow OCCUPYm extensive front, outpost scctom
nrc nsslgned to MC vurious sccmlty detachments. When
nccc.swwy, portions of the mdn body me held h~ rcndiness
for hnmcdlotc nctlon.

The speed with which n molorlzcd or mechanized untt can
move pmxntts its main body to bivou~c at some dlstnncc from
m? outpost. ‘i’he number of vehicles with the out~t 1s’
rcduccd to the mintmum neceswy for pntroJling mxl com-
munications. AN vchlcles pcrfminJng to the resttng untts
we serviced and rondo rcncty for operation before dtirk.
Motor parks are estnbllshctl under cover and located tOavold
congestion and to expedite movement.

101
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SECURITYI)U~lNa S)W$WOf’MENT

M 335. With the approach of n marching column to close
contact with strong hostile forccs$ it becomes ncccssrwy to
abandon the road and to develop the route column ht o 0

broader formation. Hostile mtlllcry may Cffccthpclyirder-
dicfi doyli~ht movement on romts at rnngcs UP to 10 miles.
Open tcrrdn, extended hosttlc obscrvatlon, nnd the th~’cnt
of air attack m~y nccessjtate an earlier developmcnIt. As a
rule, tlmc cm be swed and 10SSCS&voJdcd by dctourjng
areas under hostiJe observation or fire.

ltl~e dcvclopmen~ of MC route column js effected by
breaking the single column hto several rough]y POmllcl
columns, each of which !s ass!gned n mnrch objcctlvc. As
contact with the enemy becomes immlncnt, thtxw coltmms

“are themselves developed into smaller columns. In the
development of a iargc Unit a IxMon of its strengl h Is hclti

“,back until contact with the enemy has clnrlf!cd the sltunttlon.
Time is generally gained in the execution of the dqvclop-

ment by msslgning the longest routes to the lcmling unl ts of
the march column. It i J

H 836. The advunce ~tmrd m~y be employed as a cov&lng
force to protect tho dcvclopmcn~; of the main body or ~t may
cease to owwte as a security detachment nnd be given n
combat dsslon as a part of lhe whole force. In ~lthcr
case, each column into which the command 1s dcv loped
covers its advance with a security detachment. T ●

W 33?. Erich unit becomes rcspondbk for mmnnat&mme
of its obJcctiveand M own kmt sccurfty M soon M thd uext
hlghcr unit !s developed. Ot’dm’Sfor develo~nnent frequently
assign rcconnakmnce zones to subordinate units, Teyinln
features that a~ord an insight into & imstllc dispositions

1.02 i
t i,
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mxwtltute CBPCWNYImportant objoctlvo$ of reconnaksmmo
and of oombat action with advanced enemy detachrnentm
IWWW inf~ntry wenpons ~dvancing by echeion and by
lxmtk take up mICCWSShICposit~onsCOVCMMthe sdvmxe Ofb
h~fnntry units.

R 338. W“hn the objective Is WCS1defhmd, development o~
the command can be cxjwllted by an advnnce In several
columns in order to secure Pmscsslon of cwerithl Wrath

foatmxxi which will facilltnte an envelopment. Eventually,
however, the scvmw) columns must be concentrated for bot-
tle. In c~se a wide envelopment ~s contemplated, special
security mcmuxx me taken to protect the enveloph~g force.

= 330. The dcvcIopment of an infantry dlvislon usually
teminates in the occupMon of an assembly posithm pre-
Mmtnmy to deployment for attack or defense. Each of the
units into which the divlslon 1s developed occupfes a section
of the assembly poslthm assigned to it in the order for the
development of the division.

Assembly po!!itions arc so selected as ta w, u far as prac.
ticable, screened from air and ground obserwtkm and re-

conmiissatlce. SpecM attention k given to terrain which
provides turn-mounds for motor vehlclex and natural pro.
tection agdnst a mcchmizecl attack. The general lle of the
position should be such thnt the troops face in the general
direction of their contemplated movement and havk at their
ciisposal fii!iivorableUnes of advance to their deploying ~.
tiofis. When the terrain does not afford cover, the aMcm-
bly podtion of an infnntry dhdslon should be beyond the
cffcctlvc whgt? of hosUle artilhwy. The assembly posNioII
of the infantry is protected by antitank weapons and local
security detachments. The artillery IS so disposed that lt
can also protect the occupation of the assembly position.

The movement into ma assembly position is usually exe-
cuted by bounds. lW@ng of units tn C1OSOfwm~tlo~ in
assembly po$itlon$ js avoided. Units are separated by @i.

cient intervals and dlstnnccs to insure th~t conomtrated ~F.
gets are not ofF@redh tho hostile alr Miack or wWery tie,
IiWh unit makes its OWAIprovisions for 10cMsccurlty.

●
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IE 940. WIICn R command 1S remt!rcd to cxeoulo Its c!cv~l-
~ qwncnt ~ndar covwr of darkness, OU preparations for the

maneuver am completed, M far w Pmct(cabh bef~~~ do~~~
: A covering force ts sent forward without delny to gain coh-

Wt Wth the enemy; xoutes of advfinccore reconnoitered find
marked befomlmnd; ~f necesmry, artillery protects M OCCU”
gmtlon d th~ wiscrnblyposition by wwyiw Mtnblc fi~’hIK
postttons before dm’k or completing its prcpmations for
night flrlng. M gcneml the provisions for night mmhcs

apply. Wee pars. 300-362.)

CHAPTER 9
.

MARCHES

i 341. (3mm&m.-In the combat zone, troop mW(?ln~llts m’t?
generally exccutcd by marching or by a combhmtton of
marchiug and movement by motor tronsport. Motor trans-
portation is employed whenever practicfible for the purpose
of increasing the operative mobll]ty of foot tlroOpsand con-
serving their strangth.

For the logJsUcs of troop movements and the trmxport~n-

tlon of supplies in the theater of operationsby various means
of transport, see FM 100-10 and SOM%I.

SO342. The ablllty of a command to concentmtc supcrlor
forces where rcqulred depends In “largemeasure upon the
march capacity of the troops. All elements of the command
must be equaily weiktratned mui accustomed to nmrch cxer-
tiou. In war, troops 8pend the greater part of their time
In marching; therefore, from the first dnys of moblllzotion,
advantage must be taken of every opportunity to perfect
troops in this requisite for field service.

B 343. A successfu}
their destirmtion nt
Uon for combat. It

march Is ono that places the troops at
the proper Ume and in cfiectivc cond}-
is the t~sk of commanders to rcconcilc,

as far as practic~ble, the conflicting requirements of rapidity
of movement and conservation of fighthw power by adapting
tht?k dispositions to the sltuatiou, mnklng careful march

~ prcparatlons, enforcing strict march dkwlplkw and the ob-
servance of rules of march hygiene, md taking nmnsurcsfor
the avoldm~ccof urmecessm’yhmishlp.
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M8M SPXVICS RtCWLATIONS 34+’345

W 844. CMIK 4NB CONDIT&CINIL+pCChlWmtlon to the care
M tmo~ and the moans of transportation IS esscntlal to
SUcwssful m~rchlng. Comnmncicrs take the necessary me~-
surcs prior to a march to place men, animals, and trartspor-
Itnthn in the best pow$iblecondition nnd exercise UMracces-

1
MWysupervision during the nmch to m~lntnln them in tlmt
rolxiitlon,

?Q!?45. Hot weather is one of the greatest sources of hardship
;Qna march, Every precmtion Lstaken to prevent sufW4ng
4rom this cnusc, FuN usc is m~de of wdlable transporta-
1km to carry the packs of troops as well as the equipment
ntxi loads Of nnimals in need of rellef. Places for long halts
‘me, when practicable, selected where there are shade and
J rec clrculat.km of air.

care is exercised to prevent men from obtaining unwhole-
~same food zmci beverages from local sources and from in-
Mging in excessive eating and drinking. The rate of con-
sumption of water during a march is largely a matter of
‘habit mxl training. Men nre encouraged to dr!nk zd2 the
w w they need before starting a march; they are cautioned
to drink sparingly ciurlng the course of the march. ~xces-
si w perspiration deprives the body of essential salts, the loss
~of which prrdkposes to fatigue and heat exhaustion. The
;dmgers of these two conditions can be mlnlm@ed by the

I
‘consu~ption of sodium chloride (common table salt). ~old
coffee or tea is likewise bcneficlnl. The eMing of sweets
grcntly lncreascs thirst and should be discouraged, Com-
mfinders arc rcqu(red to have all wntcr for drlnklng and
cookln~ purposes chlorhmted unless procured from a source
found to be safe by the mcdlcal service. They make the

1

‘!lccrSSary nrrangemertts for the rcpienkihment of canteens
‘~~accorclnnce with anticipated needs; they permit no strag-
~limg from the column for this purpose. In large commands,

lrcplc!nishmcnt of canteens from local sources S often lm-

1

~ractlcable so that water must be transported in water carta
or tatak trucks. Troops exercise economy ha the use of water
n order to make the available supply md!ioefor the maroh.

When combat !s In prospech the replenkhrnentof water cow
mmed during the march requires special attention.

.,.
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~ 340. The hmdshlps caused by COhtweather con bc mltl -
g~tcd by t~kl~~gIN’opcrprcca~tions nnfl pr~vit~tngt~~ol~~@ ~~~
sultnb}e winter ctothingt Ems, fnco, und hnnds must bt
Protcctcd. Mounted troops stimulate Wcu)otion by dls”
mounting nnci kmdlng. Pod troops sllng their weapons ovel
the shoulder to freo their arms.

Snow nnd lce grcntly reduce the rnte of mnrch. To cqwd-
izc the exertion of breaking the wny, le~ding ckrnents or a
column ore fmqucntly changed. In de~p snow, it may W
necessary to brcnk the way for foot troops with @vehicular
drag or a tractor plow.

b

8347. Troops nrc not kept in cohunn (m unclcr arms my
longer than necessary. Many of the cilscomfhts, annoy-
ances, nnd hardships of marching con be mitigated by the
exerclsc of forrsight and good judgment.

On gojng Mo shelter, the care of anhmds is given first
conskicrntion when the tacticnl sltuatlon permits. Trtms-
portatlon Is kept M good condition by regular care on the
road nnd thorough cleaning and overhauling h~ shelter.

U 348. MARCHDISPOSITXOWL—The factor which cxerclscs lhc
greatest influcncc upon dispositions for marching arc the
proximity of the enemy and the ncthdty of hostile nvin tion,
‘ The uso of motor trnnsport in the movement of foot tro0p3
of a column must bc fully exploited. lf the mtilnblc num -
bcr of motor vchtclm Is insumcient to c~rry all the foot
troops, the column commander resorts to $Imttllnfl,ustn~ tha
orgnnic motor vchjclcs of the units. In shuttling, n pnrt of
the motor vehlclcs dumps Its lomt to c~rry foot trmq~s, IOC-
turnh~g later for M cargo; while lhc otlm pswt moves its
cargo first and then returns to carry foot troops. While
awaiting thclr motor transport, foot troops mny move by
marching. The column thus adwmces by bounds.
. When contact w!th the enemy !s remote, the p~hmipa]

object of march dispositions 19to fncUNdic and cxpcditu the
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%~mmmentof ttoops and to conserve their energy. As far
qs “pwiotiwxble,march eolunms mmcomposed of unitu hfivhuf
the snmc rate of nmrch. In columns composed of foot and b
motorized troops, the proportion Is such as to facl)!tnte

.shuttlln~. separate roads are assl~ned to the several co!-
urnns thus constituted, or the movement Of the columns by
the same rend is echeloned in tjme. In general, the longer
the bound, the more expcditJous is the movement. The nec-
essary measurm are taken to guard agohst air observation
and ntttick.

When contnct with the enemy Is probnble, tactical con-

skkmt!ons govern march dispositions-’ March columns arc
constituted in accordance with thclr tnctical mlsdons. Ade-
quate provision b made for security. Shuttling W by com-
paratively short bounds to avoid an undue clongtttionof the
column. Ordinarily, certain tnctlcal units, with a limlted
supply of ammunition, are moved by motor transport In
order to cover the movement of the rcma~nderot the column.
Whether important cargo, such as ammunition, is trans-
ported before or after the foot troops are moved w1ll depend
upon the needs of combat. Service trains may be held In a
protected area until moved forward under cover of darkness.

Certain elements me ordlnorily not included In the march
coh1mn9 of other troops. For examp!e: air base units move
In long bounds of several days’ march: antiaircmft artillery
moves by echelon and by bounds. ●

M 349. A Zargeunit advancing agatnst the enemy 1s assigned
n mnrch obJectlve or direction of march, md a zone or route
of march.
I A large unit whose zone of much incIudes several routes
“dlstributcs Its
the mmllnblc
TncticM untt~
march.

Con@derlng

zone to its component units on the basis of
road net and Its own plan of msncuver.
k observed M the assignment of routca of

the $wsibl]lties Of host!le alr attack, the
length of any march column or serial should ordinarily not
exceed that of a reinforced infmtry ~giment; the longer
the column, the greater k the danger from a~r attack. (We
pw 369.)
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n 354. The routes we, when nccxxwary, iwwnnoitered and ,
rnmkcd prior to the commcnccmcit of the march; timely
mcnsurcs two taken for preparation o! stream crossings and
fok the renmvnl of olxtackx and other possible csuscs of
delay. Suitable rest nrcas along the route of march with
cover from air reconnaissance are 6elected.

Careful examination is mode of fords, bridges, ice, etc.,
before attempting a stream crossing.

b

sources of water supply ctre cxamfned and marked as
good or bnd. This measure 1s lmperutive in countries in-
fected with water-borne dlscases. If water !s bad or water
sources insufilcient, potable wnler is supplied in the samo
nmnncr ns rations.

~ 355. When seveml elements of n command rnarchlng by
different routes mw to unltc on n slnglc roml or when thclr
routes of nmrch cross each other, arriv~l at or clearlng of
Um point of junction U so timed as to prevent collision
between columns.

‘“. When a crodng of two columns cannot be avoided, ;he

superior commander regulates the crossing so as to reduce
i to Q minimum the dckty h~ the march of both columns.
, IVTcnstwes nrc talmn to prevent congestion of the roods or
the massing of troops in cxposeci terrain in the vicinity of
the crossir~g.

WhCn m tmforcscen crossing of the routes of two columns
OCCIJrS,the senkm commnndcr t’cguhttes the crossingObasing
his iwtkm on the sltuntlon nnd the missions of the two
columns. #.

When corps and army ~raops or other separate WINS
follow CIOSCIYin the zone of mhmncc’ of s division, the
ncxxwmty
Unlt$$mid

strops arc tnkcn to prevent frlckion bctwccn these
MCrear clcmcn{a of the division.
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of. each of those grou@ngs are
comsqandcrin mccordmwc with
immmandcr. Distmce between
by the column comnm’ndcr.

~ 3!J;. In cnch EWmond SCt’ViCC,
?narch IUM which moves and halts nt the commaml or slgnnl
M ‘its: commm~dcr, A march unit is an cffect!ve subdivision
for the reguktkm n~d supervision of nmrching. It com-
prises: in foot troops qnd mounted unjts, the battalien or
qqu@mm; in’ motorized mci mechanized units, a group of
approxhmtcly twenty-five vehicles or m equhmIcnt tactlcaI
unit. , Snm]ler se~mrotei units may be constit@.ed as march
units or attached to ?harch units for march purposes.

Xn each mwch unit, the order of march of the several
component units is changed daily. Alteration in the order
of +the‘m~rch of larger units may also be ordered when per-
mitted by the situation.

Foot troops usually mnrch in platoon column; cmmlry,
mounted olIicers and men, and led horses march in column of
twos; vehlclcs Jn section column..

U ~5& In a column composed of foot and mounted troops,
re~uI& dlsta~ces are rnpintaincd between march units with
a WCNVto minimizing the eflccts of irrcgulority in the march.
For motor columns the introduction of flxwt distances be-
tween mnrch unltx smve$ only to clorumta the column with-
qut compensating ndvfintage~.

Thq normal dlstancm may be incrcascd for the purpose
Of decreasing the vulncr~b!llty of the column to air att~ck,
increasing the comfort of the men, Qr for other spcalal
reasons.

I

U 369. Cross-country marches may become a necessary l~i.
dent @ development omd approach march pt’elimhmry to

battle, or to the exMnSoh of 6 command for the purpm Of

d!mlutishlng its vuh~erabillty”to air ~ttnck. Basic fnctors in
the reconnaissance and selcctkm of routes m ~]racticaMlity

. ,
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‘of the tcwnln and the loc~tlon of COW,ohhcles, and march
oM@otNcs. F’outand mounted troops constltuto the alementi
of n IMYJCunit most capable of cross-country movcrncnL .

. AU units nmrch with consiclcrmblylncrcascd dlstonccs,

11360. WUrT MARcsI~s.—Thc nccesslt,y for concealment of a
movemmit from the hostile aviat!on ond the importance of
c~ecting m npprcmch mmch under the cover of clmltness

[1’cqucn~ly lend to the execution of n mmch by night. Night
marches may also be made in connection with forced marches
or for Ihe purpose of avoidh]g tile exccsslve heat of the day.

Dnylight nuwchcs we, however, frequently unavoidable in
the approach to the battictlehi.

~ 361. N}ght marches arc corcfully prepared. The route
is, whenever practicable, reconnoitered prior to the commence-
ment of the rnnrch.

spcchd precautions me taken to insure the maintenance of
direction and connection within the column, especially for
motorized and mcchmized units. ~uides arc furnished when
avaiioble. Routes are marked; men are stationed at cr@-
ro~ds and in towns to prevent the wrong route from being
taken; numerous connecting groups Rre provided.

On Rood roads, foot nnd mounted troops can usunlly” majn.
tain the same rate of march M far a day march; on poor
roads nnd very dark nigh’ts, the rate of march Is consider-
ably reduced. Motorized units must akm reduce their speed
fit night. especially ~f traveling without lights,

ln movement off rends, the routes ~re lnki out end dheo-
tlon nmlntalned by compass.

H 362. In night marches, when protection must be p~o.
Wdcd ngainst hostile alr reconnaissance or attack, 8pectaI
precautions are necessnry, (See pdr. 251.) ‘ When troops are
bring concentmted by”night marches, dwbmdc 6houid find
the troops either in position or in concealed Iodlties (woo@,

villages), and the trains under cover.
When near the enemy, Mence is maintained and measures

are taken to suppress the noise made by vehlcks, motwsp
Rnd equipment.

m
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~ Ordin~rily the nwwh cnpaclky of foot and &mIted h“oop$
‘ts lncreascd by incrensinfi the number of nmrchlng hours
per day rather than by tncrensing the hourly rate of mnrch.
me mmrch Is broken into shorter stretches by halts of sov~
exal tiou&’ duration. A ‘long forced mnrch practically be-
comes a: succession of daily marches of “greater wmage
length and with shorter intervals o~ rest. “
~ The” mnrch dispositions adopted for B fm ced nmrch ‘nr~
governed primarily by the prospect of” early conhact with
the enemy’s ground forces. (See par. 348.)8

●

M 364., X%MMATION OF TIIE COMJMN.-A march colmnn” !s
ordinarily formed by WCSUCCCSSIVCarrlv~l of its component
Units at an lnlthl point on tile route of march.

Mtiut POWS are located in the direction of the march In
order that no unit mny be required to move to the rc~~ ‘ln
jOinfngthe column. They should bc inccmsp,icuousto hostile
air observation ml easy to’Mcntify on the grouild tlu’ough
some @tural or artificial fenture: nt night specint provision
for identification is frequently necessfiry (lanterns, llghts)’.

~ 365. Initial points nnd”hours’ of arrhml or’ c]carance of
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poluh tmd hours Of pnssa~e In such manner WI@ pWJSthe
lIIltlal llttc RSpremrlbcd in the orders or the higher com-.
I)lond(!r.

[Jnits which nmlve at the inlthd point gr line In ~dvmce

M W sclmlu!cd time, halt off the route of march until the
how ilxcd for thclr \ncluslon ht the mnrch column.
‘ When n large unit moves in several groupings echeloned
on Mmsnmc route, the superior commander regulates the
S[mtt of ench column by fixing its Inllial point and lIOUF

d passage, or by fixing the hour of its depnrture from the

fimn which it C)Ccuplm, 1~~the latter case each column com-
ma rider ctcsigrmtcs an lnitlal point for the formation of his.
groliptng. *

ll! 366. Con~rnnnders of subordinate units of a mtmch column
conskler the route to be foUmved in reaching the !nlthl point,
cnlculnte th~ time required, and start their commands in
such manner that there will bc neither delay nor unncccs-
snrv waiting nt the lni~inl point or elsewhere. They desig-
nd,c m inltinl point for the formation of their commands
in wlurnn of route or nsscmblc their units In an appmprinte
prelmrntory formntion.

0rdinm9iJY, march units are the lorgcst units which are
Bssembied preparatory tO a march; march groupings usually
Mm roule column by a succc=tve passage of their sub.
r)rd~na I.e units at ar initial point. The asscmbJy of such
prow)ings h their bivouac
m nccount of the rcsultini
mconna iswmce.

Tlw necessary measures

area 1s, when practicable, ovohicd
exposure to hostile air attack and

are t.akcn to insure the clearance

s
lt 307, ?WS STAaTo—~C) haur tO be fkd for the Skl’t ()!

;he nm4ch depends upon the situatkm, U}e length o! the
narch, and the hour at which the troops must arrive at their
V?sttnfibtiml. .
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when pmcticablo, doylight m6rches begin nt ns ~~rlY ~n
hmir as is consistent wlt.1] nliowlng qmp!o Mum after clRY-
bt’euk foI’ the men to lnwikhtst, dmnls to feed, and trans-
portt’dkm to be loaded, An oarller hour is clcslgtmtml wheh

the distance to bc covered wMd otherwise make It ncces-
BIW for the troops to g~ Into shelter after dark nt tlm cnii

Of the march. Tl~e repose of foot troops ordlrtmlly ceases
about one hour, that of mounted and motprized troops nbbuh
two hours, before the start of the march. The repose of
mmmt~d and motorized troops does not commence ms soo~
as tha$ of foot troops on going into shelter. ‘

I~ Unit& of the command which start d. hn cxccptlbnally

early hour nvoid disturbing the rewe of ot~~~~wtrwx$. ‘

‘ R 368. ~ORDER or MhRCIi .—-The order of maich of n column

.

.

of all arms advnnclng against the tenemy is dependent upon
the. teirain, the tactical situation, and the mission of” the
column. When contact with the enemy 1s possible, the order
of march is ad~pted to the p~”obableorder of entry of’units
Into action.

The order of m~rch of sccqrity detachments is ordinarily
prescribed by their rcspect~ve’ commanders. ‘I’he column
commander prescr~bes the order of mnrch of the ma In
body, nnd assures hhnsclf of the proper and timely entry
of lts units into the march column at the initial point.

In arranging the order of march of ~ column and fixing
the~aornposition & the tactical groupings, careful considera-
tion k given to the location of bivouacs of units nnd the
dhkm’tae each unit must cowr to reach its march objective
or next bivouac men.

= 369.”The column commander, hls staff p~rty, and the
necessary signal’ comm~cntlon troops ordintirily march
near the bend of the main body. The ~remainder of the
signal tmlt is disposed so’ as to Insure their avnllablllty whe~l
rcquire!d. .

When am infantry &lslon advances in severnl columns,
each column hnv~ng n secur~ty function consists of a tncticfil
grouping lncludfng infantry’ and artillery. Ordlnori]y the
strength of the column should not exceed a reinforced &n-
fnntry regiment; If tmmtcr thtm this, it is distributed in

●
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‘ dqi{ h pref~rably in woral tactical W’OUPIWXJewi’t com&cct
~Of irifantry ancl nrtlllery, (See par. 360.)

: ll?he maintenance of roads and the removnl of obstacles
LOthe cro~ country movement require the premrtce of an
@n@ncer unit new the head of the principal columns.

&Mmechnnlzed wmpmts are attached to the secwltg
detachments nnd d!strlbutcd within the march column at the
hmd a~~dtail of MO principal mnrch groupings.

~omhat trains me so placed In the mwch column us to

M readily ,wallabIe to their units. Bcrvlce trahw not lmme-
d(ntely required are hbld in protcctcd arens in rear and
sent forward under cover of dfirkness.

ff 3.70. In a Inrge unit, the motor elements not engaged in
+shl ~ttling operations arc organlzcd into motor columns which
ftillow the mfiln body or the several march columns by
bmmds. These motor columns mow conthmous]y at the
most favorable speed so as to arrive at their destination fit
ihc proper time.

Motor elements of t??e reserve of the advance or rear
@IJml, anti those motor vchic~cs required in the exercise
of command and control of the column, ordinarily advance
IWbounds in the road jnterval between the main body and
tM security detachment. other motor elements ~talni~g
to stafl parties march at the head of their unlh.

M 37L The rates and Ien@hs of march vary greatly with
the weather, We tjme of day, the character of the roads, the
mmditlort of the troops, the nature of the tcrra~n, @nd the
ohstacks that must be overcome. Average rata nnd lengths
af march are given in $OF!M and the flcid manuals of the
$eoaiate arms.

TM elongation of a column wwics grmtly with ● road
mxtitimw Weath=, the =@ltion of the troops, met the
UMWJCS in march dls~ositlon adopted for antiaircraft
prok?ctkln.

3JI each march unih the M@ng clement under the dkec-
thm’ of his commwilng ohlccr regtdrttcsthe rate of march
M acccwcknce with !n~ttictbns Mued for the m$tch.

Congestion M fivolded by the tlmcly report of the leading
un~ts of delays cncountcrcd ~n their movement. When ml
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‘Wliwoidtkbje CIWWof dc]oy k mxntnttwed, WIM in ‘rcm we
hokifled w la the rnh~hnum’ Mngth of the ‘delfiy; they then

wwduct thCtIMClVC3 as it II@ar hnlts.. ~
B 3?2. In ~noto~ Ccdun}ns, the Mdlng whiclc mows d a
~liYJCrhCt! nmrch speed which it dots not C%CCCd. ‘~ic I e-

NIQinhU! vehicles keep clomtl up on the vehicle nhc~d to the
~lmlt o.f $otety, regmlnin~ IOS1distp~cc at an inercased but
lsnfc Speed.

Since @enter dlstanccs am required.b6tween rnotoWcl~jcl&
as their speed is inc!rcased,the time Jcngth’ of a large motm”
Column Is nearly constant; For prauticlll purpbses it Jnay bc
tfilien as eight minutes per hundred motor vehicles rcgmdl~ss
of their ~pced. TM method is inapplicable when a colum~~
Is elongated deliberately under the threat of m ah’ Mtack.

In ~ dnyljght march the greater speed and dlstonccs per=
~~imible cause a motor column to, offer n more c!ispcrstxl
tnrgct and dlmhllsh the rkk of discovery as a troop move-
ment.

In w night mnrch the slower speed and closer dlstanccs
fncllitnte control of the motor column find pm’ndt 1he
column to bc lmltcd mxl protcctcd mom easily in coso of an
impending air attack.

Supply vehicles ordinarJ1y move at
order to make thcm less conspicuous

on the drivers.
*

{..

increased distnnces in
and to ease the strnln

~ 373. ?k CO?4DUCT Or THE M/mc~.—Ord!natily, trm)~ keep
to the right of the road, leaving the left free for pnssnge of
other trslfllc Rlong the column. If the left of the rood oflcrs
better concealment from hostile nir observnthm, it may be
Med. On muddy, sandy, or very dusty rends, :or when both
sides of the road provkle concealment from n~r observation,
troops may be directed to march on both sides of the road;
the middle of the road Is kept clew for other fmrfllc.

~n the cue of motor columns, the nature of the road mw
nmke it necessary for the VCMCIM to Wllze the mhltlle of

the road. Motor cnrs and mo@cyclcs scekln~ to pnss Lhfi

cohtmn move M the march distances bctwccu vchklcs ntd

Wce advantage of halts and favor~ble scctkms of the road
to work their way along the column. ‘

11(J
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374-’378
‘.

“@! 374. HCWS~mw UIUW 81, wguhw Mwnh 10 rest the men

;,Rnrl mtnmk to wWce motors, to RdJust cqulpment, and gor
;-.ptm’ t’mrpmics. I’twuhw hnltis we USUMY mnde according
:,$0 ,4 findhlg procedure. NoUflcWcm rclof ive to halts not
~@wcsncn in the mmh orctur.is conveyed to Unit commanders
j dm4ng the course of the maych with the lcnst practicnblc
;;,glQ~&\P.‘
? A ha’1~of fift,cen mlnutcs 1susunlly mndc ot the end of the
iflrst forty-five minutes of nmrch for the purpose of pcrmlt-
$tlng lhc~”troops to rcliwe themselves, adjust equipment, in-
$’spcct motors, vehicles and ltmdlng.
~ ANcr the first hidt, columns includtng foot or mounted/f
:troops usunlly halt ten minutes ench hew. The halts of>:
!;motor columns are usunlly made every two or three hours
; and nre regulated with reference to the location of facilities
: for scrvlcing vehicles and making adjustments. The vchicies>
: of cnch march unit clcxe on the Ieadjng vehicle ~n order to
j faclll”ldc inspection and supcrvkiom
~ The march units of n column hdt nnd resume marching
‘7simll I [mnCOUSJy, regulating the time by the wa{ch. At the
, sjgnal for Um lmlt, units bear to the side of the road and
stroops fall out or dkmount to rest..,

Shortly before the termination of the halt, the commander
‘bf e~ch marc?l unit gives the prcpmwtory signal for the
.“resumption of the mnrch; foot troops fdl in, mounted men
; remount, drivers resume their sents. EaclI unit moves out
~at ~he signal of execution of the mnrch uni~ commander.:,

f~ 3%. lt: is gcneraly deslrnblc to flnlsh the cloy’s march
~as soon W practic~Me; long lmlts h the coume of B daily

~..mnrch are not made Unless special cond!tlons rcquhw it.

~The l~ngth of the mmch or the desirability of avoiding

~excessive midday heat may, however, render M uhmqtageous

?jto mokc a long halt towmi the mtdd~eOf the day. Except
$br MC IIwrpose of avojding cxcesslve heat, long halts are
@@ cwdlmriiy mado during marches of lC.SSthan eight hours’
~XMraLionfor foot troops; ten hours’ duration for rntiuntecl
‘~.hmps; nnd twelve hours’ duration for motorhzd mwl mech-
@n17*d columns.
j” Cf)iumns execute long halt9 l}y Mik or tactical grouplng3
~which ctec.remmthclr mnrc~ depth and extend thetr frontage.
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N 376. The OrnlSslon of timely and aclcqunt~ rest pcrbds
plains a Ixmvy rcspmsiblUty upon a columh co~mandw.
They ftdltate !ncremwd rendfness for combat md the con-
~h’med mnrch of rcor elements of the column. Such hnlts
cm be omitted only at a crltlcal juncture when it becomes

nccwsary to reach an Important locality with a frRction of
the command.

m 377. MCIIare not pcrmlttcd to fall out during the march
or to leave the immediate v!clnlty of their unit during halts
without tho specific author~ty of an of!lecr of their unit.
An oillcer mnrehes at the tail of each march u~~it; he is
charged with keeping the unit closed up and with prcvcntlng
draggling from the column. IIe examlncs men who fall out
on account of sickness or footsore condltlon; according to
circumstan~es, he gives them a written pemlt to be pre-
sented to the Surgeon or requires them to conthme the march.
~ A small guard marches at the tall of each regiment nnd
separate unit; it has charge of the march of stragglers not
sdmltted to the ambukmce by authority of the surgeon.

A detachment of mllihwy police marches at the tall of the
comlmt troops of a division. It arrests all meh found nbsent
from theJr units without authority and, except in cases of
men apprehended for serious o~enses, turns them over to

their utits St the first opportunity with a stmtemcnt of the
circumstances of their spprehenslop. F’or organization and
duties Of military police, see Part ‘I’wo,BFM, Vol. =, and
FM 100-10. J

~ 378. The surgeon attached to a troop unit marches nt
the tail of the unit. He ex&mines men authbrlzed to nwnit
hts passage by the ofllcera of troop “unfts; &ccordlng ~0 thck
conditton, he ghm thcm a permit admltthlg them to the
ambulance or @&rizifig them to plnce nrrns and cqulp-
ment (In whole or in part) on the mnbulnncc or other h*ans-

●
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;,~mrktton provldcd for U@ purpose, or IWCr ikeatmetit
‘-d(rdis thcm to report to the guard nt the toll of the regk
nwmt. 0n6 or more ambulances mnrch M the tall o! each

%w!mmt nnd slmllnr unit for the Mwisjxwtnt!on d men who
become dck or disabled during the course of the march. “

l%r instructions concerning collection and evmmstkm ot.
~.cfisuattles, Sec IWt 100-10.

P 3711,A vchiclc which for any remm k compelled to halt
moves M the ron~ or RSfar to one MC of the road as prac-

Ucnbk. DimMcd”vehicles arc promptly removed from the
rond,

S Mo. Special preca~tlons are taken to iwoId congestion and
dclny during the pwczgc oj obstacles and cfcfllcswhich com-
jml the column to march on a reduced frontage ot othe~wise
drlny the movement. Provtslon is made promptly for anti-
a[ rmift protect~on; other measures to be adopted vary with
tho ~ature of the obstacle. It will frequently be advisable
to dctall an ofllccr with such asslstnnts ns may be necessary
tO supervise ~ht? pmsagc of the column, ~nd coordinate the.
mcasi~rcs taken for antiaircraft defense. His Instructions
rchdhe to formatlono rate of march, use of br!dges, cover,
etc., are strictly obeyed.

in passing through a short defile requiring a temporary
reciuc~fon of front, the leading unit increases its rate of
mmch at a point sufllciently dhtant from the defile to avoid
delaying the mnrch of followlng units; the lead~ng element
01 the @N mn!nk!ns the Incrcwwd rate and reduced ftont-
agc until the reur of the unit has cleared the exit of the
defile; other ekments until normal frontage has 6een re-
SUmd. Points v~herechanges of rate and formation are to
trike plwe are imjicated by the supervising ofi!cer,

R 3$s; ihxdable streams may be crossed at $everal pohts:
If a unit becomes extended during the cromtng, the head of
WCtmlt slnckens price or halts @ short distance beyond the
cmislng unt!l the entlro unit has cr~sscd and has clcmxi
up; M then regains ib dhMmce, lncrensltig the rate if
mxw%??ary,

In fordh~g ~ deep stream Wth a strong current. foot troops

Cross on &Is Mwnd fl front as possihlc, Lho m~n m~~cl~n~
1
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“ The mmslng of troops and vchlclcs in the immcd~nlc
v~clnity of the bridge sltc is avokkd. Oi’dhmrl!y, mnrch
units will be given orders at their assembly positions to crms

when their hwn comes.
EVCYYunit lokm the prescribed formdkm for ‘crosdng

not less than one hundred yards before rcachlmg the brklgc
and maintains this formation for at kast om hundred ynrck
ttftcr the tail of the’ unit has cleared ~hc brldgc.

The rnaxtmum lend capacity of the brkige k made known
- to all march unit commanders who are responsible that my

VCMCICexcocding this weight Is cut out of
cmdng at some henvler brjdge or by fcmy,
hmd ca~fic~ly of the bridge wIU bc indlcntcd
d the brtdgeapproaches..

the cohmm for
The mfiximurn

on sfgm$ posh?{!
.
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K 384. l?or jcrr?ling opcratkm, troops ore first assembled
under cover 1~1the vicinity of the embarkation points and
Lhew organized into tactical groupings carrcspondlng tO the
capac~ty of the means for ferryhm. From these assembly
posttions each tactical grouphg h conchrc~ccl ut We pro~r
Lime by an “cnglnccr guide to the point of embarkation.
Instructions for cmbnrking and dkcmbnrklng md for cotl-
dtlct during the cmsicg arc given d the assembly position
prior to embarkation.

El 305. In crossing streams by ferry, men enter the ferry at
lhe bow or stern and grmkudly move toward the stern or
bow in a formation adapted to the s~ze of the vessel (column
of files or platoon column). They retatn the pInces assigned
to them so as not to interfere with the handling of the boat
and stand cw sit as dircctcd. When there 1s room for &
tingle row o& horses altcrn~le heads and taiIs; M there. is
room for two rows, they f~cc Inward. Quns, cdsson$,
%vanons, m]d motor trmwm’t are USULI13Yloaded on small
fcrrk!s by hm]d; if practicable, tcnms nnd prhne movers nrc

MN@@ on the same ferry with their cnrri~flcs or tmllem.
3kMcks iwg Mocked or sccurcd by Iocklng brakes. In un-
: Itmling, points of dcbnrkn~.!tm arc pro]npLIy ckxwcd.

lnfnntxy nmt anvalry Amy be ferried hl pontons and small
&Mta ln~m~try removes equipment when there 1s danger

:M Ca@zlnj?* Hor$txJcross the stream by swimming.
‘ ‘$VIMII ?afts nm used, the center Is qauplcd first, and the
%MIdis then Mformly distrlbu’tcd. Unbading takes plOWM
Jreverse order, Lhe center of the lend being unloaded last,
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CHAPTER 10‘

,,

I 386. QENJJRAL.—in the thenter of opclntions, ,tioops nre
MMercd in billets, bivouac, crimp, or cnntonmcnk

R 387. Troops are In blll~ts when they OCCUPY prilmte m
~Ubllc b~iiktings, In the Un!ttd States fi~~dits oversca tcr~
Jtorics, billctlng In prhmtc dwellh}cs is Iirnltcd by Ihc thir(l
~mendment to the Constitution. ?n hostile terrltoryf blll~t -
llg is resorted to when desirable, In the tcrr}tory of an
ally, the local laws and customs govcrll b!llclhg, IWIWg m-e
!requcntly cmnblncd with other form$ of shelter h~ wh Ich
:ase the mm used for sheltering the unit is referred to AS

:lose Wets,

Billets afford protection agahlst inclement weitther a Ml
~creen troops from air observation. They provide, mbreovrr,
immediately avahble shelter and facllitote the proper care
)f men, anhna!s, mat6r1el, and equipment. Because they
limit rchdhess for nctton, billets arc usmlly undcsirnble Iu
?1OSCproximity to the enemy. Under certnin condit,lons,
the danger of air attack or of long rmge artillery fire md

Lhc necessity for secrecy may make it inadvisable to OCCUVY
towns or villages.

~ 388. When troops rest on the ground with no overhcwl
cover or under shelter tents or improvised shelter. they nrc
In bivouac. Although bivouacking facilitates tacticnl control
mnd rcadinms for action, it iu unclcshnbb for wmsons 01 ,com-
!ort, rest, and protection from the weather. Therefore, it Is
resorted to only when dictated by the military situation or
when ?x4Mr shelter is not mmllQble. These conditions gen-
erally apply in proximity to the enemy.

k 389. When troops are sheltered by hcsvy tcntoge fI.ont
cmmps), tlmy me In camp; when qwwtc~ed in tempmywy
structures es~ecially constructed for mllltnry purposes, they
fire h am~tomnent. camps and cantolln~e~lt~ ~~e mo~~ s~~l~.
nble for use h the communications zone than in the combat
zone. f t*
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~ $00. ASSIGNMENTOF SIIELTE~ Anw@.—The requirements of
the situation and probable future action dictate the dMrl-
Mtkm of troops in shelter areas.

When contact with the enemy is rcmotq march cmmldcw
(kms nncl comfort of tlw men govcxn. In large units, troops
arc sheltered as CIOSCto tbe route of march as practicable
and nre tilstributeit in depth conskitent w~th their march
dcl)th nnd in the order of march. Distmlbutimtin depth’
fac!]itrtes shelter and SUpp]y.

El 391. When contact with the enemy is probable, Wctlc$l
consldwations govern the dktrlbutlon of troops. Frontages

are increased and units ore echcloncd in depth mxmrding to
their disposition for bnttlc. Untts incapable of self-defense
agninst surprise attacks by hostile ground troops are quar-
tered in protected areas or Wth troops equipped for self-
defense. Service trains fire assembled under cover in Q rear
protected locality. Antiaircraft artillery units are assigned
Jn accordance with the general plan of antia!rcr’aft defense.
Headquarters of regiments and higher UIMS are under cover

w close m possible to principal routc8.

= 392. When in close prmdmity to the ma!n hostile force,
combat requ!remerits govern blvoumklng. Unit commanders

reconnoiter their nsdgried areas. During pauses tn combat,
troops rwt in pos!tlon on ground held and secure thetr front
and exposed franks.

~ 303. The commnncler announces the shelter nreaa in the
march order or ns soon m pmcticnblo after the march begins.
Countcrmnrching by my unit to rcnch its assigned shelter
nrcn Mh:ntes poor staff work.

ill 394. A quarterhzg IXWI com~scd of a sW! ofllcer, 8 med-
ical dlicer, necessary assistants, and representatives of aub-
orclhmte units mdces prcpmrat!ons for quartering ~ com-

mmut. The staff ofIlcer is the chfc~ uuurtcrino oflu~,
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@#M@rh’U! ctn’nngcmenb ~re complctcd priorto thd mlwd
of the troops. Quartering part!cs tnwcced SCWW~tC~YtO
their assi~ned nrcm prior to tho commcnccnmnt of the
mnrch or from pos(tlons in the column, dcpcndlng upon
whether areas arc assigned befoxe or during the march,

~ 3$5. h gcruml, qu~rtcring pEwtlcs fncllitnte the occuPa-
Uon of a sIAcJtcrmm and insure thnt fill agcncks of COIII-
mmxl, ndmlnist!atlon, and supply function with mfnimum
interruption, Subject to the approwtl of the nrca com-
mander, quartering pnrtics select the arcn unless !t has
already been selected; make detailed n!mngemcnts for 11,s
occupancy; apportkm wcas to subordindm unfts and allot
to cnch the ovailnblc focillties; nnd rcsmwe those f ncilllks
esscntlal for the administration and supply of the whdc

command (headquarters, infirmaries, message centers, etc.),

U 3S)6. As fnr as the tactical situation @crmits, security, sNp-
ply, sanitation, administration, and the comfort of” tro~p$
govern the SCICCCkm OJ bivouac sites, A firm, dry, well-
dralncd SOII,concealment from ah observation, find ]n’otcc-
tlon mminst the eJcmcnts are importmht considerations. M
hot weather, an nrcn shaded by trees, free of underbrush md
sufRclcWy hjgh to get the prevailing breezes is desirable.
In cold wenther, o site sloptng to the south, or with wods
to brenk the north wind, is sought. A good roml net ancl
ava~]ablllty of wood and good water facilitate adminlstrathm
and supply. Marshy ground or areas near stagnant water

burses may constitute sources of disease and be subject to
mist or heavy dew. Narrow valleys and dry stream beds me
mabject to sucldcn freshet.

9397. A shelter area lnrge enough to prevent crowding and
to pcrmlt Jl~tmWr comnmnicatlon without Mtrusion Into the
arem of dhcr units promotes comfort of the troops.

W 39$. DUTIESOF TISI$lhEA COMMIWDEIL—’IW senior omccr
of each sheitcr area is the area coviwntder. He is rcs~n-
slble for the reallotment of the area to subordhmte, units
~k local sccurlty, counteresplon~ge, pollee controi of jn -
habitants, its admlniskation, sanltatlon, usc of the vnrkm:
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m 39!?.When a town IS occupied during the course of milt-
t~ry operations, the senior comnmnder of troopsmust take
immedtatc steps to provide a suil~nbk guard for SCWMI GM
PWCC protection, dcputizlng, if necessm’y, s staff Miter or
subordinate commamlcr as men comtnnnder. Among the
inlttal measures to be taken ~Y the areo commander are the
establishment of m Mmlor gum’d for fire prevention, trarnc
reguIatlon, and the protection of public utllltles, captured
mnt~rlel, food and wdcr supply; and the employment ‘o! ~
patrols foi searching houses, locnting gassed arcns and pre-
pared demolitions, and seizing wcnpons and communicatkln~.

H 400, SANITATION.—The arcn commander ptotccts the
hefllthof the command by promptly ~nitfattnu and Strlct&
enforcing adequate sanltnry measures.

?9 401. Improper disposal of human cxcreta may cause
‘+seriousepidemics. Adequate ond suitnb!c latrines are con-
structed tn npproprloto places fmmcdjatcly upon going into
bivouac; in billets, additional latrines are generally neces-
snry. Latilnes for the men, usu~lly onc for cnch company,
nrc alwnys located on the opposite &lde of camp from the
ki~chcns and so Wed -that thctr drnina&ecannot PMute the
wster ~pniy of the area. omc~~ htfhw we constructed
an tho bmsis of one per Imttalkm or slmil~r unit.
‘. ACM am ke~t pollced at all time~. Refuse and garbaae
are burned im burled. ● Upon tho evacuation of B shelter mea,
fires m ext!figuished,latrines ml kMwi PUSfilled and
mnrkmi, and the sltc left in thorou[:h police.
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~ WI. In billets, it may be neceswwy to dMm~~$ InC~~CD~
and vcterhmry ofiiccrs on the staff of the WW. comnmtulcr
as public health olmxm of the community LONxukih?, M
matters affccthlg publ!c hcftlth and mnitntkm. E30urcwlof
drinktng wakr are tested and mnrkcd; ndciitiomtl latr~ncs
are constructed; Mcctivc measures are taken for the dis-
Posnl of refuse and m+bam; good o~~cr ~nd cl~finl~t~~~s~l”c
enforced on W persons in the shelter m’ca; a dispensary k

‘established; md, in general, al~ requisite measures arc taken
to protect the health of the cammnnd.

~ 404. bCAL ~ECURITY.--h each shelter arcn, the com -
mandcr CSIRMMICSan interior gumd in conformity with
BF!M, volurnc W. These guards are a]so chm”gcd with iiv-
lng warning in cnm of hostile attnck, g~s nLtnck, IUWWCNMIof
hostile alrcrnft or ground troops, and with the cn[orccment
of regulations governing trafllc control, police, use of lights,
Circulotlon of civilians, Ctc.

S9405. Detachments of the main guard, armed with tmti-
mechanlzccl and arttInircrafL we&tpon8and posted as out-
guards, cover all routes of possible UPPrOmXIby mechan[zcd
vehicks and provide antiaircraft and nnt~nlec~lanizccisecur-
ity. When the Huperior commander has not established “an
outpost, commanders of the most ~dvancrd areas send out-
guards well to the frent of thclr nrww. (See pm. 302.)
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?4 4(1’?,h ]M@llo torrltcmy, slronfgcr Mwlor guards, spcclal
“wwds for brklge~ imd rdlwny stnthm, searchlstg parties for
~ tdcphom and mdlo hWNlntlOnS, INJMMJof hostagmt c~mjng
‘ roads to civilkm t~~mc, nnd other SPCCMsecurity measures

h“voWcn tleqcssm’y.
Peaceful Wmbt!.ants musti be treated considerately.

Troops mus?i be rest.mined’ h thclr attih~de toward the local
pO@WO~o p~~~ilies will ~]ot lN ycmoved from their dwell-
Mgs UIIICSSrequired by the military sltuotion.
‘ Thc mhusc of arms, destruction of property, nnd acts of

‘tymnny, MMng, and pillage will. be ruthlessly suppressed
(See p~rs. lt)~ ~nd 109.) VVhcn ncccssary, local resorts w]]l

bo clwxi Or cerhkh was dedgnatcd M “off lhnits.”

R 408. The command post of the nren commander is. con-
ccfileci, but h so locntcd thnt M cnn be enslly found. The
route to it from the nearest roacl is indicated by directiw
signs; nt night, & shaded hnkrn marks M position. All
senhles arc instructed M to M location and routes to it.
To forestall ah- observation, trafllc” to and from it ls rigkily
Cmltrollcd.

X 40!). Amms.-At ench hcadqu~rtcrs nnd in each company
or shnlhu unit, one Mlcer, nnd In ench plntoon, one non-
comtnlsisoned ofilcer ts constantly cm duty.
‘ The area commnnder clcsignatcs R )*cd2yfnunosftfon and
lhr route thereto for each subordhmte unit. Intetingling
or cross(ng of units h avoided. ERch subordkmte com-
ma ndcr dcs(gnatcs an asscmblu pkIcc for his unit; in bivouac,
fhe assembly place for a company or 8imlhm unit Is its

[

firadc or park,
Jrn proximity to the enemy, each unit must be prepared

o move m the shortest possible notice. in a threatenhg
$1!mtion, mcn sleep fully dressed, with arms and equipment
ilo~c Rt hand; ~tm crews arc at their PICCQS;horses are kcp~
smldlcd, tcwns, hmmsscd, tmd motors warmed.
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mc~auws. At night, Q bluckout is ordcrod.

~ 411, When 81C1’tC(i,cnch uuit forms 011its WCnlhly @&
reports to the area commander Mmt it is xeixly 10‘mnrch, nnd
awalh? orders.

C)uMmrds recc!ve Mlr orders from the orncer of W KWY
of the mnln guard; intwlor gumls from thclr respective UMt
commanders.

In on alert, quiet and order arc rna!ntained by M. Each
mm must know where to go and who t to do.

The nrea commander may isiwe ssIeckU instructhm$ for
defense against chemical attmck. I

I
1

~ 412, CAMPSANDCWzONMENTs,-Whell are~s in refir of tl;e

zone of active operations are occupied successively by difler-
cnt Units, permanent wiministratlve groups consisting of
area and sulxwca commanders nnd nccmsnry a~~lstants are
usunl]y established. Under direction of the commmxlm of
the communictttlons zone, they prcpmw standing orders gov-
erning the PO1lCCand admlnistrfitlon of their mwas. Com -
mnndcrs of units occupying the cnm~s and cmt onments in
these arcns me sub]ect to the stnndlng orders of the mea.

In stnbiJWed situations, the rcor shelter areas of lm~e
units may be similarly adrnlnistcrcd.

*
CHAPTER 11

THE OFFENSIVE
$

Gf!lWXtAL PitI?WINJX3 *

R 413. An objecthre mav SomcLlmcs be attained ‘through
~ maneuver alone: ordhmtly, it must k g~incci through lmttlc.

A sound tactical maneuver, however, hes a wcot hIflucncc
on the Succmsful outcome of bottle.

Having determhed on ofiensh nction. a cmnmandw rnnst
ilcckte whether to nttsln hl~ OMCOIJVCby ntl nuk, or by nII
h!tlal dcfcnsc fdlowcd by an Nhdc when the enemy INIR
committed hie foYcc8. Itl the lat~cr cnsc the grcnt dlf(lcuil+y
lies In Wnlng MC ntt~ck. WhMcVcr his decision, the tom-
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mander, in making hls

8MIWCRREUUMTIQNS 413=416

plfin of maneuver and dlstrlbutlon of
WNXXS,musk consldw M c@pabJlltlesof U~eenemy and MS
power to take cmzntermeasurcs.

U 414. The fitfack Is chnmctcihcxl by flro and movement so
COINMW ns to crcnte m] imp~thc of force in mcleclsive dkec-
tlon where success will insure the Mtalnment of the objective.

~ 415. 1}1th~ Oflcll!jil?c,troops we (llstribu@d Into two prln-
CIUN t~ctical groupings: a mal?~.or dcclskw attack M which
the greatest possible offens~vcpower Mconcentrated to bring
about the decision; and R secondary or holdin~ uttack de-
signed to ccmtain the enemy, to force hfm to commit his re-
serves to action on the threatened front, and to prevent hlm
from Mnforcing the front attacked by the troops making theo
main nttnck.

According tq the situation, the mn!n attack ahns to en-
velop or turn a hostile flank or to penetrate the hostile front.
The decisive results following successful actkm on the
enemy% flank favor adoption of the eriveloping form of 6t-
tack whenever practicable.

In each tactical grou~lng, the mass of the available means
of combat is coqcentratcd in a main efhwt @nd appllcd in
the decisive direction. The choice of front on which the
m~in effort is to be nmde is often determined by the possi-
bilities which the terrain offers for the effective employment
of artillery mxt of tanks or mechanized WM.

In order to insure unity of cflort, the command must con-~
stontl~ endeavor to prevent the attack from breaking up
into a series of sepmttc comlmtso Unity of effort Is pro-
moted by prescribing where and in whnt direction subordi-’
nnte uniM are to make their main effort. 11’lmcomlwt actton
and dlrcction of attack taken by 8Wordinat~ commanders
must thcn~e such as to IWld up the mn!n effort of the toctl-
c8J grouping in accordance Wth the intentions of the auperlor
coiaimfuiero

u 41$. An envelopment is cffcc(md by directing a ~rt~on of
the forces ngntnst the hostile fhmk or rear while other for~~ ‘
contain the enemy nlofig the front.

A
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~ellti CW2]C,SS1J’(?J(CCNtCd]O$es Stll’@SC ft13Ct (?XjWSC9 Cthl’
We main or the holiUIIg nttack to defeat by hostile countcr-
Wack.

The envclopnxmt is slmplcr of execution if the troops h ‘
the main MxMc mre launched at a Wt.ancc from the cucmy,
An cnvcloph~g mmncuver executed in proximity to the enemy
1s dnn~crous find ordinart!y can succeed only when condt -
W3ns of tcrrnln nrc favorable or Visibifltly is poor (dark-
nc8s, fOg, W}.

In the MIMI deployment, n slmulhmcm?s cnvelopmmt of
both flmks gcnernlly rcquhws COINMCUWCsuperiority of
force. N3vorablc conditions for Q do2We envelopment
through the usc of reserves may, however, be created during
the course of brittle when the success of OUYown troops hm
Placed the enemy tn ~ dls~dvantagcous sllua~lon. In such
61tudJons, cioubIc envelopment should nlvmys be Mcmphxl
on account of the decisive results which are thereby attoincd.

= 417. The enemy’s preparations to meet nn envdopment d
hls flank ordhmsily cannot be as completely organizcci M
the defense of his front. An enveloping maneuver avoids
attackfng on the ground selected by the enemy; it seeks to

cndanucr the cncwh Nnes of communic~tkm m~clstrike hlm
in a dcclshm dlrnction.

The defender usually strengthens m unsupported flnnk
by reserves cchcloned in depth nnd In width, and whw~
.threatened with cnvckwment moves them In part into posi-
●tion to meet the enveloping maneuver. He may at,tcmpt to
envelop the flank of the fittacklng forces, or extend hh
flank beyond th~t of the attack up to the llm!t of hls
8trengt11. An Wcrnpt on the part of the attflcker to meet
such hostile extenslm may lead to overextension or to o.
dangerous scpnratlon of the enveloping forces from those

mmkfng the holding attnck It is usually better to tnkc
advantnge of the enemy’s extension and consequent ww&-
ness by retain~ng a deep formation of our enveloping forms
and protecting their exterior flmk with reserves than to

overextend in an d!ort further W ouMiank the enemy,
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418-420

‘+‘tofm%e the enemy to commit tho gi’ccktestposdbk portion,..,
j’!at his forces to trontnl defense.
..:: I ~ho NCCCSS of the enveloping at,tack will ● depend to Q
;~Iqrgc Went upon Lhc ability of the holdlng nttack to con-
~,~UM the enemy and force Mm to commit s 18rge part 01 his
: M’CC$ to frontal defense. It Smcim fores cannot be
~‘;i’~~arcd from the enveloping nttfick to foi’co the enemy to
~Jmnke a Arong frontal clefcnsc, the holding ntt~ck is given
1~ i~~nite~~~j~cti~e Or c~nd~~ctedso as to”contain the enemy

~i alo”ngthe cr]tical part of the front. If tho enemy attacks in ‘
~; turn, the troops engaged in the hokilng ~tiack adopt the
<~defensive until the enveloping attnck can ,bring about a

: ilecision.
.

4
‘M 419. When the enemy takes up i defensive position, the
commander of tt~c attacking forces should alwoys corusidcr
the poss~billty of turning the crwmy out of his position, and
forcing him either to withdraw or to fight on ground more
fworable for the attacker. A iavorabk dlrectkn of ap-
prcmch \n a turning movement my result either from the
previous direction of advance or from n flank march.

Since n Wrn{w mooemc~~tordhmrily rcqulres the dlvlslon
of the commnnd hto two toctlcal groupings which aro
beyond mutuai supporting distance, each group!ng must be
made strong enough so as to avoid clefcat In detail. Initial
deception mnd mobility are important fnctors in executing a
successful turning movement.
: EMtuations may occur, CSPCCMIYin the pursuit of a de-
feated force, in which the enemy cm be forced by direct
attack to take up a defensive posNion while a portion of
the attacking forces executes a turning movement against
M Me of communications.

H ~20. When the situation does not favor m envelop-
mmt, the mnh~ stack 1s dlrccted with II view to a pcnctmtton
of the hmtlle front. Conditions which favor m penetratkm
nre: enemy’s flanks unmailable; lack Of time to make an
enveloping maneuver; overextension of the enemy; terrain
and ohserwitkm favorable for mom effecttve cocumatlon of
Mm combined arms. Such an attack can often be orgtmked
more quickly than cm m ctwekwwt, mpcelfilly if the

nb$xtivc Is limited or n quick Inlllnl swxcs$ 1S dwihwd.
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~A pertctimtlon SCCICSto break

MH3VLAZItWJ

th conUnuity of the enemy’s
front and to cnvohp the fhwks thus created, lIIC essential
emdltkm for Succchssma surprise, s~md~m RrMNerYto ncu -

4 WNh!o the front of pcnctratton, ftwtnbic tmuln for b act-
WMICC of Mnntry nnd aupportlng tnnks Whin the ]NWJIC
POSiL~On,Nld S~rnCiClltf(NW3Sto COrt’y~hC Othck hNIKh
Mb its objectives.

.

The grmtest dlstrlbutim in depth Is pkwecl in front of
trio

the
● the

for
the
the

PMX3PMMVCfrent of penotrrbtlon, ‘lIic dlsMmtlhm of
troops tfikcs h~to nccount that cMtcr a penetratkm of

hostile front hns Men efTected, forces nmst bf?avdlablc
attacking GM enveloping the hmtlle flanks crcaled by
per’tctrfitl(ma The mission of the troops dcsi~nntcd for
executhm of the penetration is to Meet a com’plctc

break-through of the enemy’s dispositkms so that hc WM Ix
Unable to recoIxWute hls front on a re~rwmd he; until
Us mission has been accomplished the attacking troops do
not divc~”tmy of their s~rength to the attack of the fhnks
of the grip. MosIW counterattacks agdnst the flnnks of the
penetrntlon me met by reserves, by the flrc of the nrtillcry,
and by the support of combat ovhttion.

E 421, In the penetration of a defenshm position, the nmln
attack must be launched on a front wktcr than that of the
contemplated break-through in order to MM the enemy \JI
piace on the flmks of the penetration. The attack on the
r6nWndcr of the host~le front Is designed to contain the
enemy and prevent Mm from moving h!s reserves.

~w mwmnt of hrtjlkwy mdabla has Q ctlroct Ixmrlng on

the width of the front of penetration, The wider t,he f~~~llk
of pmwtratton, tho deeper can it be driven. The deeper tha
pcnetrntlon, the more Mllcult wlil it be for the mwmy to
cbse the gap nnd the more effecttvc wiU be the fiction of
sxwerve~111rolJlng up the hostile flanks.

As a gcncrftl rule, the mlsslon of rolling up W flanks of
a gftp crc~tcd by penetration &nd of ex@oiLlng the break.
through is nsslgrted to the reserve of lnrgcr units. Army
cavalry and mcchmlkd UWS nrc the first troops to bc
employed. These units are aupportcd by combat avlntlo~~
operattng agdnst hostile reserves and important objectives
beyond the rmgc of the supporting urtillcry,
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R q~ae wl@Jler the ynaln ~tkck IS based U~II ~11 enud-
wment or n pcnetratfonj W b~ttlo generally devek)ps into
local conflicts nlong two opposing fronts. Dutlng the course

. of brittle the combat act!on of units m~y umdago a change
M botwcm envelopment and penetration. A force that has
!Wtccesttfullycrwelapcd the enemy% fifink mny hava to mnkc
a frontal nttack to defeat s hostile reserve; or s force that
h~s penetrated the hos(lle position muy find s @vorxbIe
o))portwi~y to attack In fknk the hostile tzoups on elthcr
side of the pcnctrntccl front. Likewise, in m envelopment
the attack of all .snmll units must 10 some extent be frontal;
[n a pemtratkm, the outflanking action of smdI urik !s the
most effcMivc means of reducing tl}c stronger hostile centers
of resistance.

Q 423, ~lc main attack js charnctcrjwd by narrow zones of
action, by reinforcement of artilhwy and heavy infantry
weapons, by successive concentration of fire on critlcnl @3-
jcctivcs, and by proper timing h~ the engagement of tanks
and reserves. When tttc sltuathm 1s such that it is #m-
prncticnble to determine ln~tinl]y when or where the m~tn
atkck is to bc made, the commander of a lorgc uni~ pre-
serves MS freedom to act in the decisive tihctkm at the
proper tjme and place by disposing hfs forces in greater

‘ depth, by hddlng out stronger reserves, Mcluding treks, and
by maintaining more centralized control of hh @rtiilery.

~ 424. VVhiJethe mdn attack 1s delivered against the weak
points of tho enemy’s cMjwitkms, hostlla Mccu hohilng the
st~ong SCCWXNJof the enemy’s front are contftkmd by holdlng
attach. lfohii~ attacks are characterized by lack of depth
nnd limited objectives; reserves are reduced to a minimum;

“ wide zones of action are assigned to attacking uAW OrEthe
olher hnnd, the effectiveness of the fire which the Mender@
rMe to develop In the defense of his stronger ZMXAMSm~y
make ih nccessmy to give the holdlng attack addltimml flm
support. HoM!rigattacks exccutcd W large units are given
ccmUngent support by art~llmy lGcnted In ndJwxmt zones of
action; Mding attacks executed by small units nre shnikrly
given contingent support & heavy jnfnntry weapons.
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M 42& Dcpt?t. of Iomotbn for combnt rather than a wkic
extension of front is ncccssary fn the Mitid deployment.
S@TkMentdc~th m~kes wnilnblc the mums to moct cotMn-
gcnckx and unforeseen developments’ hi W situation as
they ar!se. The progress of b~ttle wiSIcnll for an extcnslon

of front that cnmmt bc forcsccn Rt, UIe tin]c d the MtlnI
dcploym~nt and Llmt stin only be met by ndcquotc dMrlbu-
Wn In clcpth. VVlmIIthe situation requhw m ummmlly
wide extension of n command, the hcwwed cxtcnskm i3

generally effected by Increasing the gnps bctwccn units.
Troops are seldom uniformly distributed along a brittle front.
Units usuaily fight hI tactical groupings dclermh~cd largely
by the mlvan~ngcs which the different sections of the terrain
&w for combat action. .

m 42?. In dcploylng for attack, unlt~ fire ord(nmlly ossianeci
a zone O/ actfou ~nd a dfrec~fott 01 ctUtIck. Thmc zones of
action r“cgulnte the llmits for battle m?connalssance of the
unit. It is not neccmmy that the mm of nction of a udt

be completely fliicd Wth troops. To do so PIRCCSrcstricl,ions
m maneuver {n combat and rwevenk the commander from
I@kilng up n mah~ effort. (8CCpar. 415.) A prepondcumcc
CMforce on any jmrtidn~ pfir~ of the front Is oblohmd by
vftryhg W zones of nctkm of sttbmlimd c trolls.

ZOZXXJof fiction nmY ba Mhcd bY clmjcnfithl~ thalr Intcrnl
Zmuntikw or by Lho wwlgnment of ~ front of deployment
ancl the ctcslgmtkm of the htcml IMWs M the ohjccth?e.
An OWNfhmk Is oMmW no’t bounded. In CCIQtfi!IIsitU-
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~jd$ons, the flesignmtlonM the objccltve m$y be WI@ent ~0
f;.~WIHCntethe wme d mtlm In lIUIW units the thslgnatlon
.M objective and boundmks Is mnde from tbc romp;in immll,.
~tmits tlwsc dcslgnmtlons arc mdc on the Umdn. Polnta
‘:ticsiguotctl SIIOUMhe CMY Idcntlflcd m the grottnd.

. Zincs of actkm of units III the m~ln nttack extend through
‘the depth of the hostile p&ion at lcnst M far as the posi-
‘ Lion nrca M the hostile artillery. Important ]ocalltles md

terralm oompm%ments shoukl lie wholly within the zone of
~~ct~on of a t~ctical unit; lf it ‘Is dmtred that an adjacent
~uuit ~sslst in the attack, its Rrcn of rcslxmsll)ility should be

clearly ddhmi. ‘ During the progress of combat and espe-
cially when rcscrvt?s are commlllhxi to nct!oti, appropriate
changes in zones of action must bc made.

Xn ordcr to trike ndwint~ge Of fWOr[lbh?rOtltC80! ap~rOaCh,
units mny temporarily move MO miJaccnt zonfw Such
movement must not, however, interfere with the action of
iMJncent units or result In a dangerous massing of troops.
The movement of artlllcry and herwy infmntry weapons in
zones of nction adjocent to the zone of the units they sup-
port k alwnys permissible.

The battalion la ordin~rlly the snmllcst unit whici~ js
wssigned a zone of action. $mnllcr uniks are usually a+
$lgnccl directions or ob~ecttvcs..
= 428. Rxperieuce shows that an attock Is seldom executed
cxncttly as plmmed. Since the enemy also has a certain free-
dom of action, unexpected dlfflcu~tics are encountered which
fhuy culmhmte h3 tLCMS. The ~pprofich of this crlthd
phase of the attack must be recog?l~xcd bY W commmder

~mxi h~s stafi m that timely measures nmy be taken to pre-
wmt a reverse and to s~mPe the mm d nctkm S0 as to
$mure a favorable outcome.

K 4z9. Infantry units OZICCcommitted to imtion losti OMlr
mMtbilMy for mtlMfmcnL in WC mmth of other mla-
dons. Infnnw cicpkwd IUIdWWMf’irc am c)mww front
only at the risk of lIIWUrrhIgheavy Iossm. The commn~d~r
CWImztcrtal)y influcncc Wc COUFSOof WI nctkm OMCbegun
only through the
m%iik!ry, find the

omploymcnt of
IW?t’wxwm Of
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. his disposal. 3f these me not mMnbIe, it Is better to
suspend Mo attnck mx{ make m rcdlstrlbution of forces
mther thnn to pcrslst jn m phm Of act Ion that offers no
Promise of sucmsst

In re~chlng M C1OCMOIIto commit MS re9erve to wXjon,
the commmldpr must consldcr that hc thereby 10SCSmm of
hls prlncipni menns of Influencing the nction. N@wcrtheJess,
at the dcclsivc moment of ~ct!on, every man thnt cm~ bc
wed to advant~ge must pmrtlcipate In the battlo nnd tlm
reserve must be launched without hesitation. As far as
prnctlc~ble, the reserve Is sent In by complete unlls. Rcin-
forccment by drMcts is avokied. Commmlcrs cmkmvor to
reconstitute reserves from troops which the course of the
action hns mnde mmilable.

M 430. !II]e location of a rescwc is controlled by the noturc
of the maneuver to bc executed by the unit to which it
belongs.

When the mmcuvcr involves o penetration of the hostiie
front, the strength of reset’ves is grentcst in front of the
enemy’s weak poln ts and !cmt in frent of points which nre
naturally stro!tg and dlfllcult to rcciuce. If l~hc mancttver
involves fin envelopment, the strength of teservcs is grentest
towml the flank on which the envelopment is to take place.
Reserves cWJposcdon the
of envelopment or flank
Iaterally and in depth.

U 431. In gencuil, every

flank of a unit for the purpmcs
pro~cction Rrc usually echeloned

ofhmsive bntt!e involves ccrtaln
phases of combat which follow in natural sequence and when
properly coordinated constitute the commander’s plan of
actlonm

Whether nn o~cnshm bnttlc 1s the termhmtlon of n
maneuver resulting In a mecthw engagement or is based
on the attack of an orgdwxl defensive position, a ~hnrp
MMnction In the hctlcs of oncndve comht IS djm~tiltto
mhkc. Whntcvcr WR’mmce there is, CXL%UIprhmtpnliy in
the pownr nnd rnpld{ty developed in UN ol)cning pimscs:
ISI gcncrd, the cmluct of the attack from the tlmc the
enemy fs enwmcd until ho ISde!mtcd Is WMXMMY1hc smne
in M offmshfe sittmtlms,

M? ‘



N 432. TM doctrines which underlie M employment of the
combh~ed arms in the offemilve are to cowcrve tha comb~t

~~mwcr of the troops In the nttacklng ‘echelon, assist them ‘
bwclosc with the enemy, and therca[tcr support their attack
until t]~e enemy’s pmwx of resh%ance is flnal)y broken. As
x gcncrai ru?c, the nttainmcnt of this objective requlrm that
UIChostile artillery be lakcn or forcc(t to retire,

x 433. In attnck, it is the special m$ssion of the artillery of ~
Wrcct support (see par. 42) to open the way for the tr~ps
in the attncklng cchekm by engaging enemy elements which
M’ect]y impede the ~dvance. Its fire conforms to md ac-
companies the movement of the asswdt cchc~on; it executes
Its W@acements in such manner ns to insure the continuity
of artillery support.

In the zone of C1OSCcombat the close s{apport of the ~iflo
units is tnken over by hcnvy infantry weapons, tanks, and
mechanized units; the rlflc unlk h turn fiflord each other
mutunl support,

At critlcnl moments M the battle, the fire of all the avM-
nhle nrt.lllcry, both that of direct and of general support, 1s
concentrated agnlnst objectives of decisive importance.

M 434. n~e best guarantee for success in the attack Is the
effective cooperation between” the troops in the attacking
ccheMm nmi the supporting artlilcry. The SW.MWWcom-
mander, acting through hls artillery commander, coordinates
the fire support of his artillery with the plan of maneuver
of the attacking troops.

In order to assure close coopcrnt!on with the Wacking
troo~, some nrtlMry units are normalty assigned for the
dhwct support of des~gnated infantry or cavalry units with
which they maintain constant connection either through
common command IMsts or by means of Wson detiachmctt~.
OMMMWHY,m mtllkwy bdtdkm Is plnccd h direct support
M m lnfontry rcflimcnt or 8 cnvfllry brigade. Coopernt!oh
tS fn~iif~iit~dt3YMbitwdly mmclnth~g lhc same units on the

~mnrch md In combat.

. . .
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& 435, In ~CllOIVd,tho m)~n/MWd post of tho (hbbn Wtllldry
commnncb IS nt the dlvlslon ca~mml IX@. The mm

@Iclp10 Rppiles in the cose of the sm~or RM~CrY c~l~~-
mancicr of R sma)tcr force of the wmbincd nmm

Subordkmte mlillcry cmnumndcrs OSWIIS!Itheh’ command
posts where they cm} most effccthwly CXCMSCtacticnl com-
mand nnd fhw dhwction. If LMs reqttircs Mat an nrt~llery
commmwicr locate M commmxi post nk a plSCCother than
the command post of the suppattcd m~t, he estnbllshes
Mlson and malntnins signai communications with the com-
mnnder of the supported unit. Very often commanders of
supported units wII1 find It odwmtagcous to Iocatc the~r
command posts nenr the artillery command posts in order
to facilitate a prompt h]terchange of information and ldcas.

B 436. In nrranglng for the coordination of ~hc action of
thek units, the conmmnder of the supported unit informs
the associated artillw commander of the locntion of his
comnmnd post nnd lrndhm troops, the results of imttie rccon-
mi.ssnncc, his plan of ntt~ck, nnd the tcrmht which can be
covcrcd by the lWWY ii~hmt.ry wcfipons. Bnsccl upon the
plnn of nttnck of the supmnled unit, a study of the tmmh],
and the fncilitjcs for observation. the supporting artillery
commander jnforms the cotnmandcr of’ the supported unit
of the number and general location of his lmtterics, the pres-
ent location of the artillery OP’S and those that must be
seized during the advance, and the terrain which the nrtilkwy
commands WIth observation and fire. (See pm. 480.)

As a result of the above exchange of h~formntion, the
associated commmdcm come to m tuwecment RS to sup-
port to be-given by the artillery and the heavy infnntry
weapons h~ the execution of the plan of attack.

The mllllery commander meets the requests of the sup-
ported Infmtry or cavalry to the limlt of his cupab~litim,
suhjcot onlY to ordc!m rocclvcd from hl~hcr ouI.INwNY. 1[
he rccclvcs n flro mkwkm which Confl!d.s ,wHMtho NCWSd
the INIUIXN*(Mtroops, ho mnkcs the sItwMm chxw to Mac
cmnmandcr orderhg the mission and then COIIIPHWJwith tho
resulting dcclslon. If the Urgcllcy of the S~ttt~t~OIlh SUCh
as to prccludc this report, lhc nrtillery comnmndor RCIs cm
his own hlitlntlvc hl ncctwdallcu WIM 111sknowh!dl{c 0[ lhc
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IR437. T1lC f’hc delivered by the artlllcry of direct support
should be observed fire whenever l]ossiblc. Unobserved fire
lNCMthe aCCUr~Cyrequired for the close s~pport of infnnt~y
Q]ld CftVtd~y iu th(? nttnck. It is dso wnstcfu] of thnc and
mmwMJom When nrtillcry of direct support 1s unablo to
drllvck effective fire In close support, it lifts its fire to more
CHst$nntkwgcts.

@ 438. h~ attnck, rifle wits are advanced to assaulting dls-
t~ncc of the hostile position under the supporting fire of the
artillery, heavy infantry weapons, and their own alternating
flrc support. Until the main hostile resistance Is broken,
rj fle units advance by bounds to successive terrain IMs on
eoch of which the fire support for the next bound !S organ-
Mmi. Fire and movement arc alternated in such manner
tlwtt a rifle unit whcxwadvance is made possible by the com-
Mmxl fire of ndJaccnt and supporting units mov~ forward
to au athmrtccd position and by its fire from that position
Mskits the Mvnnce of the adjacent WIc untti.

7’110 base o\ /Ire covcrlng the Mvmioo of the rif!o units M
muwtttuhxi Uy tho imwy Wnntry wcnpons nncl the mllllery
of dhx!cl support, ConMWiy In the support of hcnvy In-
ffMltl’YWC1’t~OIM i$ mssumd by f?Chch)n(!dfidVfhnC@#. Ahmtc
flro and movamcnt finally bring the nszmult cchekm wlthln
SW%I dlstanco from the hostile posltkm th~t the clefo~det can
no kmgcr sup~xwt Ms lentllng troops by tlw fhw of M nrtil-
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~ 439. SUIWOWVuf /ire rests chiefly upon the mtMud sup-
‘ port of lnfnntry and cavalry tmits, and the coordhmtlon of

their action with the fire support of the orthlery, It depends
not only on volume of fire but aJso on its dlrectlon.

l?ire effect is greatly Increased by cnflkule action. 3?kmk-
ing or oblique fire Is especially cffect~ve when frontal flrc h
delivered slmultnncously against the same objecttve; a con-
vergent flrc results which forces the enemy to defend Mm-
6eM aga!nst Wwk from severnl directions and thus cmwtcs
a powerful nwal as WM as rnoterid effect.

In the nttack, smnll units seek for cnfllnde fire by envelop-
ing action. Enfilade fire Is also isecured through the lateral
=helonnmnt of heavy infantry weapons. Henvy m~chinc.
guns, f~om positions Jn adjacent zones of actkm, dellvcr
oblique fire over the troops in their front and protect the
flanks of troops in the assault echelon, Light machine guns
nre httblttmlly pwhed forward behltid tho lc~ding Me units
to deliver e~fiIiWe fire tlmwh the g~ps along MO front.
Rifle units which have succeeded in gfdnkig advanced WSl-
MOnSdclhwr enfhde fhw across the front of adjacent ~ear-
w~rd wM.

lateral echclonmcnt of artillery for purposes of eriffladc
fire Incrcascs the d!fflculUes of fire control Rnd of aommuni-
eation between the nrtillery and supported UMJL The fire
of supporting artilkmy M more rellablc nnd efR.!ctivcwhen ]ts
positions and OPI!Iwe in tho zo!m of nctlon of the supportcc\
UIllt,

R 440. ?Wk wolfs ore ordinarily asslgncdthe snmo obJcctive
M tho tN’JOp!! thCY slt~)port. ‘mIC plcce-mcnl cmployincnt of
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twtlm is avokllcd; In prlnctple, tho mass or th~ tanks b
@llR#l@!d m U@ part of M frmL where the mdn attack M
Lo he made, The sWMMY d the tcrrmln 1s a n@or MMar.

Normnlly tanks do not opcrntc beyond the efleclive fhe
Shppcwt of the infmtry tmd other supporting arms. Tnnks
r“be,therefore, glvm succcsslvc objccthws which they attack.

When the hostile resistance nt efich objective is subdued,
they reorgnnlzc md prepare for further employment. Tmku
should not be tied too CIOSf!]yto foot trOO&X:If so, they WI]]
sficrlflc~ thel~ mobility and become n vulnerable target for
mtitank’ wenpons. Tanks ntt~ck in several echelons dls-
pomd III dcplh; the Mdlng echelon wII1normally be com-
posed of medium tanks, if ~vailable.

TM advance of the lcndlng echdon k mircfully coordinated
with the supporting fire of the artlllcry and heavy infantry
weapons. Tlxsc tnnks have the mhsion of dominating the
hostile antiimk guns. The second echelon, closely followed
by the foot tr~o~, mlwmces with the mission Of d~minat~ng
h enemy’s machine guns; them arc the accompanying tanks
that brenk into the hostile position with the assault cchclon.

‘I’M troops of the ntt~cldng echelon take advantage of the
tank &ction to advance promptly and OCCUPYeach successive
intcxmedla te objecthw. The tanks are supported by the
MMlery, heavy infantry and chcm!cal weapmq @nd com-
Imt avktlon in order to neutralize hostile antitank weapons
and artil!exy which may thre~ten the tank advance. Obser-
vation aviation cooperates in detect~on of tank obstacles,
hostile artlllcry and hmtlle mcchanlzcd force$ assembling
for cmmternthmk. Whenever the ncccssity for their zawviccs
can be forcsoen,” engineer troops mny be attached to tank
units for asslsUng their odwmcc.

Tbc employment of tanks In no way kmwns UM need for
strong artiIkxy supporting fire. lhWMY supports tanks In
the attack by neutrnllzlng hostile ontitank weapons, bllnd-
hIg hostile OP’8, placing protective ‘fires on woods and 1ocW-
tics which tanks mtist pass, mid Mcklng the movement of
hostllc reserves. CommunlcRllon bctwwm tho tanks and
lho supporting nrtillcry, both radio and visunl, k h~db~n-
sable.
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~ 4410 Tho ollotmo~~t O! hmks in comb~t Rixl the ~enml
plnn for thclr employment am dctcrmincd by UIO hlghcr
con~mnnder. The subwquent Mlon of the treks is con-
&Md by the commander of the tactical grouping in whmc
zone of iwtion they oper(tte, or by the Infmit ry regiment d
or bnttfillon cmmmncleru to whose units tnnks arc attached.
lli~ higher commrmctw k mspcmibfe for the pxopcr coordi-
n@km of tbe acUm OXthe mapporldngarms undm his
control. ‘

In some 61tua.Mms It m~y be advisable to CIC1OYthe ent ~y
Into action of the tanks until a later PINMCof the attack
because of the character of the terrain or the diminishing
fire M tho Mtlllcry during the assault or when batteries me

CMsplncingfOrwml. *

-442. In moving altwMms, the abi]lty of the caw[ry Lo
transport its fire power quickly from onc locality to another
ia utilized to Mock the enemy by surprise at a vulnerable
point, usually hls flank and rem. Cavalry is especial] Y
adapted for use in an envelopment or a turning movement
and in the cxploltatlon of a break-through. Its employment
in the direct attnck of m enemy in a defensive position k
exceptional and is avoided unless rcquh”ed to contain the
enemy. ●

The value of cavalry in exploiting a success b so grcab
that after having executed its rcconmdssance missions for
the attack it is ordinarily heki in readiness with the reserve
qntll the lnf&ntry has launched its assault. When tom-
mitted to action to exploit a success, both horse and mech-
anized clcmcnts of w cnvalry comnmnd push past the hostile
@organized elements and by a rapid advance endeavor to
engage the lmstlle reserves, a?Wlery, md vital MdMhttions
in rear. M m envelopment, the mechfitklzcd cavalry is em-
ployed to m~ke a wide turning movement to strike the enemy
in a W@ area in conjunction with the dkect flank @ttnck
of the horse cmdry. In the exploitation of a break-through,
the mechanized cavalry penetrates deeply into the hostile
rear arc~ while the home cavalry operates aminst objectives
at less depth in mar of the gap. Infontw In trucks und
artillery may be a’ttached to the cavalry.
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TM rnplcl chfioges In tho sltunt!on and the nttmenxw
tasks that confnmt tho cnvnlry commnnder require ttutt
&MMni ho plnccd M 131s dkposnl for rcconmM88nncC2lwl
lIRISOII mi$dons and (WM he bc WCII forward III the zone
of att~ck in order to get @persona I Vlcw of the t~rraln onct

s the sltuntlon.
*

lR 443. Tlm use of chemfcals by the enemy as s combat
weaport must be considered ns ~ posslblllty. In the itttack ‘
We hnportant conslderntlon is to toke tuleqttate protective
measures. (See pm’s, 203-268.)

Becwm of the cllf!iculty of cstnbllshing tmd maintmlnln~
elXective cl~emlcal conccntrnt!ons in mobh aperatlcms, the
me by the attacker of clwmical ngrnts other thm smoke 1s
limited. TIIC em])loyment of smoke must be carefully
limited M respect to both time nnd sImcc. Under favorable
conditions of wind and wcnthcr, smoke k used to bl!nd
host ile OP’S nnd heavy infantry weapons, to conceai the
nppronch of the assault echelon, and to protect the fhtnka of
m attack. It is especlnlly useful during short periods when
troops must traverse cXPOsedground.

In the npproach to the hostile pos!tlon the attack must
not permit M adwmcc to be long arrested by the enemy’s
Wernpts to bar movement by means of chem!cal cmicenk8-
tions. Contaminated terrain which cannot be avoided Is
posted nnd passed with the protection o! gas masks. The
area is dcccmtaminated at the wllest opportunity by spe-
cial chcmicol detachments which folkw up the attack. As
gas settles in ravlne$ and valky~, M effects mny gcaerally
be woldcd by mov!ng to hlghcr ground.

Chemical wm’fare reaches M greatest development in
stabt!~zed apcrations and chemical agents become very effec-
tive wempons.

U 444. Early measures are taken to provide antkWcr@ pro~
tectkm of the principal troop concentrations in the imne of
Rclhm for the Mtack (see Pam. 245-253). In the rear area,
antialrcrnft artillery my bc empkvcd b protect Impcntnrat
supply cstablishmenta
communication; M the
the asscrnbly podtlon

and crltlcal points on the lines of
forward men It is employed to protect

of the attacking troops and Wtimi
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M 446. The IMy cstsbllshment of the dlvkiion commnnd post
b essential in ohnslve sltuatimw since its Iocatlqn detcr-
mkms the general plMI for the establishment of si~na2 com-
mu fihat fret. (See pars, 210, 225-235.) ‘I’M plan must con-
form to the Pkm of mmxwer of the dlvidon anti mnkc
provision for the extension of the systcm of slgtml cc)mtnuni-
cations in support of the dechlve attack.

IJuring the prcporations for the attack, Yadlo silenco JS
ordinarily imposed to malntaln secrecy; dcpasdence 1s placed
prlmnrily on wire systems auppkmeiitmi W motor nwwcn~crs
and courlew. As soon as the dMdc

becomes one of the prindpal means
MWCMIY in the forward mea whero

. artillery End the muvemen~ of vcMcIes
MWwruptionof wire communications.

A8M!JWILY FOR ATTACH

is launched, radio
of communication,
the
will

me of hostile
cmtsc frequent

deployment for attack dlrcctly from march Mumns wltl~o~~~
org~nlzing the Whck In an aswnnblu VOsMm runs great risk
d loss of control of troops and of deilclent support of the
attacking cahelun by ort!llcry, oavalry, tanks, and henvy
infantry weapons.

JB44& ‘I’M infantry division ordimully org~nlzcs Na nURck
la the 8ssembJy gxxdtlon, (See par. 839.) ‘I’M dcvclopmc?afl
W* for tho Wack prc$crlbca the Infantry aswnbly poRl-
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M 449. M C@I unit arrives in M asscmbl~ PwUM, mwch
conditions cewse. Measures are lmmcdlately taken for
security ml for clearing the ro~ds, A PM of WMUoclrcu-
Mtlon is mntb ~nd trafilc 1s regulsted M and W of the
assembly position, It k essentla! th~t dl UIMJ be met W
@cM?s before rcnching I.hc assigned assembly position In
ordor that movement of units mnrch!ng at the rear of the
column be Interrupted. Communication b established
wlthmit delny between the division command post and the
major subordinate units.

FW selectkm of the assembly posiljon md security during
the development, see paragraphs 335 to 340.

MB450. while units mu moving hlto th(!h?assembly pOSitiOM
the MMon prepnres its comb~t orders and completes ur-
mmvmcnts for the execution of it8 plan 01 ma~~euver,which
lnciude the m?ce$sav arrangeme~m for cm~~nntt~g *Q
action of the troops in the attacking echelon emd the ar-
t~hry; wsjgnment of artillery WltS @ d~reat ~nd ~~~er~~
swwrt; attachment of tank units to the hfant~: prwidon
for the establishment of signal communication: and such
dher mewnmm as mfiy be neccmnry to assure the mmces8
of the attack Commanders of troops ha the attacking
echelon and the commm~dcrsof artillery unitiawhkh support
them maim arrangements for coordlnstlng the Ixctkm of
their unlt$. Ilattle reconnak$sanco 18 inlMUed by a!l unit
commanders at the latest when thry arr!ve in the assembly
PO@ltkln.

When the temaln Words hkfllclme cover, and a 10IUC
a-p~rmchmmih must be made by IXIUIICMfrom the dlvishxi
atwemb]ypo$ltltm,bfitblkms may fhd it WM$IIWY tO 0CCX3PY

fttwtWr wwembly posltlon far the purPQM8Q!organlshig their
attack. ‘IW final mscmbly podthm of in lnhrkry unit mot
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NN MeIll MNmcc M M lmst cover &oWng plWcctlOil from
hmilllct wnoll+rnls fire; It $hotilrl also, when prfictlcnhlc,
nfford cmmr from both grm~nd nnd /dr obscrvntion,

1[ tlm phut of nttnck Involves nn tmvclop!n~ maneuver. the
owwmbly posltlon~ of the enveloping force zme set off at R
@Ikl(mt Intervnl from the troops [n the l~oldii~gm mck so

M b preclude Mm’fmnce between unit.s when clcploycd for
attack. P .

6451, Whenever practicable, the &Mlery Is so deployed
,

Wst it cRn protect the occupotlon oi nsscmbly posltkms and
~uppol*t lhc M)scquent Mtnck from the sttme posttlon weas.
When, bccwsc of m?favomble terrnln mxi the cftect of” hos-
tile limo the osscmbly posit~ons of the a.ttacklng troops am
too tllstant from the enemy, the artlllcry of direct support
must CMPMCCfowwd by cchclon jn order to M hI close
lMdson with the attncking echeloq M its find assqnbly
positions,

While the !nfnntry Js organizing its attack, the artillery
complctcs prcpmmtlon of flrc md ntrnngcmcnLs for stlpport-
ing the attack. Artillery airplanes me placed at the disposal
of the senior twtilhwy commander in ordor thnt the hostile
artillery stnd Mwgett’oo~ ttsscmbltcs may be located and fire
conducted on important targets at long range.

TM result of the complete development of the cotnnmmi
is to dMrllmtc tho troops in accordance with the cmnmnnd-
er’n plmn of action in an approach formation ud~pted to
minimizing the effects of hostile artillery fire and air attack. .

MEETINOENOACIEMENT‘

~ 402. OENERAL.—A ?McC/f?$@CllfXlflCWW t h o cdllsimt h?-

twccn lwo OPPOXIIIKfOrCCNcnch d which k mom m’ lrss
tmprcpmxx( for bnltlc. O~dhmrNY, lhc col!lslon IS tancx-
pcctcd ttnd CWSCCI by unccrtninty or obscurity in the sMa-
tfau. Tills aspeck is nwre often present h] the opcrntions of
&$mallcrunits oml In situations where the means of rccon-
n~kmmce have bwm unable to function.

A meeting engfi$ement muy also ~en?mewhen each oppo-
mnt M cognizant of the other, yet orto or @th dcclde to at-

some tactlcnl adianta~e, to gRh I’
or dmply out of n fcding 0[
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~t$pcriority:or It mny occIIr when one opponent decides to
clcploy hastily for dcfcnsc wh!le the other nttncks before this
W12nsc cm bc orgimlzcd$ U3cc par. 519.)

~ 453. lU z meeting eng~gemcnt, immed[ate orders and
mplciity of action me cssentln); by n prompt exercise of
(nltlntive$ end&vor must be maclc to Wow the enemy on tl~e
dcfcnslve nnd prevent h]m from orgmlzhg hls detense. A
gte~t adv@8ge accrues to the force which first succeqls in
making effective prqxuations fo; battle. ActIon cannot be
delayed nwnithg the results of detathxl reconnais!mrtces.
thmrnpt estlmatc of the situation, quick dechion, and an
~~~’~ydevelopment nnd deployment o.f mm’ch COIUmnSare
csscnUnl to success.

The tactical sltuntlon which develops n3 the result of first
cont~ct has n strong hflumcc on the subsequent course of
hcttort, Unless commanders are WCI1forward whm the
enemy is engaged, units maj easjly get out of hand Rnd ~
scwwe hmxlkmp be placed uPon their troop knding. .

@ 454. TiIe meeting engagemcmt calls for the widest pos-
sibjc exercise of OWlcttiw by dlvMon m~d subordinate cotn-
mwcicrs in the cxecutlon of the ~cnernl mission mslgned to
the commnnd. Information gnined by reconnaissance agen-
~IcS (nvi~ticm, cavairy, motor dcrnmts, advance gu~rd) dur-
ing t,he advnncc of the division affords a bask for the com-
m ndcr% prellrnhwy dlspmitlon, and may enable him to
determine the general line of engagement with the enemy
nnd the plan of attack. As a rule, however, the enemy’s
l~~cntionsj wilt rcmnln obscure nttd wU1seldom bQ clnr!ficd
ttt~kllnftcr tho MM] ewwmmt.

U m Important tcrrnl”n fcn($~wc11(?3Jn Mc c~mmon zone of
iwn mm, the mew’s ctwabilltles for n rapki advance to
giebwthi~ objectlvc must be consldcrcd; M there IS nO suit-
~l~ic Lcrraiu objective nnd ,the cnerny locks rewlincss for

?@ploYmcnt, it may be mwncd thnt hc will act VIM due
mutlon.
~ when Mnely information ● of the enemy 1Slacking, subor-
~hmtc column commanders must be rel~cd UPOnto exercise

I

‘heir initiative and make Important decisions h’t consonance
‘lth the gcncr~l mis~ian of tJM CNMUNUUN~mld LM?Mentkmn,
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duty of the lmtter to
the O$kl’~~iOMwhich
coordhmte thclr 8c-

N 455, DEVELOPMENT ANDI)EPI,OYMENT.-ThC employment of
the ncivmxm WWd nnd t]~e nrtillery COMIMXXI the com-
mander’s first problem and Um basis for the ‘employm~n~ of
the infnntry of khc main body.

The Mtloi orders for a development me ordinarily kmucd
in frngrnt3ntary form to the various elemonk of the com-
mand. The seqtmce h~ which orders arc lssucd is bmwd
upon the priority of cxecut~on and the tjmc required for
execution.

8456. When hostile resistance Is encountered, N h the
special miss~on of the advance wzrd to secure possessim~ of
terrain that will afford good observation for the artillery
and heRvy infantry weapons, and’ to gfiin time and sp~ce
required for the development and deployment of the main
body. Ordhmrily, this mission requires aggressive ttction
against the enemy’s leading troops; however, unfavorable
tcrroin or m encounter with supcrlor hostile forccs mny
make a defense or n Mmltcd rctlremcnt actvlsnblc in orclnr
to preserve the commander’s freedom of action. ‘

As n gencrol rule, the nclvance guard most effectively per-
forms W mission when, after securing possession of the.
essmtlal terrain features, it @ dlsposcd so as to cover the
deployment of the m~in body. MS artillery, deploying on a
broad front, opens long-range fire on enemy columns forc-
ing them to an early extension and Interdicting the princip~l
routes of appronch.

The ditisfo?lal cuval~v, “after withdrawal from the front
.of the advance-guard infantry, M employed on the flanks

‘ either to screen our own dispositions or to execute rcconnals-
smmo agnlnst tho hostile flanks and rem, or Mmfiy be held in
mobile reserve.

B 4670 The early entry
urtfllmy with the main
the development of the

into action of at
Ixidy is essenti~l
infantry Into M
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Jcnst a part of the
in order to protect
assembly positions,



Wc suptmrt nnd cohmlon to the battle front, and gah an
M@Y prcpwxlwancc over the hostllc nrtlllcry.

OCCUpOt410nof tcmpomry firin~ p(J$~tfonsor of P~8itl~M In
rc~dhmss bY R $xMon of tll~ nr~~l~e~Y~nY be neccs~ry ~~
emter to insure thnt as for RSprnc!,lcd)le ~nfantry does not
come under hostile fire witho~~t ~~’~l~l@rYPr~te~t~~n~ me

“rnnss 01 the nrtfllkry 0ccuJ3ks M fhlw positions as soon au
pwtctlcableo ~

The employment of tho arlilIery in a mccth~g engagement
vmries considerably with the sMuMon, the prlnclpal ftickm
being the prcv~ou distribution of the artillery to the several
mnrch columns, the nature of the hWAd contact with the
enemy, the locatlon of the MunLrY assembly positions, the
terrain, and the ability of the artillery to concentrate its fire
on the decisive objective.

Although initially the scparute column commanders are
Permitted to employ their attached artillery as the local
situation may require, direct control of the artillery is
obtnincd by th~ division commondcr at the earliest prac-
ticable moment. As the first reinforcing batteries go into
action, he grmiually ccntrnllzes control of the mass of the
artillery in the hands of the division ~rtillery commander.

X WI. The division commnnder develops the ~ntu?~truof the
mdn body by wwlgnhw mnrch obJccthros to the lmrger ln-
hintuy units. Such objectives arc usually the sections of the
assembly position to be occupied by the units concerned.
If the situation requh’es a reinforcement of the advance
guard In order to seize or hold an fn~tial tactical advantage,
the necessary troops are promptly committed to action.

@ 459. Should W commnndcr dccldc that rapidity of action
k essential in order to retain a tacUcal advantage, he may
forego m occupation of a$semW p@thm and Issuo the
necessary orders to the hwge~ infantry uMts while they we

h mm+ch columns. Such action k akO hdcfkted when OCCU-
PWOn d m nssmbly position may h: endangered by hostile
alr Wnck or long-rango artillery fire.

A plan of dcveloprncnt once begun wr& still be modified
;If a change
~ex~mple, the

‘,

in the sltuatlon makes thls dealrable,
dlvislon commander nmy deploy ~taln

14Q
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M 400. The gictlon Of the main hotly js pr~pnrcd M 0411cmly
stage of the advance by the command aud mtillcry rewm-
RMl!SNlnCCd(!hi~ mWChhlg with the dtvkhnl CiMUdl~or
other Jading clcmcnts of the dlviskm. WCC pm 166.)
ThcJr reconnalssoncc forms the bash for the deployment of
the twtllkry snd the development of the nmin body. The
reconrmissance clctnlls operate In accordance with instruc-
ts of the division commander and the commander of the
tmtilkwy bnscd on the hformntion obtained by the recon-
nnlssmmc avintlon, Lhe divisional cavalry, and other agcnclrs
Of infnrnmtlona ●

me division commander endcaw’ws to clm4fy the sittw.ffon
by intensifying rcconmlssnncc chnkm the cievclopmcnt of
the mnh body. He gives the dhd~jion wintlon, the cavalry,
and the advance gunrd the ncccsmry hlstructpns to tilk
dIcct and In addition sends staff parties to p6ints on the
front about which he particularly desires informntkm. HC
indlca%es the CSSCIMB1 elements of information deshcd so
that the actMties of the rccoi’maksancc agencies wII1 bc
properly oriented and coordhmt-ed. ReconnnlSnnce SCCkq

qmc!itlly to discover me weak points in the enemy% dis-
.gmsitkms, the locatlon of his flanks and his wtillcry posi-l
Wins, and the most favorable routes of hostllc approfich,
ArW#cWYntrplnn- two plncod at t~lc dlw~sltlon of lhu m4.l1-
tm=ycommander as mmn a9 the artillery deploys for ffctkm. I



a 462. ~RIM!MFO~ ATT/wK,-Aftct wm!ildctlng the htforrTtt4-
tkm of tho WIIUy aud Mcmlly troops, hls mbskm, the teb
rain, and the recommml~tic)fis of the artlllcry commnrtder
RU(Iother sW! ofllcms, thc cmmmndtw mnkcs hls dcclskm,
comp!otes Mi pkm Of nttnck, nnd issues MS &ttnck order so
lIM it will remh units by the thno they arrive at nmrch
~bj~ctiv~ or assembly POSIUOUS.

The plm of attnck is”bnsccl upon nn envelopment or a.
penetration, (E3ccpars. 415422.)

The attack order gives such information o! the sltuatlon
aa 1s cssentinl for the proper guidance of subordinate com-
manders, states the gcnerd plm of attack, g!ves Instructlon$
relntive tO reconnaibssarice m~cl scctwlty, assigns zones of
~ction, ob@ctlves, nnd other missions to the several units of
the division, and gives the location of the dhdslon command
post, the oxis of signal communlcatlon, and the advanced
mcsmgc center if one Is to be established.

13cpending on the maneuver to be executed, a genwil line
of cie~arture is designated from which the attiicking troops
are launched at a prescribed hour, or separate lines of
departure and hours are assigned to the several attacking
units.

EJ 4G3. When the necessity for protection by
gtmrd cc~ses, its units are assembled when
placed M reserve or rehmed b the control of
commander.

the advance
relieved and
their organic

U #j4. CONtWCTm TIIE ihTACK.—~le commander ~g e~ch
Mmtxy unl~ WWCU$M advwm M ~he fis!dgned aone Of
wtion in c,ccordance with h!s phm of moneuver. Each
wault UIIMprovides reconnaissance ckments to reconnoiter
its zone of nctlon, nnd supports the notion of these rccorr-
nai::sance elements with its henvy infantry wenpons. M
order M keep Uoops WCUin hnnci, it is ndvbabie to rcgulato
tile agtvance of units prior to contact with the hostile main
‘f~rces by successive bounds from one terrain llne to the
next, and with reference la a designated base unit. ‘IWraiII
jfeatures which. afford extended obscrvatkm, or which are
:athor-w!se of tacticnl !mportnxtcc, constitute the objcctivwi
;of CtlChlxiuud,b,,..
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Each infantry battalion of tho ~ttackh~g cchdon clhwcts
‘ lb mavcmw~t to lhe most advonced position In which It cun

make its find prcpmatlons under cover from hostile sm8l1-
arms fire. ●

n 4G5. Artillery supports the infantry attmk hy succcsshm
concentrations ns fnr as practicable in accordance with the
requests of the Infantry commanders. ‘l%e dMskm com-
mnnder regulates concentrations of artil~cry fire so &5 to
bring the grcakxt ]]osslble volume of fire on objectives of
decisive !mportancc at the criticm~ moments of the attack.
Economy of ammunition generally requlreii artillery fire to be
delivered in short bursts, Infantry units must take immedia-
te advmtnge of artillery fire effect to gain ground to the
front.

= 460. TIM conduct of the attack In advancing from the first

firing positions of the infantry is executed in accordance
with paragraphs 436 to 439. These prMciples apply wheU~er
the deployment for attack is mndc from an nsscmbly posl-
tion or directly from march columm The assault and the
contbwakwz o/ 2M attack orc executed In accordance with
the principles enunciated in paragraphs 488 to 49(L

ATThCKOFANORGANIZED POSZTK)II?

.

n 46?. PRZLZBfIIIWUtYOPERATION&-h the gamrftl Cfksc, the
enamy will attempt to screen his main position imd deceive
the attacker M to 111sdispositions by the employment of
Covering forca. Therefore, a thorough tcconnatmuzce of
the hostile position and its foreground b of Prlrnary lm -
Portame. ThkI reconnaissance seeks CSIXXWIYto determine
the MWon, depth, and cxtcnslon of W hostile ImttIc posi-
tiono the hodiile occupation of the foreground of the positkm,
gazwxi areiw, and the general deployment of the hostlie
artillery.
“ It involves Nso a Wmmgh study of the m~p md S& photo- ~
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. FI13L08M!VICX REGULATIONS 40&470

i 468. If our W rccmwmlswwe and the nctlo~ of our ad-
vnnced dettwhmenix fail to estnbllsh clcflnltcly the main hou-
ttlc pos!hn or itii organized outpost, Lhese leadlng troops are
strongly reinforced by aMIlcry and heavy infantry wcaPon8,
cnd M!ncccmwy by tanks; Me rc!nf ot’ccmcnts are reduced
10 R minimum. As thus rclnforccd, the Ieoding troops exe-
cute a rccmmzissancc in @rce agdnst critical polnb in the
enemy’s outpost zone in order to brink through the hostile
screen and drive in the enemy’s covering forc~s. Their gen-
eml mission is to 6ekJe the ter’rnin which wI]], permit the
proper deployment of the command, especially of the artil-
lery, and give an insight into the hostile battle positkm.”

E 469. The action of the leading troops results in B series
of engagements for the possession of Important points in the
foreground of the hostile battle pokltlon. The result of these
preliminary operations determines either that the leading
troops have established surnciently Lime contact with the
main enemy forces or that a further advance of the leading
troops is required. ‘~his advance h usually made by bounds
until the leading -troops finally cncoulltcr ~ well-organtzed
system of clcfcnsive fires of the host 110artillery and heavy
infantry wcapcms, which circumst~nce may be taken m a
reliable indication that the hostile b~ttle position has been
devebped. The Ieadlng troops establish themselves on the
crltlcal po!nts which they have reac~led and take over the
security of the deployment of the moss of the artillery.

During these prdlminary operatiom the cavalry seeks to
locate the flanks of the host~le position. The main body of
infautry Is held back in a position of readhms beyond the
range of hostlic artilkxy fire. Mcttsurcs tire taken to protect
the troops against mechanized atlnck and hostile oir obclcr-
Yatkm and attack,



mmmuver.
Artillery conducts reconnaissance to determine the powd-

Mlities of mttllery observation nnd fire, ml the hmotlon 0[
M fhtng positions and the routes of npproach thereto.

Reconnnlwmce of the hostile positkm is intenslfk?d with

especlnl reference to the features nffcctlng the coopcralhn
of the nrms find the conmmndcr% deciskm rekd,ive to his
plan of actkm. For the latter purpose, (Ietermhmtion of the
wcnk points in the enemy dlspoeitlons IS of CSPCCNtn~por-
tancc. .

M 471. By artlllcry fire ml the fire of hcnvy infantry
weapons delivered from dlffcrcnt directions, and by raids
made on the hosti!o outpost or b~ttle position, the enemy is
tempted to disclose his dispositions for defense and his plan ,
of defensive fires; or hc may be deceived os to W plan 0[ I

I
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‘mm, IWPAIMTIONS Km mm hmcw+ased on the mltwlon,
tl~~ temaln, and the results of reconunhumnco,the main at”
tock 1S made either ns an c~vclopment or a penetration.
The ncceswy QNUXSarc MUCC1for the prcpnrtttlons for the
uttnek, the comple(iton of signal communlcatlon, the orgi@-
dicm for combat of the artillery, ond the regulation of M%
fire. ChxMnmlly, the corps gives the dNislons general in-
s~ructions rcg~llatlng the employment of the dlvlslo~ nrtluerv
during the prepmtbry phase.

.

q 474. AU prepmmtions for the attack areas far as practice-
assembly posl-
measures most
me deferred M

of radio com -
those activities

Me completed before the occupntlon of final
tIons by the attacking troops. Prcpmatory
Ukc]y to betray the imminence of the attack
long as possible.

Strict survcilhmce 1s hnposcd on the use
munfcatlon; rcstrlctlons are also Imposed on
Wthfn our frent lines and in rear areas, which may dtsclose
preparations for the attack to hostilo d r rcconnakmnce.

In the determination of priorities for the excct~tion of
prrpmntor~ wxzwres, espccid attentkm !s given to measures
u’hJch wjll insure the col~th{~i~y Of tl~~ attack,

●

M 475. ~~e positions of the artillcr~ nre selected so that its
(h-e can be concentrated on the obJecUves of the ~ttack.
Ikfikdc, concealment from air rcconrmismnce, and requke-
rncnw for observation are also considered. SWMt?nt time
must be allowed for the preparation of fire, the establ!8h-
rncnt of communications, and the organization of we ~rti~.
levy ammuntt!on supply.

ll~e artillery umm)ly moves into position by echelon; the
nmvcmcnt is frequently wholly or partly executed at night.
Units asdgncci to positions screened from hcMAlo sir rccon-
Wsmw ntc moved first. The movement of the artillery
L~so regulated m to avoid interfcr!ng Mth the Mnntry In
IN.!occupation d fl~l #wcmbly positions. In order thnt
Nl I]icry support m~y bc conthmcd os long M podble without
th~nge of podtion, the dlvlskm artIllcry is empkuxd as fnr
~orward as practicable, It will fr(?qucntlybe advmamgeous to
~mtiwe units that tire to remain kmgcst in posltUm In tha



8 47(J.TiIe first m/$siw 0/ the artlllor~ 18 to probct the
~pprooch mnrch and nmmmbly for Wnck of infnntry units,
DurhuI this plmse, the hostilo @ilIory and observation P08M
constitute its principal Initial objcctlvcs. All mcnns at W
dlspawtl am cm]doycci by tho ortllhwy for MC prepnrnticm and
rogistratlm’i of nl’o.
. In prepftr!ng for M employment, the artltllcry ghw spechd
oonsiderathm to those measures which WH cnabln it to
attn~n surprise h the opening of MTecllve fire, gnh f’hc
superiority over tthc hostile ~rtillcry, and concentrate the
mass of its fire on the decislvc ob]ccthms of the ntf,wk.
Special observation uMM (sound and flnsh) reach their
mwdmttm use in the at~ack and defense of organimd
positions.

H 477. 3Mmtry commanders must receive early &nformathm
relative to their assmnbtw poslt[ons and Zo?les Of ac~i~~ in
order that they mny make their own reconnaissances and
formuhite tcnlntlve plans of action.

Protected by the lending troops, Infantry usually rnovm ~t
n!ght into its final assembly positions. prcpnrntmy to an
attack at or shortly before daybreak. Movement of the
infantry units into their fuiscmbly posltlons by day is gnn-
erally pw%ieable only when vls~blllty W poor or when an

$overwhelming nrtlllery support 1s available..
The jhNzJascmbly posit~ons of the infantry must be well

forward but not beyond the last covcr or trenches Rffmdim
protection from hostile snmlll-arms fire; they should Mso
pmvkk suitable observation for the artillery in direct SNp-
port md the heavy Infantry weapons In Immcdlntc suppd
of the nttock.

When tanks are to be employed, their wembly posllhms I
und XOUUMof appronch are reconnoltcmd, marked, nnd when
nccmwwy, prepared. l?econn~l~?ancc agcuclcs, botih ground
and nfr, hwed!g~te the sultablllty of areas within the hostile
lhw for the usc of tanks. ,,

a
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‘% #?& In the Miwk on a $t$blllmd front, re@omN$kMW!8
fxmthmm throughout the pctiod of VrcpmwtlonIn mch mMa-
ner that tho snpcarance of Bmrmnl@Mty IS m~lntdned.
Infwmatlwi collected by recommkwmcc IS dlsscmlnnted W

; the unlM cwioerncd In the form o! Intelllgcnce mnm~ri~s
and mnps, and air photographs,

Commandcr$ ot supporthtg avlatlon UIIW are gtven an
opportunity to fmntllarlzo themselves wtth the terrain In
the ZOBICof nttnck.

* 479. PLhN OFAmAcK.43iscd on the objcctlvc M be taken,
the resistance antlclpatcd, and the forces mmllable, tho dM-
shm commander decides on hls general plan of attack, in-
eludlng the front on which the mnin nttnck is to be launched,
ttnd issues the neceswwy orders for the organizatkm for
comb~t of the prlnclpal h~farttry nnd att!llcry groupings,
their m{ssions and zones OCaction, m~d for the supportlngf
operations of the other arms and services.

If the divlsfon Is operating in close proxtmlty to adjacent
‘ ‘divisions RSpart of a corps, the corps commander mny pre-

\

scribe initially the organlzntion for comb~t and employment
bf rclnforclng artiilcry wW, nnd rcgulato the flro mi=ions
to be executed by the dhMon mtlllery outside the dMakm
bone of actkm; or he may tssue other Instructkma required
to coordhmte the fires of the artillery of adJacent cWslona.

GI480. The division plan of attack constitutes the basts for
t13e Wantw Pkut oi nhanmw md artWrv pkm 0/ jh.
infantry and artillety commanders make detailed armnge-
ments for coordinathg tho action of their unhu to carry out
the common mission. Wcc pnrs. 435, 43&)

In coordinating thclr respective phms, lt is e8scntlal that
submciirmte ~~fant~y and supp@~ng artii~ery commanders
cmrefully 8ftUdy the $ucccsshm comp~rtme~~b or terratn 1~
which hmittle reslstfmco maybe cncountcrad snd ldmtlfy the
$wxxwive intcmedlate objcctlvoa of the attnck. “

It is of pr!me importance that agrccmenb bo reuchad as to
Lhe irnom targets to be taken under fire respeotiively by the
wMIMY nnd the heavy Infmtry wcfipmw, and the areas to
be impt under stwvclllnnce by them supporth~g wo~pons for
ktge~s appcnrlng nftcr the attack 1s launched. WXWJlly

1Rf?
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In {hc mdx$equc?itplum of the prqmratlon, sutllclent
dUkry ccmtlnucs cmmtdmttery fhc 102ndntdn neutrallz8-
~~otl OF th~ hmtlle artillery. The fire of the m~~ of the

~ remnlnlng axtlky k conccntrntwl on the hostile centers
of rdsf nncc, HCRVY infantry weapons cxt?cute lnterdlctlon

~‘and destruction fires on hostile accessory defcnsm and sensl-
~tlve points h the adwmccd zone of rcsidmce,

~ 483. CONDUCTor THE ATThcK.-lIlw houi of dtack h de-
twmh~cd by the time requhxxt to mdw the essential recon-
t~flhjsmce; M Umc rcquhxxl hy the cmpcmting arms to
coordhmtc thclr plans; and tbc tjmc required by the infantry

i to orgnnize Its ntt~ck in the fhml wcmbly posltlons, It 1s
published to the command in orders at the latest practicable

‘ rtmrncnt.
131c Mfantry advances to the attack from its final assem-

MY p~slti(ms so as to cross the /fne of dcpczwwc at tile prc.
\ SrrJbcd hour. If the line of dcpfirture is W a considcr~b]o
~CHstnnce from the Anal osscrnbly posltlorts and the lntcrven-
~.tng terrtiin is open and easily dom!natcd by hostile artillery
~,fire, it WW bn nccessmv to make the advance to the lhm of
~$qxwturo under cover of darkness or a smoke SCNXXI.



U 485. When the aUnck dots not succeed in rcoching or
penetrating the hostile position during the day, the infmtry
Entrenches itself nt the points which it hns rwmhed. The
night 1s utilized to extend the advance; strong patrols with
machine guns are sent forward to occupy advance positions;
the lnffintry inlrenches Itself in a new position under the
protection of its pntrols. Several progressions of this chnr-
acter may be nwxwwy to brh]g the troops wlthhl misnultlng
distance of the hostile position. These night advances must
be coordinated with the ~rtillery prepnrotlon for the follow-
ing morning.

M 48$. During the attack, the supporting fhcs of the artillery
and heavy lnfnntry weapons arc concentrated against the
fronts where the infantxy has succcedmt in mnktng greatest
progr~. The fire of the heavy infantry weapons is placed
on those arens nnd targets which cannot be eflcctivcly cn-
gnged by the nrtjlkwy. When the infantry arrives at close
range of the hostlic position, the fire of aN the artlilery,
hcluding the artillery of general support, Is concentrated on
the hostile centers of reshtance. Arttllery ground and alr
ob~ervem observe Ilre effect and adjust the fire upon the
enemy elements which offer most serious resistance to the
assaulting troops.

M 407. The flrcw of tho MNery in support of the attack
Cornprlsc m?compnn~fnu jlrc in dkect mpnort of the lnfnnttry
md ~otect~ve fire dlrcctcd agninst those pdnts in the tcr-
raln cumpartmcnt of the zone of nttnck from which the

ermmy con brlrig fire to bear on the attacking infantry or
carry out observation for the direction of the fire of his
artillery.

The purpose of the accompuwing fire is to prevent the
enemy from mmmlng his defensive works in Urne to meet
the assault. Its progression to successive objectives 1s ar-
ranged between associated hfantry and arUllcry corn-



mRtxUXN and m~v be rogulntcd by Q time schedule based upon
Ihe probable rate of ndvancc of the assnultlng troops, by
slg~ul gtven by the IWUMIg t+roops,or by a time schedule
ba$ed umn 8 de$~rab!e dmwtlon of the artlllmy !lre.

F%WCCUOOjlre on critlcnl points in the hostile posltlon U
~Ut@dto cmxespond with the infantry advance. Its prl~-
clpal purpose !s to protect the attncking cchckm from hostile
long rungc and flanking fires and from counterattack

A part of the dMsion nrtlllery prepares for early move-
ment forward in order to maintain C1O$Csupport of the
nssault units as the attnck progre$sm. Englnecr units SUP-

pMed with the necessary mat&iel tmd trmsportntlon are
Wnched to the artlllory when ncccssary to assist irk M
forward movement across the combat zone. The artillery
rl?maining In position contlnum its fire up to the Mmfts of
it!! cfhckive ranges,

m 488. Tm ASSAVLT.— In cnse of n strong resistance and
well-orgnnized defense, N wII1 be necessary for the superior
cnmmtmkw to prepare the assault of the first hostile organ-
Imd line of resistance by conccntrnting the flrc power of

‘the supporting artilk!ry and all available he8V~ infantry
wmpons M order first to neutral!zc the enemy and wear
down his power of resistance before launching the assault.
Thereafter, the hostile resistance is broken by a scrks of
local assaults dellvered by urdta of varying strength on their
own Inltlative. Each un$t delivers the assault at the earliest
moment that promises success.

The commmxicr of 0 un!t preparing to dcllver an uqault
ct~her nrranges for Ita delivery on a tlmc schedule, or notlfks

WC m%~]lcryliaison orncer that he 1s about to nssnult by a
prefirrmtgcd slgnnl (1. e., rndio or rocket). The @Jllery
lncrcfiscs the lntcnstty of jts fire and then progressively in-
CWVWW3its range. IYndcr the cover of the supporting fire
of nrtlllery and hewy infnntry wcnpons, the assaulting
unit advmces M close to its objective as possible, and when
the supporUng fires arc ]lfted from the objective overruns
the hostile resistance In a single rush. Any delay In launch-
Mg the assault allows the enemy to man his defenses and
resume the fire of automatic weapons.
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R 490. In m attack on n stablllzcd front, the nppronch lms
mlrca@ been effected and the attack opcus Wth a coordinated
assmdt. The nssault frequently takes place at daybreak
mt nn hour fixed M the orders of Mgher commmxlcr~,
The hour of nlttnck is kept sccrct until the latest pmcticnblc
moment.

Each h~fantry unit follows the accompfinyh~g I’lrcs of. jts
supporting artillwy md hcuvy Infnntry weapons RIXipushes

on to ifs successive objccthms wllhout deviating from the
prescribed general direction of attnck. Engineers attached
to assault infmtry units destroy the enemy obstncks lhM
impede the infantry advance ohd assist in the forward dis-
placement of the henvy Mfnntry weapons.

U 491. When the infantry appronchcs to assmI1th~g dis-
tance, the division commander sends out tnfccn~ry airpkznc$
on contact and Mdson missions to observe the situn~lon of
our own ~nd the hostile advanced Infantry. They report
to the dMsion commander and the commanders of infantry
units the points on the front whexc the attack is stoppccl,
those where penetrations have been cflccted, hostile counter-
attacks, and other features of the situation of our own ml
the hostile advanced infantry. Command alrpkmc observers
inform higher comrnwiers as to dcvclopmcnk farther in
rear of the battle front+hlfting of hostile resmwcs, nrrnml
of reinforcen]ent8, train movements, etc. These rqmrts ~n~
lnformaWm wco]vcd from other sowccs cnmblc conunandws
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U%direct Uie movements of resqrvcs townrd those portions Of
lhs MMlc front th~t Mcr the gwntcst prospects for de-
CMVOsuccessand 10 support tlie 1311WWJ Woops in rcPul*
M COurilleuittncks.

When pm%u$t a?~lal(on k committed to action by hjgher
cm’nmamlcrs, it is ccmccntrotcd to protect those pm%!orasof
the f~xmt whm the plml of attfick mks to secure decisive
results. Pursuit uvlathm is hmnchod clthor at the hour fixed
far tho assmult or during the artll!cry prepmatton. Succes-
sive f(wmntions of pursuit aviation advmce at least as far
forward as the position areas of the hostile artillery, drlv-
lng the hostik! avimtkm from the air and crippllng the action
of the hostile mWcry by attackfng hosllle observation air-
pktncs and bnlloons engaged In the adjustment of art:llery
fire,

The action of co%$?!mtaWztfon placed in support of ground
kroops is closely coordirmted with tha plan of attack. Its
first objectives we hostile reserves nnd tanks forming for
countcrattnck and troop columns moving into the zone of
nctt!on of the main attack. During bnttlc, support &vjation
is especiaNy useful ns n mefins, lmmcdJntcly available to the
dlvMon or corps commfux.lcr, to cxplojl a success, to restore
m ~dvcrse situntkm, or to relnf orce ground troops in over-
coming unexpected resistance.

~ 492. CONTINUATION OF ?XIEATTiICK.— The general attack
after the assault of an organized position usunlly brcaka up
into a series of separate combuts throughout the depth of
the hostile position, These sepor~ te combats are directed
by subordinate commanders withh their zones of nct!on and
supported by all the means at their disposal.
k to penetrate the posltlon as for as the
artillery. As far 8s prncticablc, resistances
flanked by fire or reduced by envelopment.

Their fkst task
lkm of hostile
are either out-

The utmast importance nttaches to maintaining the can-
tttzuitv and Mreatfon oj the attack by the use of ~e$erves

WI the timely dkwiacement of the supporting artillery and
heavy infantry weapons. Reserves sent In at points where
the greatest progress !s being m~dc protect tlm fimks of the
leading units md support them in the rcpthe of counter-
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U 403. TM enemy’s rcautlon following the succxwsfulM98Ult

of his main Mm of reslstunce$the rcxki conditions, nnd the
~mlblllty of malntain!ng nmmunMon WPPIY M@y dCtCr-
mtm vvhm and iu Wmt stren~th the arUIIcI*ywill 17c moved
into Mumccd positions.

TM artillery CWKMvors to execute M missions with th~
faW&$t possible ChnnflCS Of pO$itiO1l. F~CqUCCltChfingCS 0[
po$tthm rcducc the volume of fire support; the occupation
of new posltlons md renewal of prepfirations fm fire xequlrc
considerable time. Nevertheless, chmge of position should
unhesltoting}y be made when fire effect or deficiency in the
means of communlcathm with the infantry rcquims it.
Changes of posltkm are gencra21y eaccted by echelon and
are prepmwd by thinly reconnaissance of ndvanccd positions.

The twtillety supports the nctlon of infantry in repelling
mmtcrattacks, h~ fittncklng nny rearwnrd position on which
the enemy may nttempt to reconstitute his dcfenso, or in
explollhg n dcclslvely successful nttack by pursuit.

llM494. If the tkle of brittle turns agninst the enemy, ho
rn~y endcwor to cilscngwmhis forces frmn action either to
r6new the defense on a rcmrw~rdposltlon or to fight o del~y-
img actkm until MWc can be renewed under mow fnvor~b]e
coradttlons. OrdtntiMY, the enemy will SWVC to MM out
tmtll nlghtfnli nnd effect hls wMMI*nwmlfrom nctkm undc~
cow?!’of dnrkm!!w.

Z?mqucnlly the enemy wIU CIISC1OSChls IntentIons to wMl-
draw by the actkm of 1]1sfront line unlh $md the dccrcased
Intendty of hls artillery fire. ~~pa in contact must, thom-
fore, exercise the greatest vlgllance in observing the conduct
of the encrny h the~r front, premln~ thehbattack with mtergy
and m~intolning close contact with the enemy. At the rmrnc
time, rcconnalssnnce avidkm keeps rear mms under omer-
vstlon for Indications of Wrotmcle rnovcmcnts of m%lllcry
md Uwlns,
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E 408. If the emomy UUQCOCdSfn wlthclrawlng Ma IM@~~
forces from nctkm, the cmnmmhx’ must intensttg rum-
naissmme by RU avallfible ~gcnc!m to obtaht the ne~s~
information cm which to dccldc whether to pursue (m to
renew the attack. AmimWc MW action mf Prevent thc
enemy from rcconstltutlng hls defense on a rearward posl-
tkm. However, M the enemy does succeed in occupying a
new position, the attacker must ordinarily wait tmtil day-
light before ndvanclng in force. ln the face of the enemY’8
countermeasures, and espcclnl]y the countt?rpreparatlon fires
of hls nrt!ilery and heavy Infantry weapons, the mass of the
infmtry must ndvnnce by bounds and establish itsdf In
nssembly posltkms fnvorablc for the attnck against the new
hosti!e position.

ln general, the attnck of the enemy’s rearward podtion
cannot be launched until the mass of the attacker’s artillery
has been displaced forward to ~dvanccd posltlons. lt 1s of
great advantage to the attncker if he can regroup W forces
during the exploitation of the previous success apd renew
the nttack with the main effort on another part of the front.
Engineers must be well forwnrd; prcpnrations for the atMck
shortened; only
nre established.
fisccndency by a
cnn rcconstitutt?

the most csscnthl signal communications
Every effort 1s mmie to expIoit the moral

quick and powerful blow before tho enemy
lW defense.

M 49(J. In case the enemy is flght!ng a delaying action on
fin extended front, the attacker will ordinarily attain his
objective more qufckly by conccntrathg @dequate forces on
m dcclsive pnrt of the front and push!ng home this ~ttack
with energy and dfspatch. Any cndcnvor to outflank the
rnemy by n wlda envrloplnfl mnn(wvcr usunlly WWs Mmc nnd
Lhcrcby pl~ys Into the enemy’s hands, whereas an attack
pushed deeply and enorgctically through the host~le front.
will force the enemy
frent.

U 49?. The ~mportant
during the progress of

to an early evacuation of Uw whole

WIMUIT
.

.

dccL%kmconfronting a commamier
a successful Wack Is when to exploit

th~t succms by pursuft. Overconfkkmcc In an fmpending

1(35
.



B 498. When n commmder rccognlzcs that the enemy Ss
having difllculty in malntnining his posllion, he tnkcs steps
to press the advantage gained by ordcrlng the Mrnely for-
ward dlspl~ccment of hls artlllcry and by dircct{ng ~11sub-
ordinate commmndcrs of the attacking cchclon to engage
their rcscrvcs and mn~ntdn the contim~itv OJthe attack and
exert a Iclcntkss pressure on the dcfmted enrmy.

EffccUve pursuit requires the hnpukion of lcadcmhip and
excrclsc of fnUhthz to the hlghcst dcgrcc in nll cchehms of
command. When thclr troops are victorious &llcommanders
of troops in the nttncklng cchclon press forwmxi to spur on
their troops nnd Cljnch the acivmt~ge gained by the use of
their reserves. Pursuit of a decisively dcfratcci cmnny must
be pushed to t~le utmost llmit of the plIYsicnl cnchnance 01
the troops and no oporttmity given hlm to rcorganlzc hls
forces and reconstitute his defense.

~ 400. The object of the pursuit k the mmlhlktion of the
hostile forces. mis cannot be accomplished soleiy by a
straight pusl~fng lNW~Of the h~~~ilc forces on Lhek lines of
communication. Dtrect prcsswc wmhmt the Mxctkthw
farces mus’t bc combined wjth an ozWZanktng Or CI@DCU)Cg
Immcm?cr designed to IMCC our own troops across the
enemy’s Ihm of retrca~. BY the concentrnteci employment
of every agency of destruction and terrorization at the dis-
posal of the Md forces, the slmkcn morale of the dcfenl.rd
enemy h convcrtccl into ptknlc, mxl tho Mclpicnt Wsolutlon



U 500. In oritiolpnl,lon of lhc hour for Mnching the pur8ul~
the comnxuxier cmxws SWMC prcparatmy musurcs b be
t~k(m, R,csmwos me ~cl~rot~pcd; control of the supporting
m’tMlcry is dcccntrallzcd; dlstmt objcctlvcs aro assignvd to
the principal tactical group~ngs; missions me assigned to
cmnbat mdal ion and the artillery in general support ta
obstruct movcmc~~t on hosti]c wcnucs of withdrawal; prcp-
Orntians tire made for launcllJng one or more forces of great
mobility in the encircihg maneuver to strike the enemy in
flank and rem and cut ofl hjs retrent; adequate provision IS
made for resupply of ammunition to all troops engaged in
the pursuit. ●

~ 501. The pursuit is conducted on a broad front. Resews
sent in” to cxplolt the success do not require the depth
required in the attack of an unshaken enemy.

TXOOIJSIxforc whom the enemy is g!vlng way attack him
on the front and send in their reserves to gain his flank
and rear or break through his covering troops.

TIM forces engaged in the direct pressure nnd M tha
encircling mmeuvcr arc a&igned dlrectlons, zones of action,
and objectives des!gncd to bring the pursuit to ~ dedslvo
conclusion. According to circumstmxes, such directions and
zones of action may be aronnd the flanks or through tho
wjder grips which defeat has opined in the hostile dlspwt-
Wms, or in continuation of the zones of action of unltg
exhausted by the attnck. Motor transportation 1s employed
to expedfte the shlftlng of rcscrvcs and the movement of
foot troo~ of the cncjrcUng force.

~ 502 & far as 1S pcrmltkd by the air sltun$ion, the notion
of mpportjng COWW avlatton Is concentrated on centers of
communication M the enemy’s rem area, hostile CWUXUI in
retreat and hostile rcscrwx cndcnvotlng to reconstitute the
defense. lt seeks to block dcflhx on tho enemy’B Mc of
rctrcnt and diwu~ trn~c on the mnln roads and railroads
M the enemy’s rw WM.
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~ 603. BCCNUSCof its long range, flcxlblllty, nnd ccMnulLY
of action, arWW~ f!rc In pursuit constNutcs a very cffectlvc
means of dcfcnth]g the enemy’s nttc~tipts to reorganize his
forces for dcfemc or for movement in ~etrcat,

The employment of field artillery is bfiscciupon the rnwc[-
mum exploitfition of the moblllty and the range of llghtcr
pieces mxi the long range of the heavlcr types. so long SS
the withdrawing enemy can be engaged with obscrwxt onet
pkuwwd ftre, R portion of the fMd arkillcry remahu in posi-
tion to take under fire the more distnnt objectives. Long
range MMcry working with observation aviation and bal-
loons continues M fire on the enemy ~ommunicntkms up to
the extreme Mrnttof Its ranges.

The nrtlllcry attached to the pursuihg forces, in addition
to supporting directly the action of these tnctical groups,
takes under fire hostile elements attempting to re-form col-
ums jn rear of the enemy’s covering troops, and grnciwd]y
tdms over the mkions of the field artlllcry rcmalning In
posltlon.

B 604. Whenever practicable, mobfk fo~ces In the encfr:
clfng mancwcr advance along roads pm’Wellng the enemy ‘S
line of retreat md attempt to cut him o~ at defiles, brkl~es,
and other critical Pohts. These mobile forces have nttached
the neccssory cng!neer, ant!ahvrnft, chcmjcal, and nntl -
mcchanlzcd elements. Reconnaissance nvhthm Is phmd nt

Uw dlspwml of tho comnmndcr of the mobllc forces. WhCII
the,sd pursmlng forces are unnbh to mtdlstmcc the enemy
they push tbrmgtl to mcritloiil Iocnllty to cngn~c WCcnomy’a
mnln forces nncl ntbidc Mm enemy h flnnk, coopcmtlng wI(,II
tho iurccs In the Ciircct $XCMtJN!L

N S05. In a pursuit It h hnportnnt Umt the advance hI
the declslve dlmctlon bc mnintnhmd nnd thnt hostIIe rcnr
gu~ds w flank posltirms b not nllowcd to drnw tlm purRNl~IK
rorco!l from ($1113dcc18ivc (Woolmll. Y:v(!ry cllort m[tst ho.I
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m~dti to a~rlko tho matn hostile forcos by puWng forward
mscrvm MW#!,when neces~ary, by constltuUn& B new ~t~lklnit
Cf)~CQto c@k?!l~ the pUWt.

When the enemy BucceedsIn establishing himself ins c@-
Uon frmn which he mmot be quickly dislodged, the M&petior
oumnwnder must take prompt measures to coordina~ MB
attack again, supporUng it with aU availnble artillery fire
concentrated on the critical terrain,

* #

R 50(3.‘&he enemy’s attempts to organize his retreat undw
the cover of darkness must be frustrated. Under no circum-
stances must he be Rllowed to break contact. UnM which
have advanced without serious opposition conti~~’e their
march during the !Nght. Other units org@ze sw %dve
Mmlted attnclm against the enemy in their front. Combat
aviation $enrches enemy routes of retreat with flares, and
bombs all enemy columns djscovcred.

During n nipht IWSUU, the hmding infmtry and cavalry
detachments push their advance along all mmllable roads,
folIowed by the main pursuing forces. The attached field
art!llery advances by echelon going Into successive pcxltiorw
from which it can lntcrdlct the enemy’s routes of retreat
ctt.hcr by map firing or fire conducted by artillery ~l~son
observers which accompany the lewtlug detachments.
Prompt report Is made when objectives are reached so that
artlUery fires may be coordinated.

The efiect of artlllcry fire is suppkmented by alr attacks
on critfcal points In the enemy’s rear area.



* 608. Adequate provl~lon for tho SWMJWof ~mmunlt~on
t@ the Pursulug traps IS essenthl to the success of purfwlt.
Wlmrever pmctlcable, tbe serv!ce trains of lnrgc units dollvcr
ammunition dlrcct to tr(op units; Wmslondh]g to combnf~
trains M reduced to @mlntmum. The divlslon comnmndcr
must rcllevc the pwsulng columns of all worries conccrnlrlg
6UPPIYnnd cvacuntion.

CHAPTER 12

THE DEFENSIVE

CIENZRALPRINCIPLM

obJect of defensive combnt is to gnln
tlmc pcmlhu? the development of mom ftwmbk cond&tKms
for undcrl,okint? the offensive or to ccmmmlzc forcca on one
front with m vlow to conccntrotlng mlpcrlor forccs for n
deciskm clscwhcrc.

Regmcliess of the consldcratlons which dlctatcd tho actoP-
tiou of a dcfenslvc attitude, the tactics ot Wcnsfvc combat
are esscntln]ly to develop the maximum Ikc power tigtdnst
an advancing cncm y, rcducc our own 10SSCSby a better knowl-
edge Qnd utilization of the terr~h~, and thcrgby stop the
enemy’s advance or create a situation which favors a suc-
cessful countcraldack.

U 510. ‘rhe mission and the situation gcnernlly im~msc more
or ICSSclcflnltc lhnitntions in respect to the locnlity whwc
resistance may be offered. Within lhesc limitations, the
commander selects a posltlon that will crmblc the defending
forces to offer Imttlc w]dch*the most fmmrnbk cmxlitions,

The POSWOIZon which bnttie is offcmd mustt conform [co
the opmwlivc obJccthm sought nnd should fncllltntc future
mthm wtthout jcopmxllzhlg the succms of the dc[crweo IL
must be appropriate to the availnble troops ond the contem-
plated defensive opcratkms. lt must force the cncrny to a
direct attack or a time-consuming mancttvcr. A fkmk poN-
Uon mush drnw Me oncmy from his orlghml dimctlon of
advance. A position thnt cml bc mmliiy turned lIRS no

dcfensivo VOhlC.
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* 608. Adequate provl~lon for tho SWMJWof ~mmunlt~on
t@ the Pursulug traps IS essenthl to the success of purfwlt.
Wlmrever pmctlcable, tbe serv!ce trains of lnrgc units dollvcr
ammunition dlrcct to tr(op units; Wmslondh]g to combnf~
trains M reduced to @mlntmum. The divlslon comnmndcr
must rcllevc the pwsulng columns of all worries conccrnlrlg
6UPPIYnnd cvacuntion.

CHAPTER 12

THE DEFENSIVE

CIENZRALPRINCIPLM

obJect of defensive combnt is to gnln
tlmc pcmlhu? the development of mom ftwmbk cond&tKms
for undcrl,okint? the offensive or to ccmmmlzc forcca on one
front with m vlow to conccntrotlng mlpcrlor forccs for n
deciskm clscwhcrc.

Regmcliess of the consldcratlons which dlctatcd tho actoP-
tiou of a dcfenslvc attitude, the tactics ot Wcnsfvc combat
are esscntln]ly to develop the maximum Ikc power tigtdnst
an advancing cncm y, rcducc our own 10SSCSby a better knowl-
edge Qnd utilization of the terr~h~, and thcrgby stop the
enemy’s advance or create a situation which favors a suc-
cessful countcraldack.

U 510. ‘rhe mission and the situation gcnernlly im~msc more
or ICSSclcflnltc lhnitntions in respect to the locnlity whwc
resistance may be offered. Within lhesc limitations, the
commander selects a posltlon that will crmblc the defending
forces to offer Imttlc w]dch*the most fmmrnbk cmxlitions,

The POSWOIZon which bnttie is offcmd mustt conform [co
the opmwlivc obJccthm sought nnd should fncllltntc future
mthm wtthout jcopmxllzhlg the succms of the dc[crweo IL
must be appropriate to the availnble troops ond the contem-
plated defensive opcratkms. lt must force the cncrny to a
direct attack or a time-consuming mancttvcr. A fkmk poN-
Uon mush drnw Me oncmy from his orlghml dimctlon of
advance. A position thnt cml bc mmliiy turned lIRS no

dcfensivo VOhlC.
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U fill. The deknso, no lctgi than the offense, must wherever
Nosslblcact with the effect Qf SZWJWIM.The vlslble Ilnes of
a @efcnslvesystem must not betray tho dcfenslvc dls~o$ltlm$
but rather $xwve as R mask concealing tho real defensive
orgmizatiom Every M@lWc mums must be employed to
misicad the athwkcr as to the posltkm on which the defense
intends 10 make MSprlnclpol effort.

n 512. The character Of the. ~cird7~ exercises a declfilve in-
Jlucnco on the conduct of the dcfcnsc. IW@es md vnllcy~
rtmc~*allypmwllcl to the ‘front 01 uctvoncc constitute obstnclcs
to the progress of an oftcnsive and are natural lines of re-
skhnce for the defense. Nntural obstdcs (c. go,river lkw,
woods, swamps 1 frcqucnt] y c?cterm[ne fhc gcnerd location
of n dcfenslvc pOSik)Il, CSpCChtlly If the sltunllon rC@t’C9
Umt protective measures bc tnkcm wMnst tnnks and mcch-

mizcd units.
Comnxmding elcwwlons mnd Mgcs delimit the compart-

ments of terrain nnd form the framework of the system of
observation, commnud, nnd fire control in combnt. Thcy
dctcrminc cihwctiy tim location of the observation posts and
jmsltions of the artll!ery and heavy infantry weapons, and
imllmct]y the location of Infantry defensive and nmcrnbly
[Iositimls,

As a. gemnwl rule, long gcntk slopes afford better condi-
tions for defense than commmxhg ekwatlon~. Positions
Mmg commanding hcjghts arc CSPCCMIYsuited for delaying
fiction. &ucccssive ridges pcrpcndlcukm to the axis of hostllc
advance aitord observntlon nnci flclds of fire fovomblc for n
dcfensn in dcpih.



reqWe8 a good obsgwvM1onIwrvlco Imd WMont sigwd
communications,
‘ The orgfuMznMonof systematic jkmkfno /h constftohx
the basis of dcfcnslva cllspositlons. Adj~ccnt units rnutunlly
cover their fronts with flanking fhw. F7anking defenses,
however, requlrc frontal protection, especially nt night Rml
during periods of low visibility; frontnl nnd fiankhg de-
fenses must ml{tuaIly supplement cnch MM. Dend SPRCCS
in bnnds of mnchlneqgun fire ore covered by the Iirc of other
wcqxm8. IWc effect Is lncrcnsed by obstacles which hold
the enemy under frontal 6nd flanklng flrc. Sectors of the
cielcnslve posltkm especially exposed to hostile fire may bc
loft unoccupied, except at night and during periods of low
vWMlity, and defended by flanklng ftIW from! adjacent
sectors.

m 514. Persistent ou has especial defensive value by rcnson
of the fact that concentrations establ!shcd before the host[lc
attack retain their efhctlvcness during the course of the
~ttack. During retrograde movements, persistent gas mh~cs
may be effecthwly employed between SUCCMSIVCpositions to
contamhmte Iocalities and deny the usc of abandoned nrcm
to the enemy.

M 615. The @toU/tcatkHt of a position !S Mmitcd only by the
time and fac~lilics avatlable. ProtectIon js, however, to bo
sought more hI the distribution of defenses In depth and lN
w~dth, their adwtntlon to the terrain, nnci concealment front
hostile observation than in the strength of construction,
Mensures for increasing the effect of fire and for Drovkling
adcqunle signal communtcatlon take prcccdencc over mm+
urcs for mahtatnlng the flghttng power of the troops by
fleld fortification. t

S 614. The develo~ment ofs hastily occupied defensive posl-
Uun into a mo&? strongly fortified defensive system is de-
pendent upon the situation and the time and nmterial avajl -

able for construction. !Xhe degree of fortlflcatlon varlcs,
depending upon whether It Is carried out on s stablllzcd
front or fmmcdlately folkxvlng an lndec!shw battle; or is
ex~tcd In nccordmce with dellbcratcly prepared phms or
with improvl$wdplans.
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~$:’ &lI!?.TM Mectkm n!s raw PQWkm uk uaoh dl$tanm fromk“
~~Iihu JIIIMM pmltion ti$mt the stt~okor cannot direct the MI
‘@ hls MWery NpQn it wlthottk d!sphming hls batteries
~XmtUt#W the conduct of a flexible defense. me omou~t of

~fiatd f’urUMMm to be aocompllshed will depend upon the
~sMWkn md iM time available. The forcm necesmy for
; khe coristmctlm M the raw position must not be ob~incd

M th~ t!xpmie d jeopard!~ng the defense of the main
b&ttle ~Uiom

Withdrawal to a rear position is m a rub advisable only
when the situation indicntes that the enemy BUMnmased B
powerful cmcentmtkm of mtUIery WI tanks to atapport a
renewed attack, and that heavy losses and defeat will result
before relnfcwccmenb con mrlve. (See pars, 654, 565).

@!l518, Measures ore taken without delay ‘to Insure the
sccurlty of the Rosltlcmin those directions from which a hos-
Ule attnck !s apprehended. These security meuwres are
continued during the orwmhxitlon of the position so that
troops mfiy obtain the maximum amount of rest and occupy
thek positions In an orderly manner hI case the enemy
Macks.

TIM dcfcnsc must gain contnct with tho enemy at the
earilest opporhmity and m~lntaln such contact in order not
to he tnkcn by surprise. Every avuilmbie mean~ of recon-
xmlsmnce is employcci to locate the enemy and dctermlne
the clhctlon of his advance and the *lIstributlon of hls forms.

~As s rule, the cnQmYwill seek to Woki disclosing the dls-
~trlbutkm of his forces and tbs front of his main effort until
hts”deployment for attack is completed.

m 519. If contact with the enemy has not been made, the
~mander 1s ordhmrlly free to m~ke a detailed recmnuu-
IWZCeo/ WSMm, select the terrain on which tg deftiigd,M

~decide m the best dlstrlbutkm of troops. In th!s aa$e the
~komm~nd IS ummlly developed Into an assembly @ltlon Pro-
~:lhnfnory to deployment for defense.

‘ M, tmwover, the defenso must be assumed hastily as the
result of Mctlcal disadvantngeg In a meeting engagement,
$hcre will bo little time for B dot~!led recmma~nw or ~
&Mxwoti (mcta@m of posltkm. ‘1’hc defense Is tihtgaM-

4
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b mimed dlrcctly from tl~e devolo]$mentor from m ~clvnnce in
aeveuil columns. In tmfworable terrdn, the comma~]der
must dccldc whether to deIay the enemy whlic organizing 111s
defense on more fworable tcrratn In rear, or to attmk with
G VICWto scl%ing the terrain to W front on which to organ-
lzo the defense.
~ lf the sit~atton is obscure and the enemy% direction of

. advaricc or his cnpnbllities are Ml tmdehwrnlned, the cnm-
mander msy find it tactically advantageous in view of his
mission to take up a podtkm in readbless wldle mfiking all
preparations for mxwmlng the defense on the most favorable
terrnln in accordance with the development of the situation.

Whatever the tactical sltuatlon nmy bet the C~nNNMI~fX
must Iewc no doubt in the minds of his staff ml subordi-
nate commanders as to his Intentions either to defend and
hold a position, or to conduct E$dehiy~ng action oJ~c~rCt~LW
to another position In rear.

m 520. If, duting the course of an attack, it becomes nec-
essary to pass to the dcfcnslve, the lcfldin~ infantry ele-
ments Mrench themselves at points they have reached. The
assauk echelon is then thinned out am-i a dlst ribution of
forces made so ns h ormnize the defense in depth. In order
to establlsh the defense on favorable tcrrnln and tnkc advan-
tage of the poSbilMes of flanking fire, it may be necessary
to move ccrtaln elements to the front or rear for short dis-
tance9.

= 621. Whenever practicable, the defense is conducted along
tno&Uellnm. Mobil~ty 1s acquired by Incremtng the defensive
strength of a position, by improving facilities for movement
wMln the Rositiml, by distrlbutkm of forces In depth, and
by holding out reserves. Operative confildcrotions may,
however, rcqukc a rigid dcfcn6e of certain critical sectors,
the loss of which would remler the gencrnl defensive front
untenable m’ othcrwke seriously affect the conduct of the
o~ations on other sectors of the frent. Mobile and rigid
defense are so combined that possession is rctNned of the
points essentlol to the maneuver of the dc[ensive forces, the
maximum fomcs arc made ava!lable for cmmtcrofFcnslve
purposes, and the enemy h kept In Ignorance as to UICchnr-
acter of the resistance wfth which he 1s conftontcd.
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* 829. The conduct M the dcfenke mwt M aggmsslve. It
musk he prepared to !iBkc ndvantajgo of errors or faihweaon
thc part of tlw enemy, The couufmzttack Is the dechlve e!e-

ment of dofmsive actlm. 1) ~~ scklo~ feostblo to hold a

ticfenslve position merely by passive rcslstnncc. ~ com-
mander with an oflenslvc mlsslon mny decide to wmme the
defeustve becm~se of temporary combat lnferlorlliy, w In
order tu create a situation which wII1place the enemy at a
tnctical dkmdvantage sncl thus offer opportunity for m de-
atsive counteroaensivc. In both cases, an early resumption
of the oflenshm fs contemp]atcd. By tndttclng the enemy to
nttack first, the commander hopes to fix and exhaust Mm and
IMm, when the enemy k disorganized, to launch the courxter-

Mfendvc, [E3ccpars. 94 and 413.)
In general, such a defense, if voluntarUy adopted, demands

the highest type of leadership and tactic~l skill. It promises
decisive results only if the enemy nets M hqkd and if
secrecy and deception, the CSSCIMWof the requisite clement
d surprlseo are nchkvcd.

b
DEFE14SIVEPOSH1ON

R 523. SELECTION OF A 13fiFENSIVE I?osmIoN.—The defc~o is
hiilt around a seWx3of tactkal lcxMIWS, the retcntlon of
W.hiCIIwill insure tie integrity of the position. A dcfenslvo
position comprises a Zo?m0/ rcststancc consisting of a nurn-
bcr of mutunliy supporting defensive areas, disposed hxegu-
kwly in width and in depth, ench organized for all-round
defense as a center ot resktancic with Matrenches, obst~cles,
md em@accmcMs.

A line joining ‘the forward edge of the most advanced
centers of resistance constitutes Ule main lina of rcsWanCc;
M is the line In front of which all ckmenk of the dcfcnsc
must bc able to cwxmtrate th(:JrIke to break UP the hostile
&Wk.
. The distance between successive echelons of the defen&e

should not exceed mid effcctivc rm]ge of small m7ns fire:
It should, however, be sufficiently great to prevent uny
cchelo~ from falling Into the zone of d!spersJon of artWery
13rcdkccted against a more advanced eoheloga. ~ls dlstrl-
b~tion in depth will d!minlsh the cfTccts of hoWe fire, ~

m
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Provides fw conthmlty in defcn$lve flms nnii movcmeiit
against the encmx mm though he 8UcCec* in PcnctrEL~lnIJ
the zone of rcslstnnce.

n 524. The gcmexnl considerations governing the sclccthm
of the defensive position arc ghwn in pmwgrnph ($10. Wlthl u
the llmits fixed by those consldcrtdkm% the 7?@~ 11110oj
rwt$tunco is sckctw! with a view to using the terrah%to h
gredm!t dmnto$c. From the viewpoint of terrdn, Lhc most
lmportank fitctors are fideqwite protection for mWlery ob-
8erv~tKm, good Mds of fire, concealment from hostile ob-
senmtlon, nnd the presence of n~tural obstnclcs.

Observation is desired to tho limit of range of the weapons
h front of the main line of reststancc md within the zone of
resistance 6s WCI1. Adequate obscrvatkm posts for mWlcry
are esscntkd, nnd the main Ilna of resistance must be so
located that the essential observation wIU be rettdned even
though the enemy succeeds in penetrating the position. 8

In selecting the mnln line of rcslstancc, the dcfcndcr scrks
terrain which wHI permit the most effective exploilntlon of
the fires of artillery and infantry wcnpons. Clear fields of
fire at close and mid effcctivc range for small arms are im-
portmt md usually Icad to the sclcctlon of a main llnc of
resistance on a forward slope. Consldcration of conccnlmcnt
from hostile observa,tton may, however, mnkc M dcshwble to
select a reverse S1OPC, Such a line Is generally pract~c~blc

,+only when possession of the crest to the front is not essential
‘to the olxmvstion of artillery fire. When the main Ilne of
resistance is located on the forward slope, the zone of resM,-
anco may be extended to the mar to inchMlcthe rcvcme sloPo:
when Iocatcd on the reverse S1OPC,tl~e front-llnc bnttdhms
PUNI some of their machine guns forwtwd to the crest with ~
vfew to ftrlng on attacking troops during their appronch to
the position.

Natural obstnclea, such as streams with steep bmks~
swamps, nnd bodies of water, serve to retard the enemy’s
advance. Noturol obstacics which will slop tmllu mny &.
of prl~e Importance. Not lnfrequen~ly the comnmnder sc~
letting the main line of rcshhncc may hnvc to dccldo
whether n t~nhwfil dMtftdC ol” ObSC1’Vftth)n h the most iII\r
portnnt cOnsMcrnlJon,
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: ‘I!l825,At] BMMJ$d’ II jwltlon W] not have the $amo degree
M Wcwfvc WWXh., Avww$ ot apimmah which cmble

.thc attacker to rwmh the nmln line of resistance under cover
ore SOUI’CCSof wcnkness In the posilkm. IZl!!louM8 of suf-
ficient strcu~U~ to meet the enemy In close-ranuo combot

‘ rnu$t be nenr fit hmid. ‘Ilwsc sfime wcnuea of aoproach
may, howmr, be mMitly unsuitwl for enemy tank Mtaoka.
(M the other hand, clear fields at fire over which the enemy
must advanco for somo dl$tancc under the defender’s fire are
sources of strength, so far M m defcmse against foot troopu
is concerned, but may furnish excellent termln for hotittle
tank attack. The defcndor must be prepared to meet that
form of attack which will best fit the terrain.

TM defensive strength of the position has a direct lxmrlng
upon the depth o/ M zwc of resistance. Portions of the
front which have great dcfenslve strength can be held with
fewer men, or units can be assigned wider sectors, while the
reverse is true in weak portions of the front. There 1s thus
m v~rhdhn in the troops wldch can bc made avaUoble for
rcarwnrd cen~ers of resistance. Adverse weather conditions,
close temdn, and cxhmwt.cd troops call for a greater densNy
of troops forward toward the nmin Me or resistmce, thus
dccrcaslng the number mmllable for extending the disposition
in depth.

~ 526. A positkm combining all defensive ndvantageg will
seldom be available. The weak points of a position are
strengthened by appropriate measures; B short field of
frontal fire ~s compensated for by the organization of dense
fhmldng f!res and hcnvy nrtillery conccntrntlons; exposuro
to hostile observation by dlstrlbutlon in depth, construction
of numerous dummy works and masks; dcflckmt observation
by incwnsed strength of local garrlson8, etci

~ 527. O(XX’TPATION Op POslTloN.— I’he o~cupation of ~ def~n-
slve position is preccdcd by a more or kss detailed rec~n-
nnisq~nce M ~rmltted by the Wuation. Cammandem’of
large units usually determine the general location of the
“pooit!on from the mfip. Whcn@w praotlc~blct the dlvlslora
commander, nccompnnicd by the prlnclpM mcmbors of hla
atnfi ml the comumudmw of the mnjor clcrnonta of h}s
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tmWINU@, ptwwdcs ta~ W)ps far tho CXCvUtiQ~of a)dcM@
M@nnniwmce on tho ~wnd.

A WWWWrccwmbwcc by the CIIVMOUconmmndm nnd
hk nrtlllwy nud Infnntry commmlcrs, fixlnfi In n ECIICI’N
wny the OMCWWUI stntlons’ requircc! for the ortilhwy and
M locatkm of the zone of rcslshmce, is followed by W
M8ignmcnt of txmcs 0/ mconwdssanca to fiubordkmtc iMsn-
try nnd al’ti]kry conmmndcrs. This rcconnakmncc! bcsws
not only on tho dcfcnslvc posltlon but Rlso on the avenues
of appronch aflorclcd the enemy.

Basing hls nctkm on his mission, his pnrsonal rcconnfils-
smce, the rccannaissance reports of his subordinntcs, nnd
the avallnble h}fornmthm of the enemy nnd friendly troops,
the eommnnder forms m estimntc of the enemy’s capabtll-
ties and the proboblc front of hostile attack, md nmk.es hls
decision M to the locntlon or the nmln line of r(*sM,m~ce,the
employment of WC m%tllerytthe assignment of sectors, the
strength mld location of the reserve, nnd the measures neces-
sary for sccur!ty. SucCessNC recommlssanccs by lower com-
manders fhmlly flx on the ground the dlstrlhutkm of smollcr
units and the detailed Iocatlon of their combat emplacements.
Exnct h~formution M to the trace of the main MC of re-
sistance is Iurnlshccl to the mt!llcry.

E 528, In o~dcr to form an estimate of the cnpab~lltics of tho
enemy, reconnahsartce during the occupation imd prcpnra-
tion of the dcfertsive position seeks espechdly to deteumine
the prlncipfil routes of hostiie approach, terrain available
for hostile observation, deployment of the hostile artillery,
assembly positions of the hostile Infantry, and the corridors
of terrain and IIncs of approach most mlvmatngcou~to the
hostile nttnck.
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tkms, sntl the fl~e MM th~t ctm be dcvclopad In defon$e
&l’Lhe VRF1OU$pRrt$ of the posltkm.

Ttw wklth of s~,tors tmslcrwd to Infmtry MM Im tha
Wanso VtU’tW with tho CkfeMiVe strwgkh Of the Va&’k)W
ptii%s of UMposition, the rel~thm lmportmce of the mctom,
ttI?<degree Or conhot rcqtakcd, n~idthe #wM?~ and &k@8@h
M Mts IWMMC for the cntke defense. The tMi?tiC8diYfor
rontrol and the fields of fire offered by the terrain rtsttbt
{hP lntcrwils which mny be pc~mlttcci hctween tackl~~l ]o(u&
Ws with consequent restriction on the width of scctor8.

HOm vari~t~on in the Mdth of sect.o~s may wise from. the
mxwlty for ndjwting sectors to fix qxiponslbility for de-
llmsc of tcrrn!n corridors. By adnptatiori of the width of
NW.CXSto Umk nnturtd strength, t.here results nn wxmom y
of force which cuabh:s the commahdcr to bold out the mmd-
mu tn stlren@l for countcroffcnshw pmqmses.

The nntural corridors of the terrain through which the
cncrny will press his WJIck have m decisive influence on the
MxMon of bowzdctrfcs between sectors. Botmdarlc$ arc lo-
cnM so Ihat there will bc no question of rcspons~bility for
the defense of a crit!cal nvcrmc of hostile approach. AS s
rule, high ground ciomh~atlng a terrain corridor is hchadcd
in the sector of n unit assigned to its defense; ]ocalitles which
facilitftt e cross fire between mutually supporting stron~ points
nrc also included in the sector.

In the outpost zone, boundaries USMIY follow ridge lines
in cqier to fncilltnte the coordination of artillery flrea. The
extxmMon of boundaries to the rem IS influenced largely by
.the existing mid net and routes for movement withh the
,pOsitiOn.



tho oc?mmnnd. On R brwtd front, n dlf’terent conduct m~Y
be prax’~lwd for dlffwmt sectors. If the posltloo of W
outpost k not wlthln dIcotivo mngo of the tirtllkry suppcw-
!ng the Wcnsc of the mtiln posltkm, some Ilght nrtillery h
attocl~ccl to the outlxxit,

,

k 531. TM divkkm commander determines the general dk-
tributlon of the mttUcrU and its subdMslon for cornbfit
(Wcct md genmll support), (See ~mrs. 4143, 45.) TIM
weaker the nrtillmy the greater the need for its ccmcentratml
employment under the immcdlde dhwct!ou of the dhdskm
artWery commander. Centralized control ~f the m%iJlery h
@lsothe rule prior to the actual engagement of the infantry.

!Ihe echekxmcnt in depth of the nrt!lkwy takes into con-
sideration the range of the several clnsscs of material, the
locmtkm of the objectives of the diflercnb nrtlllcry groupings,
ond the possibilities of neutraliz~tlon by l~ostile cmmtm-
bnttcry fire. ‘1’hc echelonrnent is llmitcd by conskhmtkm
that the entlrc mtlllery, including the, rc~rmost echelon,
must be We to concentrate its fire in frcfnt of the main line
of reststnnce nnd that the foremost cchclon should, as far m
practlcaMe, be able to flrc with observation from ~ rc8rwmJ
obsenmtion post h case of failure of observation tn {.hc
bnttlc position.

In order to asau’e that the batterhx of direct sup~rt are
not put out of action at an early moment mxi the infantry
th~ts deprived of dtrcct artillery flrc support, they generally
occupy a rearward position In order to be Ale to fire within
the battle po$ltjon. If necessary, some ot these Imttcrks
aro cmplnccd t.emporarlly In advoncccl positions In the out+
post zone In order to brhtg the npgmnchlna mcmy mdcr

early flrc without dJschMng the cvcntufil distribution of th~
artillery.

The more dhtan~ oblcctlves of the artlllcry of gener~l
mapport usually require th~t MS batteries be established h]
positions well to We front. In order to rcmh objcctlvcs deep
h the hostile combat zone. it 1S often advlmblc to 10WO
clemenls of long-range artillery tclnpormlly in the mo3t
advanced podtlons.
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jtiJ.m3&AWltzOwru/t W~lWFP Is dhpmd MUBUY M - ti
pRWct ns far M pra~tloobl~the m’~nnizat!ouand ow!u~tlan
Uf &e battiloposition with SJX?Chklnfitmtkm to tho ~ltk)n
-Wm of W Millery,
~. IIPluxmghotatUM Wcnsot protection for the I@Ill& and
the means af ommunltkm supply should be furnished. When
the commwndcr has ctetcrmhmci on ~vhotfront tho enemy is
rnnklng his mnl n Mt&ck, tht! nnUnh”crnft @Ulery concch-
hwtas its efhrts on protecting @om uir observtMon and at-
tack the threatened pfirts of the detcnslve position snd the
employment of reserves for counterattack,

If mlkim nntkdr(mft artillery !s avalIable, some units
are asdgncd to the local defense of important roads and
installMkms (rnlltmods, ammunition mt~blishments, air-
dromes, etc.), Mnxlmum USQ1smade of 811PWMVC measures
0( nntlaircraft defense. ~M finMrcrnf& lntelllgerkcc serv!ce
givcs pmnpt wnrnlng of the approach of hostile aircraft to
all units c(mxmed.

~ 533. lhqyimxm arc employed to impede the advance of the
enemy by the cxecutlon of dcmolitlon$ and by the creation
of B zone of obstacles. They increase the defensive powers
Of the other arms by the construction of field works requiring
special equipment or training, by technical asdstance h
other works of organization of the ground, and by furnishing
them with the necessary tools and engineer supplies,

III general, englncers are withdrawn to and employed in
rctm mm when the @ctual combat for tho defense of the
bnUJe positkm bcglns. They UIW lntcr wdhbk for use as.
K!MXVC8. (See pars. 74, 76, nmi m).
w 534. m; dlrectlon from which the mmin ntt~ck may be

expected ch!ofly dctcrmlnes the lniti~l hccttlon of the reserve.
ACCOrCMng to chcumstmccs, it k echeloned for protective
~UrpOSCSIn rear of fin exposed flonko h~]d in ~ ~~ltlO~ in
rwwihm.mfrom which U cm deliver n prepared counwrat,-
tnck, or w d@X)~edthnt It cm trike up the cmmteroffenaivo
by strikl~g In flank a host Ilc athck whbh bre~lw down in
f~ont of the mah Nne of mslstnnccm
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R 535. ORGANIXATIONOF h P0s1TN3N.—-Iu the ihtthl de-
ployment for defense, combat groups construct squad IUNI
Mdivkhml trcnchcs which are organizcci into strong IXIMS.
These strong POWS are irregularly grouped and unrqun] IY
spaced so os to trike best advnn’tngc of Lcrrain couclitlons.
Sited prlmmgily with @view to frontal mM mul,wal flankiu~
fire, they arc combined into cazWs o/ resistamx hckt by
larger tnctfcnl units. The contour of the m~ln Mncof resist-
ance is thus hsrrgulnr in truce, with elcrnents sited for frontnl
and fhmklng fhbc. Mnchinc 1?11!1sore so W’(I thnt ns n(xu’]y
8’3 practicnblc they cover the cnt)h*cfront of the main line
of rcdsttancc Wh conthwow bands of fire, and mm n~ the
same thne capmble of dcllvcrlng Iong-ranm? fire clurlnc the
hostile npprooch and of tnklng under cnfllade flrc hostile
elements which succeed in penetrating the main Mm of
resistance.

The general trace of obs~ucles depends chkfly upon the
fmnkhw fhw and defenses. By a proper coordhmtlon of
enfllndc fire, demolitions and obstacles, ond a suitable ar-
rangement of LIQIIS,attempt is made to cnnnllze the hostile
ottotk Mo nvcnucs of opprmwh whete it MU come untler
the destructive fire of 011avatlablo weapons. Artificial ob.
stacles In tho front of the main Ilnc!of resistmcc should be
concealed from hostilo obscrva~im; conccalmmt of obstncles
in front of the outpo~ts ts immvmtlcable when in contact
with the enemy.

In movjng sltuntkms time will rarely bc avalhble for the
construction and cmnouflage Of comwwdcation hxmckN,
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They we, hCNWVt?t,Mlqmmtble III the mokmird-PI@
tkm of n position alnwithey greatly facllikttte the @%etcl$oof
commtmd, the movement of troops, and the functioning of
supplY. Their constructkm for WC purpose of afkwding a
covered npproatih to the dehmive posltlon from the rear 1s
VWISZWC,howoww, in cawx where nnturd or mllflclnl masks
cmnot bc NW@ upon for concenlmcnt from hastlle gwxmd
ohscrvntton. This consldemtlon ond the MIOr kwoIwA may
McI to the construction of commtanicatbri Winches onlYcwcr
exposed stretches on the routes of appra~~chfrom tho rear;
in such coscs the routes of approach are conspicuously
marked. Communication txcnchos should be so sited that
they will nflorcl no indicfit!on to the enemy as to the Nxa-
tion of the combat emplacements,

Dmrmv zumks, ~mperly construc~ed, serve to mislead the
enemy m~d dlspemc his fire. To bc effective, they must
,closely resemble genuine works; dummy works ensily recog-
nlzcable as such nlvc the enemy valmblo negative Mornm-
Uon. They must bcm cvldcncc of Qn atlempt at CIXUIOU:IUX.

~ 536. Troops, divided inl o rellcfs for the Imrposcs of work,
cnrry out the orgmkmtkm O( lhc podthm in nccordmw with
fi systcinntlc I)lan 0/ COJIS~~-UdkmoTIM?priol’lty of tasks tcl

[he mnin WX1outpost positions is detcrmlncd by the principle
[h~t ji~’cCfl(!Ctt@iX$~r(’CCdCl~CCOUC~COIJCr.After the ]OCa-

Wm of combat emplacements lms been fixed, first priority k
OMMMMMYgiven to clcarlng the flclcl of fire, removni of ob-
Jccti n~~~kil~gOUr OWn obsc~rntio~~ &nd those wlthh~ the
position capnble of serving as reference points for hostile
observation aud fire, and the cictcrmlnation of ranges to

points in the foreground, These measures are oxdlnnrliy
followed by provisions for comouflag!ng the works to be con-
structed; then the construction of the various dofensiva works
and obstacles, followed by the m~rklng md preparation al
routes of approach for mscrves and ammun!tlon SUMP]Y.

Artillary and heavy Infantry weapons give !trst priority
to the construction of ob=vat~on ml command posts and
SignRI communications.. For the protection of guns, more
reliance is $Mccd upon camouflage and WWWOgJ tor mgnw-
otts alternative positions than upon the !ortifl@&xt ~t ~n
em~laccment9.
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dclcmfvc POSIUON,m.e~a- .
the main Imttle posit810n
whole position are given
the Prqxmbt.lon or con-

structkm of olxwrvntkm and command posts, signal com-
municntions$ OIWRCICS,gun positions, shelters, supply nnd
~mrnunition clumps, and communicntkm trenches.

Great crwc Js tnkcn to camouflage the must hmporf,ant
works and construct
in such mmmer that
troops.

The nrtillery gives

the more visible features of the position
they w1llnot CUSC1OSCtho d!strlbutlom of

early attention W develophg the menns

of observation KM fire control, and providing the nccess~ry
roads for the supply of ammunition. Shelter is constructed
for the personnci, and provision 1s mncle for camouflage of
ammurtitkm tmci M3pmtcction against wcflthcro

Signal communlcatkms am strongly reinforced. Units are
connected by wire lhws not only with MC rear but also Jpter-
ally: the importance of lateral lines consists not only h
affording direct commun.icatlon between aci.iaccnt units but
aIso in making available numerous alternative lhmj of com-
munication bctwccn advanced units and the rear in event of
the failure of a direct line.

~ 538. The prkwity o! work in the construction of a rear

gx?sftfott is largcl y determined by the tlmc required for the
construction of the various essenth] works and the extent to
which they lend themselves to camouflngc. lmportm~t works
requirh~ a cons~derable period for their construction come
first in order of prlorlty; works that would disclose the posi-
tion to lI*UIG tt!r mmmnnlasfinco mm omlttcd. After recon.
naissamce and detcrm!nat!on of the method of occupation’ of
tk position command posts, observation posts, obstacles,
and shelters for the troops are construct; the construction

communicntjon trcnchm is deferred unttl troops
position. .

CONDUCT OF ‘IZiB DWEWSE

defense of a position, whether it be hastily pre-
~wed or strongly fortified, is conducted in nccorciance with
the same prlncipkm The details of execution may vary.
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xllcpmd!ng upon tho oom~ander’s Intentions, the stm$gth of
the position, the means wtllnblc for Its defense, md the
$ction of the enemy,

~ MO. The commander provides for the coordhmtfon of the
fire action of the !nfantxy and the art~llery in Ms plan of
dc/ense. To assure UIISccxwdlnatkm,both In time and phmet
requh%scenlxdzed control of fire by M unit comrnmdcrs.

H 541, constant rcconndssance and observation Of the
many’s ciispo$itjons ore conducted with a view k securing
the e~rllest possible indications of the enemy’s ofXensh?e
preparations md the dat4 required for the conduct of fire.

The enemy’s radio tr~mc and rccommissance operation9
me closely observed to determine hls front of advance and
the distribution of hls forces. Air reconndssance provides
lhc information concerning the sltuatlon h~ rear of the
enemy’s leading elements.

A study of the terrain in which the enemy must carry out
his preparatkms for atteck will give valuable hxtications as
to the enemy’s assembly positions, the Ioc@tlon of hls artikv.
terrafu fnvorable for tanic attack, and the area most advan-
tageous for the main attack.

At the same time measu~es for counterreconndssance are
taken by all troops and agencies in order to screen from the
enemy the preparations and dispositions made for defense.

M 542. When Me situation permlb, mobile covering &tach-
ntcnh, strongly rehforced by hcwy infantry weapons @nd
artillery, opcrnte well in front and toward exposed flfinks d’
tho dofonfilvo podtkm. 33y tholr flm, d[~poaltlon, and move-
ments &heyendeavor to deceive the enemy as to the defcnshm
dispositions, lead him in a fake direction, and cause him to
deploy prematurely and on incorrect lines. Deploying on a
Wend front, they OCCUPY SUCCCSNVCposlthm~ on command-
ing ground and @kc mhmntagc of every opportunity to open

lmwy surprise fire on formed bodies of hostile tmoBs, wtth-
mt, however, allowing thr’xnselves to become c1-IY engaged.

~ SU. ‘IIIC situation determines whether the outposts are to
retain thc!r positkm after the occupnti~ of the math line
of resistance has been completed. When the flanks of the

185



[i. :

outpost are not
envelopment will
outpost troop!.

protected by other tr~opi?, the dungcr of
tlsual)y rcqulrc nn early withdrawal of the

When tbc fhnks of the outpost arc” protected by other
troops, tho outposts orc ordhwlly Mhuctcd dthcr to hold
their positions for n definite period or ‘to withdraw on orders
of the higher commanclcr. In the Jattcr’Cmx?they are wNh-
drawn when the enemy hm deployed his artillery for the
attack of the outpost position, thus imposing ou Mm the
ncccssity for R displaccmen’t of hls Mlllcry for the nttack
of the battle position; Jn this case rcI&tivcly strong outposts
are required.

in withdrawing on the battle position the outposts conduct
a delaying action. The withdrawal of Il]e outposts must be
so arranged that they w~ll neither interfcl’~: with nor be
endangered by the fire fmm the main posllkm. Coordina-
tkm in th~s respect Is f~cilitated by the usc of urea rmnced
signals nnd previously cleslgnatcd routes of withdrawal.

When decision is mnde to wlthdrnw the outpost without
nwnltlng the bos(Jlc nttnck, the foreg~ound of the Mtsti(!posi-
tion IS tcmpmnrily hckt by combnt oMo~ts dCtr~~lMM (Jlc
leading infantry units. (8ce par. 329.)

Whether or not an outpost position M held, the essential
consideration 1s to m~lnt8in cont~ct with the enemy o.ncl
keep him in doubt as to the charnctcr of the first rcslstmmc
he will eneounter and the position on which the PIOIIICWI
defensive effort will be made. .

h 644. The division nrtillery commander prepares the arlil-
tcrg IMCIno/ cwhwc?~t M ncconhce with the instructions
of the division comnmnder.

His first task is to provjde as completely as possible for
the immediate fl~c wwrt of the inf~try l~~l~~w the II@n
Mne of realstance. .

The effcctiw employment of the artillery rcqulrcs cfwdul
pkming espccktliy h the selection and conccahncnt of OP’S
8nd ~ing ~sit~ons, the preparation of fh’~, the occupation
of podtlon, ond the mcafwea taken for ammunition supp]y.
1 In order to ma!ntain itself in ectlon in the face of hostile
mpcrior~ty, the artll~cry must fully exploit its mobility. lf
there are lndication~ thnt the location of chrta!u batlcries
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‘ hns been discovered by the mmmy, such batterks effect a
;’CMWC to one of their Wcrnativc pmlt~ons during the night.
-, In quiet pcriod~, ~rtillcry units awigncd to, cottntetbattery

and harrowing mlsslons take Mvantfigc of their mobility.
~%)r’lhc dClfVC1’y of fh’c, thCy occlt~y during the night pt’(?Vi-
ously surl*cycd pos{tkms removed from thclr rcguhrly as-
SMned emplacements; af tcr dellver y of fire, they are w&th-
di~~Um from thcj~ tcmpornry positions.

~ 545. Highm commanders cictcrminc the conditions under
Nhlch nrtijlery fire is to be opened during the hostile approach.
In clctcrrnh~in~ the time for opening fire, consideration is given
to [hc fact thnt premature opening of fire by the mass of the
ml i[lery gives the enemy Informatkm relative to the location
of [hc position nud the cicpioyment of the artillery and that
he mny employ weak dct~chmcnts for the purpose of lnduc-
in~ the dcfcndcr to open fire and rcvcd hls dispositions.
Fjm is not opened by the m~ss of the ortillcry until targets
of s~mlclent importance are CI15C1OSCCI.

M s!H3. TIIc artflkru plan ot jlrc prior 10 the engagement of

Iho h~f~ntry lS lmscd prim mrily upon lhc cxccutlon of a
cmi NWprcparatton which seeks to break up or crlpplc the
hosl.ilc attack before it cm be launched.

It 1S important to take hostile artillery under fire at an
ea.dy moment, to Merdict hostile routes of npproach, and
@ cijslocnte a3 far as praclJicaMc the hostile systcm of com-
nm M and fire control.

The artillery of the attacker 1S most vulnerable from the
mmnrm~ it corms within range of the defender% artillery

uu til it has complctcd its deployment. During thjs ~r!od

IL cmMtiWcs the prh~c~pal obJecUvC of the dcfencicr’s artil-

~cry flr2 and air rmxxmnissance. The fire of 811 ~v~~]~b]e

arWlery is concentrated with R view to crippling the hostile
nriillery ns far as practkable before it can get into action.
c{)m?tc~?mth?rycontinues to be ~hc pr~ncJpBlmi=lon of a
~m%kmof the artillery, especially the long-range mcd~~
W!i~iCFy,throughout the batllc. t

‘llle corps gives the divkion instrllclions regulating me
employment of the dM8to@ artl!le~ in the cxecuticm of it~
more distant missions. The cows rehlforces tie Uchjon of
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thf! dhfkloml. MJll!wy Snd extends its ob]cctlve zone in
&pth by the uso of the longer-range mat(hlcl.ol its dispmil. ‘
Imng-range destruction @ndinterdlct!on fire is dlrccted espc-
cln!ly on scnsitlvc points in the enemy’s rem arms nnd on
hls llnes of commudcatkm (roilhcmis, lxjdgcs, crossroads,
supply cstntlishmcnt$, tdrdtomes, etc.).
~ Combat wfaUm extends in depth, nnd reinforces, when
~ccessary, the coun?mqxepmmtion fire of the mWlery. Air
attack ~gaiost hostile ammunition dumps, sNpply cst@lish-
ments, airdromes, railrosd instnllntlons, etc., mfiy lmvc im-
portant effects In dclnying or dislocating the hostile prepnra-
Llons for attack. Chmlmt avia~ion swwches hostile Iincs of
communication nnd Wncks enemy columns, rcsem%, supply
trains, etc., discovered in movement.

B 547. When the ~mmincnce of the infnntry attack 1s dis-
covered, cormterflrcparalton /lrc is dircctcd upon the known
or prob~blc assembly Dodtions of the nttncking troops.

In case the enemy succeeds in launchlng hls attack h
spite of the countcrpreparatlon, barrage fh-e is placed close
#n front of our own advanced infantry. If the Wnck suc-
ceeds in penetrating the Iinc held by the combat outposts,
~hc bnrragc 1s trmsferred in front of the mmin Nne of
resistance.

Plans for the delivery of counterprcparation nnd bmmgc
Ares are deslgncd to provide concentrations of fire only on
the crit~cal zones or fronts. DkMbution of fire along lhe
entire front is illcffcctive, Since the Mgh rate of arti~lcry
fire, especlauy in b=rage fire, may lead to a grcnlm con-
sumption of the mnrnunition than can be supplied, it is es-
aentiai that front Nnc troops cnrcfully consider the cmcr-
fyncy hl their calts for nrtlllcry supp@.

Barrage firm ore dcJlvcred either on the recaw4 of the
front lhm tmm, or 011rcprt M artfllcw Oh$CrVOmthat a
hostile attack is Wfng hNII’8CiICd.Counhwprcparatfons are
general or 10mi; t~lc fo~er arc fired On the order of the
superior commnndcr; the latter on the request Ofsubordinate
cammandc~s or on remrt W =rt~~leryml~Obsorvcrs of tho
development of a hostile attack..

*., - .
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~“Heavy infantry WtmpWM and a portion or ~the .’”m~6bk)@
; gqns pnrtk!patc Jh cwntmxcpfmtlon and barrage fires;.
. thilr fire plms nre ~o~rd!ngted with those or the EWWry In
t the dhdskm plan of defense. Provision may be made ror
1Mnforclng counterpreporatkm and bfirrage fires by $Mlery
normally a%%ignedto other missions, or by the artillery d
adjacent dMsions; their IWc is ordhmrily 8wMIwosed on
thnt of the battmks normally assigned to mfssions of direct
Suppol’t.

~ 548. When the front and djrecthm of the main hostile
nttack have been detcrmhmd, the defense at once takes steps
to meet it. IWe on the advanchw infantry M continued,
more machine guns participate, the combat outposts uro
withdrawn, and the defense on the threatened front is reln-
forced. The minimum rcinforccmcnt L9 employed to in-

crease the strcn~th of the troops holdlng the main line of
resistance; the bulk of the available reinforcement should be
held in mobjle reserve prepared for a~gre$siv~ action.

~ 549. Zn@ntry defends its posltkm by employlng all the
weapons at its disposal; it does not rely solely upon arti~ery
fire for the repulse of the hostile attack. As the enemy
comes within rnnge, the heavy tnfantry weapons, including
those of un!b in reserve, are brought into action. AS the
enemy attack draws closer, the l~ght we~ns of the infantry
engage in the fire fight until finally the enemy is stopped
or is drhwn back with the bayonet.

m 650. A un~t intrustcd with the defense of a strong point or
center of resistance under no circumstances abandons It un-
le~ atatharizcci to do so by higher ou~hority. Local am-
mnnders take the neceswuy steps to nmjntaln their posl-
thns, rectifying gaps in thck diswsitkms or plan of ilre by
the nctinn of their supports. Plans fire mgxio for the em-
~loymeut of load reserves. As the mea of their probable
emvioyrncnt becomes appmmt iC8CWCSare moved to bc nloro
rmiily avallabic for action.

w.

Memnms wc taken W Msurc Sceurity aga4ti mochanfsnd
attack. The nrtlllery 01 direct suimort assists the infantry
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In addition, ~hcn n strong hostile
mcchmizcd Wnck Is Impending, a few mobM bntt,cries are
prepared for prompt movement to MIY pm% of the posltkm
where hosti]c tmk~ m~y succecci In penetrating, the po~jit[~]l.

(sea pnr, 2m.) *

R 551. Should tllc enemy suocecd in pcnctroting the p@-
tion, the defender first seeks through fire to mmlhilatc the
enemy elements which 2NMmpenctrnkxl. The fire of the
supporting artillery is callccl down on the rear of the hostile
elements 111the gap whfle loctal reserves supported by the
hcwy Inftintry weapcms cotWetxzUack nga!nst the flanks o?
the gap to thrust back the enemy before he ho.s hRd tin~Cto
establish himself, .

f3hould these mcnsures for restoring the battle posilkm
fnil, or should the enemy succeed in mddng n deep pcnctrn-
tion nnd estnblkh Mmsclf on the position, the dcfcndcr seck~
to strengthen the flanks of the gap and mdntain his hold
on the supporUng points on both sldc3 thereof, resisting nll
nttempt~ to wldcn it. TiM?situntlon 1s thus first stabilized
in order to cstabllsh a firm base from which to lhuneh a
gcnernl counterattack.

The hlghcr commander must then decldc whether to nmke
a general cozmtcrattack to d~fe~t the enemy and restore the
battle positkm, or to transfer the main line of resistance to ~
rearward echelon of the zone of resistance. .

As a rule, a gertcud counterattack requires a careful prep-
ara$km and strong forces, Assembly positions, zones of nc-
tton, objective, nnd time of attack arc cicm*ly spccjficd.
Employment of tanks, support of combnt mdntkm and artjl-
Xwy, and the use of gas aud smoke are rcflulat,cd and con-
trolled by tlm supcrkw comumndcr. Whmwvcr prncttc@Ic,
the countcrattttctc is )mmcimd agninst the flnulm of the how

Me @lent. U It is dcslrcci to use the tnnk in the mnin

effort of the counterattack, cnrclul consldcrat ion must bc
given to the suitability of terrain for tnnk attnck and the
dnptatk)n 0[ thC @Q13 Of SUpPO~thlg fh to th(!ir schcmc 0[
mmcuver. ,
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determined cmmtmf?waiw. TM defense must be prepsred
to change to the MNimiivc and axplo!t ‘the results o! SUCCeSS-

fM dcfeMvc actkm, should R fwxnblc opportunity present
Nmlf. Aihhough the enemy will be somewhmt dlsorga~lzed,
MS nr~illery wIII still b~ superior and his troops will be dis-
tributed In depth. Xn view of the uncertain rcsultq which a
frontal attack ofIer$, orI onvelopin~ attack is to be preferred.
11 thk is imprnctlc~b]e, the defender shoulcl take advantnge
of his tempornry fmcdom of act!on m]d maneuver hls com-
nmnd for an entirely new operation.

W 553. Wllcn the b~ttlc iS hltcrruptcd by nightfall, combat
cmtposts are establlshect by the leadtng companies or bat-
talions hnmedkMy hl front of the main line of resistance.
t~ce par, 329.) Any enemy elrmcnts which have penetrated
the zone of ]4@stance are ejected by 10CO.1counterattack, lf
nnccs~~ry “by night attack, ProvMon is made for palrol]lng
~ml illuminating the foreground and the intervals between
tactical localities. Garrisons of strong points may be rein-
fmccd. Mmhkc guns me Iakl for their final protective fires.
t3roviskm is mode to place the defensive fires of artillery and
heavy infantry weapons in front of lhc outpost line. These
fires cover those areas thnt cannot be reached by rifle and
nmchinc-gun fire and should bc prepared while thc~e ls still
mltc “daylight. ‘17MYare delivered on prearranged signals
from M outpost.

W 554. When the enemy succeeds in eslabiishlng himself on
favorable ground at ciose range from the main line of r@ist-
mcc, it may bc ndvlsnble to redistribute the defending forces
h (Icplh. In such case the main line of redstance may be
trnnfifcrrcd to n rearward cchclon of the zone of reslskncc,
and the original mnin lhm of rcslstmcc Md by combat out-
PMS; or the dcfcwx! mny be transferred tos rear wWUon Sn
wh@I cosc the prcpmmtlons for a wlthdrnwnfl from actton
{me pars. 567-565) and a renewal of the defense on the new
po.$ltkm must be prep~red in mhmncc. Withdrawal to a rca~
pdtlon is m a rule advlsablc only when the Ntwttion clcw]y
S?WWS that the fimt poS!tiOll 1S Ullt(!lldd(? Or Will S0011 bCCOnM?

UtlMMMC*
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R 655, when battle Cnds !Odoclslvely a!xl B stabfl!~~l~bn of
4opcmtlma grwhudly develops, the dcckskm nwt be mode

whether to push the outpost forward and contlnuc to hold :.
the present position, making the neccsstwy rectiflcntions; or
to hold the old postt!on as an outpost dosition Wd trflnsfc~ .
the prlncipnl forces to a rear posltkm (see par. 517) wh!ch
then becomes the main battle posltloti. In ci~her c~se n
redistrlbutkm of forces isncccssary.

Measures me tdcen for the development and Shwngthcn!ng
of the ncw defensive position. Obstacles arc reinforced:
add~tional mlnc fiekis arc constructed: defense agolnst chcm -
lCMS k nmre thoroughly organized; shelter Is provided for
men and ammunftlon, and measures ore token to provide for
the rest and comfort of troops. *

R 556. Where a stabilized situation develops or a dcfchsc
conthmes for a prolonged period, the ncccssity for con-
scrvation of the flght!ng power of the troops requires pro-
vision for the periodic rc?ie~ of WWSh line. For the snke
of conthluity In the execution of the plan of ciefense, it ~s 8s
a general rule advantageous to avoid relieving the artillery
and the infantry at the same time. The relief is preceded by
a detailed reconnaissance of the sector by ofllccrs of the
relieving unit. The execution of the rellef takes place under
the direction of the commander of ~hc unit to be relicvpc?;
he remains responsible for the dcfcnsc of the sector until the
relief has been completed. 8

..O
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WITIl~ith WAL FROM ACT ION—IliTJR EMENT

~ 55’?. Wmmmfiw$L F’mm Ac’rloN.-A wlthdrnwnl from nc-
tion is Lhe operntkm of brcnkhm ofl cmnb~t with n WXWC :

force. The nencml purpose of the ovcrntkm 1310 refvdnor
IWCSCWCtrccdom of acWm4 Wlthdrowni mny be clthcr vd.

tmtmy or forced. Alttmugh USUQ~~y COiMkiCrCd in COnn(!C-

thm w~th the clcfenslve, a uWZdrmwzlImnt. ~c~imz may be
mqqired in a variety of sltuattons. It Is vohmtnry when
existing combat has accomplishcct the rnisslon, or when suc-
cessful combat Is mspcnded to permit dlscngogcmcnt of
troops for employment clscwhcrc. It is [orccd when unsuc-
cessful combat 1s broken off to permit disengagement of
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m 668.

as a prellmkwy tu a delaylng action or the renewo~
defense on ~ retirwm! position, or to avoid dectslve
by effecting a retirement.

Thc hewler the previous fighting and the closer the
engagement with the enemy, the tnorc dUIicult will be the
process of breaking all combat. TMs operation is facUMted
by concernment of dispositions and movements, by surprise
in the ciclivery of fire anti, when practicable, by lm~l cmm-
tcrstrokes.

U 550. A wll.hdrnwal by dnylight involves suoh heavy
10SSCSand so great a degree of dlsorgfmlzathm that it b
USURIIYpreferable to hoki out at all costs until nightfall and
effect the withdrawal und& the cover of darkness. As a
YMC,only rcarwnrd echelons cm be withdrawn by cloy.

The commander who orders a withdrawal designates s
rcamard or assembly positio?~ on which the troops wfll pre-
pme for a renewal of res~slmce or under the protcct~on Of
which the troops may, if clrcumstmces so require, be nssem-
bkd for further retrograde movement.

~ 500, The troops engaged stubbornly hold their positions.
If this is impossible, they avoid a decision by a delaying
fiction and await the arrhml of darkness before actually
break~ng off combat.

The commander makes spcchd provision for hokling as
long as poss~ble the road centers that control the commun\-
c~tions to the rcnr, Rnd the fcfitures of the tcmnln that
QNM extcndeil obscrvntlon over lho nrcns in rem of the
WMe frOnL

Successful counternttficks crcntc the condlttons most favor-
able LOthe withdrawal, In this cmmectkm. combnt Watlono
mcchim174xl Wtxt, nqd chcmlcd troops cml bc of matcrlat
flflslstl?ncc.

.

Pursuit aviation seeks CSPCCMYto relieve the lines of rc-
lrent from alr obse;vatlon and the presmre of hostile com-

bat nviation. me attack of lmlhmne nnd obscrvxtio~ air-

planes ndjus{ing hostile RrtlNcrY fhse hi also of grcnt lmpor-
tnnee.

t fvl



If tho commMidw Ml hm a rcsorvc nvnll~blc it Is prcf-
ernhle to move it mui a port of the orlillery to occupy the
rcnrwmrd ~$it~oll m]d COV(21’the withctrnvml of thC t,uOO]M
ckxmly Cngnflcd,provktccttllc mlssIon cm] be pcr(ormmi from
the ncw position.

● When the rcmwwd or assembly position lies at a con-
sklcr~ble dlstnncc from the ba!tle front, the ccmmmndcr
selects a Suilnble covcrlng position nnd clctniis, from any
available rmrrvcs, a mobllc covcrh~g @rcc stronc in machl nc
guns to occupy Hi Rncl cover the wlthdrawd of the troops
engaged. AMllcry and antlmcchanizcd wcapcns are at-
tmhcd to the covering force.

If the withdrawal is effected under cover of dnrkncss, the
troops in contact trmy be nbk to provhle the ncccssary sc-
CUlity for the wlthdrawd. In any event, the commnndcr
must indicate the course to be followed anet provide for dis-
engaging MS forces and insuring freedom of action to the
disengaged troops.

KI !j(ll. As soon as prnctlcable the conunnndcr makes the
neccswwy mmngcmcnts for clearing the rear of the combat
zone and for shwtlng unengaged unNs toward the rearward
position. Kc takes the necessary prccau~ions to prevent bc-
trayhlg his intentions to the enemy.

In his order for the withdrawal the commander assigns
sectors and routes of withdrawal to the units of the com -
mand, prescribes the strength and conduct of the securjty
forces, fixes the priority in withdrawal of units, sends nhead
a~gnnl troops for the cstabllshmcnt of s&gnal communlcnt IOU,
and takes the neccswu’y steps to clear’ the routes for the
movement of Lhc troops. Prompt stnrtlng of trains to the
new mcm, cvacunWm of the wounded, md UM rcmovnl O(
SUPNIM,Cncrgctlc mcasums for the mnlntenancc of trdlk

control, construction of the necmwtry bridges, and prcpmt-
tlorm for the cxecuUon of demol!thms on Lhoroutes 0[ witl~-
drawal @re of primary importance. E~ectWe rncnsures arc
taken for antiaircraft and nnt.imcchanized defense.

Wire llncs not Nxolutely nece~~ory nrc taken UP: PrcPmm-
tiloxis are mmlc to destroy those which must renmh~ in opc~*a-
Mm, Wlct mcfisurcs are instihMxi to re~ulatc or sikncc
rndio communlcntlon.



H 583. T’hc ioithdrawl d the greater part d the f~rces m-
jm~cd commences at nightfall; only wcnk clcmenta are Icft
in Immcd$ate contact with the enemy. TMse outpost c!e-
mcnts, formed from troops nearest the enen~y, are well sup-
plied w~th nmnundtion nnd pyrotechnhx. In view of the
broad front upon which they are deployed, a slngie com-
nmnder ordinarily cannot malntatn cfIcctlve control. TIIc
orders of the superior commander must, therefore, regutate
Lhe artillery support to be provided, coordhmte the ~ction of
the ekments holding the various sectors of the outpost, flx
the tlmc of thclr withdrawal, and prescribe their action In
case of host~lc attack. They may be directed h withdraw
ciUIc~*at a prescribed hour or when forced to do so by the
enemy’s advance.

Z?M withdrawal K executed on &broad front; troops ret!rc
in small columns and after passing the covertng posit~an we
mscmbkxi into larger units at dcstsnatcd inlt~al polnta.
Engfnecm keep the routm of withctrawnl open and Wntsh
guldcs to brkl~cs wbcn ncccsimry.

TM clcmcnts left in contact with the enemy screen the

withdrmml hy stmuluUng great activity. By heavy flrlng
from different poslUons, rcconnalssmwes of strong combat
PMSOM,m}d sending up numerous rockets md !Muea, they
endeavor to create the Smpresstonof heavily held lines.

= 5G4. A park of the artillery remah~ in position to support
the ckments MU tn contact; it incrcwsea its We activity to
dceeivc the enemy tmfi assists the front Mm!troo~ in break.
tng on Comlmt. Well-supplkxi with mmnunttion nnd pro-



.

‘ tectcd for nll-rount! defense, these gIms remain M ficlIon to
Ll]e lnst po.ssiblc moment &nd do not hcsitnte to sacrifice
thcmsclvcs if ncccssnry to Insure the withdrawal of the sccu-
rlty dct~chmcnts left in contact with lhc enemy. The re-
mainder of thh artlllcry h withdrawn by echelon to the rcar-
wnrd or covering position, priority in movement behg given
to the hcavler CNMYS.

R fj05. Thc posit.!(m of the covcrin~ Jorce fs sclcctd so
thnt it will cover the routes of withdrawal and tbe nssembly
position of the mnin body. Under ccrt Gin condltkms, the
occupation of a fhnk position may be odvhabic In order to
force the enemy to execute a time consumtng rnmxuvcr.

It is the mission of the covering forco to cover the witl~-
d~awal of the mn!n body of the artillery rema~nlng h posi-
tion and the outpost left in contact with the enemy. The
successful accomplishment of this mission clcpends lnrgely
on the, erncient execution of a systematic pkm of artillery
and machine-gun defensive fires.

When the withclraw~l of the m~ln body is ~ssurcd, the
covering force follows it to the reurwmad position or joins
the march column.

U 66(L RS~U?EMEN7.—Without competent orders to do so a
decision to retire M justified only when alt possibtlitjes of
tmxxnpMshlnE the assigned mission have been exhauskd ancl “
a cunUnuntion of the battle will lead either to exccsslvc losses
or’m decJsWedcfemt. “ - .

No commander Is authorized to order n rctltcnxmt on his
own hWnWc slmp!y Mcnuse of local misfortune or reverses
WMed by an Wncent unM, or when such rctlrcmcnt will
jeopardlw the rest of the command. ln a crists, a com-
mnnder must persevere and show a resolute will. WCCpars.
103, MM,loll.)

~ 667. Having disengaged his forces from action, the most
important conslderatkm fm a commander is to place CW-

tame and a rear muu”d htween Ms mah body nnd the
enemy and regain h!a freedom of Pction.

Train8 are put h march without dclny, !f neceswwy under.
bcort, and sent to the next bivouac area. In their rct!rc-



.

507-6?0

ment they establish dumps of ~mmunitlofi, r~tlon$, md other
suppllcs m NWO 10 meet the needs of the rekenth%gtroops.

As fast M troop units tirrivc In the assembly positions they
we formed Into mall mnrch columns and set M moUori b
the rear. TM retirement !s made on a broad’ front, USIW
p11W1’dhbk roads.

IU568. A rcor gudrtt is de!xdled and mslgned to s posltkm
from which it can cover the formatkm of the march columns
find Uwlr unlnterrwpted retirement. Inithlly this rear guard
consists of the troops which covcrcd the withdrawal, rcln-
forccd by contingents of other arms ns required by the situ-
ation. (E?ecpar% 288, 661.)

When there !s danger of a hostile encircling maneuver In
pursuit, flank WMS compwcd of mobile troo~ with engi-
neer and antimechanized units att~chcd axe detailed to cover
the exposed flank.

M 5(39. In Q retirement, clearing the routes oj march for
our troops and organizing an effcctl ve xme of obstacles to
dclny the cncm y’s pursuing columns are of greatest impor-
tance.

Engineers at-e sent bock enrly to reconnoiter and improve

the roules of retirement, repak br!dges, and prepare obsta-
CJCS and demo3Mons to be made effective by the rear guard.
The Iocntion of these obstacles, end the nature of the demo-
litions and contamimttfons prcpfired, are carefully noted and
mcnmws taken to prevent their endangering our own troops.

Stafl @Were accompanied by dctnchments of mfllitory
p01icf3 are sent to critical locallt!cs to regulate t~~mc SUXI
prevent congestion, espedally in tiwns and ot bridges and
defiles. strong ant!drcraft and antimechanlzed protection
~q=tabJlshed at them critical 10caMtkxJuntli they are cleared
by the mfttn body. 8

B 570. AS the distance from the enemy increases, the small
COXUXWJof the ms~ body are consohl~teti into larger march
cdiunns constitdxx!t as amtmt teams. During Uw mmwh to
the rear, a constant efiort is mmde to Mcreuse 4he dktance
fmm the enemy and gain greater frced~ of MMO~ for me
canrnander. TM will necesdtate night and forced marches
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as well 8s cffcctivc wwl’ty rneastwcs to protect the fkmks of
tllc zouc of mtlrcment. ,

U k71. Thc employment of cowbd czviatim unctw control of
, the Mtpcrlor comnmudcr to W3istj h Cldtlj’hlg Um hOsHJe
SJUrSU)tiS COO1’diilatC(iwith ~hc (tdk)ll (’)[fhe I’CW iUXi jh nk

gUulxt3.

,= 572. The su~)scqucltt “nctlon of the rear g~uwd 1s gOvcrncd
by circumstnnccs, (see parse 291-204.) I%c rear gua rci
retires by bounds; it regulates its hai(a by the progress n~d

~security of the mnin body, and ammgcs its rests so as to toke
advantage of the cover and protection afforded by the temt 1n.

DELAYINGACTION

●

U 573. A recourse _tocfch@tu actfon ordhmily implies either
a lack of remliness for battle or a host~le superiority of force.
Ms purpose is to gain time while avo!dlng dec~sive action.
Thls is attnh~cd by deceiving and containing the enemy.

Delaying action Is often used in the opening phms of
battle to gain tlmc for the unified employment of the entire
comnmmi: it mny also bc cf!llcd for jn kdm phnsrs pcnd InR
completion of preparations for countcroff ensive actkm. (See
jmrs. 94, 413, 522.) It finds cspecinl application in the opcrR-
tions of cmwdry, covering forces, nnd o~her security dctmh-
ments. (Hee pm. 31, 292, 542.)

.

SR 674. Delaying action M based on a Mnitcd rcsktancc on a
defensive podtion with the intention of rcncwhig this rc6ist-
ance Ill XCedW posltkms M ncccsm ry. The defense In
each position must force the enemy to an early dcploymc IIt
and to tinwconsmning prejxwtions for battk. Ordhmrtl y
combat h broimn off in each position before treaps become
ckxwiy cngflgcd. n~e WuWon maY, however, requlrc a
strwg wMancc on some positionor even a cow~tcrauack h
order to accomplish the delnylng rnimion.

The dclaytng memurcs arc continued bctwccn p0dCf072s M
order to gain time for organjzin~ the reslsl.nncc on the next
position. 13ccRu$e of the retrograde and Iong-range nnturc
of combat, delaying ac~ion iS most effectively executed by
troops pamemin~ a high degree ot moblllty nnd grcnt firo
power especially fit the ]ongcr rnngcs.



= 576. Thc COndUCtof delaying action is faciWMWlMlOpen
terrain by sclectlng successive positions at such dktmce
npiu’t that the enemy will be forced to displace his artilhxy
in order b @tLack the next PMlkm in mar. In wooded

lerraln the infantry bears the brunt of combat, and succes-
SiVe podticms may be much closer together.

In ench position, the main Me of resistance 8houkl tnsure

facllitlcs for artillery observathm 8nd for the deltvery of

cflective long-range fire by heavy intmkry weapons. M gtm-

era$ the depth of the zone of resistance Is not very great.
The Mng positions of the artillery mid hcmry infantry weap-
ons are locntcd close to the Jlne of resistance.

R 577. The dmztftm O! the dejense In each position mhd the

amount of May obtained between posit~ons depend upm the
krraln, the fncllitkxs for observation, the elTectWeness of
obstacles, and the netion of the enemy. The cmnukmter
c$!nrfs his lnflucnce through Me distribution of troqm, the
maplnymcnt of the lwttllwy llud reserves, and the @m#tlmmt
of mnrntmithm made fw the defense in each po@km. The
ihn-dkm of the defense in each podtlon b so regulated
that the withdmaral cm be mmic
Mlectlve ms!s!mnce organkcd on
heforc the C31WIYiS d)lC tO r(?llCW
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WI 157@.In flghtlng a dol@ng ~otlan, some troow Rm clls-
pWWdon tills 11’emrpCNWQnto cover the tllfW&Wml from the
POWWM In front. As n rule, the Iongw h dclnylng uct!cm IS
wmttmmd,the gmdm mwt be tho stwmxtl~ Of ~h~ C~JSI~NIt

eahdun M@oyed on the rear position. SIIW thh cm h
dono CJrttyat the expense of tlw combat cchclon cloployed
m the forwwd positlun, the width of the wwtor mttst be
prt)grewvely rettuceCL The wlthdritwal from one posit!on
@ me next is exoculed IM discussed In pfi~a~roplts 002 to
60$, il@UdVes

U 579, me cornmnnder controls tho operation by prescribln~

the time of wl~drawfil and the tlrne by whinh cnch succcs-
shm ~itlon is tb bo occupied, In open terrain 1$ is better’
to mttke a timely and simultaneous withdrawal from ench
pXMlon6 In close tcrmln or whcu n commmcl Is ‘clcployccl
over a wide frent this may be lmpracticwbk; the dcclsion m
to the time of withdrmvol 1s then left to subordinate com~
mander’s; the commmicr cxerc~s~ng control by prcscr~bing
n general terrnln llnc to which units will cvcnttmlly witl~-
draw or in front of which the enemy wIU bc hcicl until a
designntcd hour.

H 500. In order to coordhmte the operations, the combat zone
IS subdivided Into sectors the bmndaries of which are cx-
twldd to the rear to Include inttl~lly the Ibst two kdayhg

~osft~o~, and later the fi~al IWSWCW in the commnndcr%
plan of action. In favorable terrain the width of sectors in
delaylng action may be taken as about double those Wtnb]e

i far defense. fEke par: 528.) t

“ To each sector a tfictkml grouping 1s assigned mid given a
combat mission. The strength *MI composition of cnchb
grouping 1Sdcterm!ncd by the mission amlgnmi, the tctmlu,
Uto width of the sector, nwl the nn~uraM the hostllc thrrnt..
MuKW suppmt between adJf$ccnt mowinwI is coordinated
by the superior commander.

* 681. In awh Motor, tho dofaso IS rnnde by comb~t groups
●
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R 502. As in the defense of any position, m o@mst, strong
In Mwvy lnfmtty wrnpons, 1s deployed well in f rent of the

first drhudng pos!tion to harass and dclny the enemy’s ad-
vmce md to keep him in doubt os to the location and char-
mbw W t.hc first re:;istnnce he will encounter.

TIM ddwm d the IxMtion h begun by the artillery In
Rencrnl supper’t which lnys down i~~terdictlon fires on the
KWXX of hostik approach and covers the wlthdmwal of the
rlcmcnts of the outpost. As the encrny develops his columns
PWMIMI w to deployment for nttack, the artillery In direcc
support joins jn the counterprcmmitlon fires ~kiced On the
NJSHM$sscmbly jxMtions. From the beginning of the action,
Ihc fire of the firtjllcry Is cljrcct~d Princ~PnIIYnmhst the
lxxstik? Mfnntry nnd mechanized units.

As the! mew drhm in the outpost. nIl clcmenls M front
M WC Itnc of rrslsltwe rctke M rcm of the position. The
Yefen$c of the Mm!of resi$tmce Is lmscd Pr mariiy on the

IIM of k ortillcry, MM muchi~e @uns,and owy ln!~try
w!&poFV!LFor 1))!spul’po$e,a pllul of CU!fcnslvcfln?s Is prc”
mred }n which tho fire mknlons of the vfitious weapons arc

WOPWIY comblrtccl ml comxihmted. ●
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1[ the wlhhwdmust Mnmdc In d~ylightt Um.IIMlllPry
sud hcnvy inknbiy wcopon~ arc dkpwml In dcPl ho A dfiY-
ll~llta MMtt’mwll lmly 01!30 lx) fncml m?(l by Oi’gntizltll? nll
Wcrmcdlfltc d(!fuyiltg #o$ltfo)t 10 IN OCctlplc(l by N’w?l’w?s
$wsiancd to COVClbtho witthdr&wal of tt’oo~!s in fm?to The
sillbscq~le]lt lvlt.lldy~lval of tl]e troops f Yoln ~hc intermx{~o /6

dekiying pod[km is in turn covrrecl by o(hm troops m th~
no~t dclnying position in rear. The rcthcmcn~ IWly thus ]IC
executed by the altwmte withdrawn 1 of successive. echelons
from one del@ng position to the next.

The loss of mdefended tnctical locnlity to the enemy docs
not ncccssnrily involve an early withdtmwd nlong the who]c
front. Adjacent combat groups should take advontage of
such sH.mWons to punish an impetuous enemy by hcnvy
flanking fire and by 10cN cotmteralhcks whmcvm” the cm-
ditlons me favornblc.

H 684. Timely mermures me taken for rmmnnisstmctj nn{i
for prcpwattons mxcsmry for the occupation of the succes-
sive clelay!ng po5Jtlons in rear.

ProvMon 1s made for the establishment of mire comlNI@-
catfon from the higher commmder to the sector commmM-
crs and the senior nrt!llery commander, Of espccinl hn-
portance is the cillcient operation of We artillery wire nrt
in order that the flexibil~ty of artillery fire nmy be exploited
to the nmxlmum. In the CQSCof distnnt or detached combot
groups, communkdlon h Mmltecl to rfullo,

The wlrc systems of subordhmtc units we limited to UM

most csscntkd lhms h order to rcducc the wm.k of rccowxy
of wire nnci the amount th~t must bc ‘nbandcmx?. Full usc
1s mnde of pre~rranged visual signals and of mounted nnd

motorcycle messengers.

= 585. $uflport aofatbn md~blc to the conmmnctcr hi cn~-

ploycd to delmy the hostile pmxndt by MU*WSSIIIRzmd lnlcr-
dlctfng hostile cohunna at crltlcnl JocalltkN,

4
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81?ECltAILOPFWSI’’ICMWb

spondin~ increase in th~ imporhinco d close combat arid
th~ fire of fixed weapons c~pable of bclng kdd on definite
targets or Rrww by clny; by dlfllcu!ty in movement, troop
3eMMg, MXI the malntcnmnce of direction, cohesion and
cmnmunleation; tmd by a more highly seMtM morale ot
UN?troogxs.

IMcrcnsc jn the effcctlvcmws of !lre permits the use of
CIOSerformations without exposure to exce$siv~ 10WSM:dU-
flculty M lhc maintemmceof control and dlrectbri lndicatea
the necw?ity for dcslgnntlng lhn~tcd objccthma which may
be ~pproached by well-dcfhcd routes; the moro uerwlttve
$nOrn]e Of th@ trOO~SinCr@@8CSthe Cfl@9 at Su~ri&Q ob-
Wincd by the ofien$e 8nd the !mportance of 8ecurtty meas-
ures on the pttrt of the defense.

N!ght wnditlons WCNXUIC the cfkativcuma of air ncon-
ntdsmnce, but wc especially favornblc to alr bombardment.
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An attank IouIWWICIWnr the first bo~$mOf~ar~- f~e-
qucmtlystrikes th~ emrny before hOhas had time to orgmke
hllapcdtlm or MSWllcwy stmmrt. It mW BISOalltlciPfit@
~]@wKbl~night qxw$tkms on the pfwt of the enemy. It nmy
IXIZde!lverwl after vlctorlo~~scombat In order to frustr~h) the
cnamy%attempts to orgfinlm n withdrawal at nlghttall. ‘

An attack during the last lwms of darkness may be *dvan-
tO&@OMas a prclim!nm’y oper~tlo~ to a general $itt8Ck at
Wwbienk because it gives the defender no time to reorganize..

8 S93. The declslon to attack should be made while there !s
still surnclent dayltght to nmke all prellmhmry reconna&-

sances and 1ICCMWW%pretxzratIons. A thorough knowledge
of the terrain and 0[ the encrny’a posltlon is necessary for
subordhmte commanders. The orders for a tight attack
must therefore be Issued In ample time. The most favor-
nblc time for beginning the reconnaissance Is shortly before
dusk, so that bo~h the dny and night aspects of the terrain
may be studied. Emily Idcnliflcd direction poinh are lo-
cated and provision is made for Euidcso

~ 594. Night attacks arc made preferably by fresh troops or
by reserves of troops in conl~ct with the enemy, When made
by troops already in contact with the enemy, many details of
cxccutkm ore left to the commnndcm or front line units.

When fresh troops nrc dcslgnnted to make a night attack
their approach march is protected by troops alre~dy in con-
tnct with the enemy.

13ubfirdhmte commmders must be cm!fuliy MMructed

“conccrnlnfl ‘the terrain, the objcctlvc, and the direction of
Wnck. Ito@s of appronch arc cnreful]y marked, gu~dcs ore
providccl, rmd compass directions nre given.

U 5!M, Orders for ni~ht attnclm are formulated with moro
Uwm usuml detail. 120uMJ of 8Ppromch, assembly positions,
nnd objccthws arc dcslgnntcd wl[h the ttlmost exactness: the
bou~~ds of movement in sppro~ch, the occupntkm of assem-
bly pdlkms, ml the clcllvery d’ the MWWt are regulated
in accordmwe with PMCISCIUmo tnbkm ‘X’heMwMt may bo
Inunchcd

In the
tic)?fsOrc
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aoluimn WW close b tlwlr objectlvm, when dcmc skirmish
Ilnea are formed m~tithe enemy rushed with the lx’iyoncb
wilhout firing. Tho awiauitlng lines ore Mlowcd closely by
their suppoxb and lmml reservcfi, formed in smnll columns,
AU vehicles mnclanlnm!s fire left at the assembly positions.

The heavy jltinntry wcnpon$ of the assnult ccbckm m’c
plnccd M ~sltkm for Mnk protection and then ndvnncc
with the reserves, When the terrn!n is fnvorabk for Qver-
hcml ON, they mny be cmplnccd h~ Q rearward POSMII to
support the Wack, prccnu[lons being token not to cndnngw-
We attacking troops.

The larger tnctlcnl units are formed in assault columns,
,mnd each column is given w Mlnlte dlrectlon and objective;
Chmnmication js rnalntnlncd between columns, and every
prcc~utlon Is t~kcn to mwld tl~elrcoll[ding with onc another.
~ Silence, secrecy In prcpmation, and cohesion in exectWm

are esscntiai to success. Light$ are forbidden; Myonet+s me

fixed; xMes are UII1OMM. cspec!ally for supports and xe-
serves. Measures arc tnkcn for mutual Idcntificntkm of Ihc
troops h the dmmk. ,.
~ 500, The particular circumstances attcndtng each situa-
tion will usualiy indic~te whether the infantry assault should
be prepared by artillery fire, Where arttller~ support is in-
dlcatcd, a short but violent preparation will gencrnlly sufllce.
TMs preparation is Ilfted in accordance with a tlmc schedutc.
Xn any case, MC artillery holds itself in readiness to intervene
promptly and cnergetlcall y M accordance Wth a p]an of fire
prepared during the hours of dnylight to box of? the zone or
attack. In addition the artillery ncutrmlize$ located hostile
nrtillcry.

~ M)?, On copturkig their objectives, units ~re at once rQ-
orgmized and promptly disposed to meet a counterattack.
Their further detallcd conduct Is mscrlbed in the orders for
attack, .

plan of defensive
hostile approach.

fhw covcxing the principal nvcnum Of
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4 600. CXxt@c$ and the fire of fixed we~~ons are the prJnci-
JW means used in brenking up the assault. lnfmMy does
not open fire until the enemy 1s dose enough to offer an
untnlst~knble and profitable tnrgcL Local supports and re-
SWV.?S,wing the bayonet only, countcmttock, preferably
FtEOInst the enemy’s flanks. ●

M 601. As a We, dclayjng action at night can be executed
only by small units or detachments which operate and retire
aloug well-defined ~outes. Rearward movements m! carc-
fttlly regulated to mold kmes by fire fronl Mendly troops
in rcor, .

RIVERCROSSINGS

H GM, CiENRRA!..—Owlng to the restrictions which they irn-
posr upon nlovcmcnt mxi mancttver, river hcs exercise
cmsitkmble influence on m~lliary operations. They consti-
tuk obsttdcs to an ~ttwk and n~tural lines Of resistance for
R ~tln~ense; they mdst in screcnhg against hostile ground
&om@ssmme rtnd in providing mcuxity agninst hostile
n&13anlzed attack.

~ ‘603. ~m mttnck. and defense of river lines require specfat

\

pl~‘spwcztio?zs,both technlcnl and tactical, proportionate to
M sire of the river and the 6trength of the commqnd.
Data rekitive tO rivers In the thcttter of operaWm9 ~ze con-
tnip~d irI maps, nlr photowaphs, and terrain studies fur-
nishW to the cornmonder of the fldcl fO~CCSon the dbe~k
of ~hMMbIw. Those data are supplemented by research
conducted Uwoughout operations.

Xl 604. Rccov?tafma?tce of a river he is essen~ial both In
nttmk md defense. The strength of a river Nnc increases
with the width nr’tddepth of the
the wrrenL OUm consiclcmtlom

●
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WWicnl bccwlng Riwt,ha cm!lItlon Of khobanks, tlm topog- ‘
JNIPIV of the terrnln atlj~cent to the rlvcr llnc, the presence i’
of lshmds mnd ttrlbutfirlm, the nature of the river bottom,

~the chnrndxw O( tho mppromchesto the river brink, lhe prnc-
tkmbllity of fords, and the clonger to be apprclxmcled from
Ice floes, frcshcts, cto.

Stream lines which ordinarily are M lItLle Mctieo! sig-
nlflcancc may lmcome formidnb!o obs~wles as the result of
freshets, high WRUWor Rrtlficinl dnn~mlng. In winter, t?kmps
may cross on lcc of W1’lcicnt Wlckncsq: On [h Mm l~ind,

lcc conditions mnY $rea’tIy lnCrC8SCthe dlfllc~lt~ Of C~OSbhW

Sttrcams With soft bottoms and steep imnks are effective
obstucles ngninst treks and mechanized units.

R 605. A3TAc?K.-The defenses of a river line cm sometimes
be turned. 33Ydemonstrations carried out at vmlous points
on the river line, ~n nttempt is mnde to deceive the enemy
as to the projcctcd point of cross~ng while a s~rong mob~lc
force mnkes ml unopposed crossh~g elsewhere, turns the
hostile flank, md hunches m nttack bcfmw the enemy can
readjust his dispositions.

When the enemy h ncm’ but rmt actually hoMlng ~ river
line, an effort is mnde to mIt!ciP~te him in the possession of
the necessary crossing. Mobile forces arc ndwanccd ns
quickly m possible on o broad front to seize the desired 4
crossings and OCCUPYthe dominating terrain on the fnr side
in order to protect tim crossing of th~ Innin bodY.

When, however, the encmY is aircady in possession of a
river line which cannot be turned, the crOWng must ho
forced. Hostile ~roops are promptly driven across the river,
and preparations to force a crossing arc lnltlatcd systemMt-
c~lly. SccrccY, feint attacks, speed of movement, nnd con-
cealment of preporntions nre then hnporh nt in order to
deceive the cnmy os to the fro~lt on which MC nctual CXOSS-
lng will be mnde.

0600. Rcconuctissunce of river Mcs ocross the routm of ad-
vance h Wun by stdi and cndnccr ornccrs with covering
forcee at on early stnge of the operntkm% Air photographs
showing the Mmre of tho river and tho briduc ctcstructions
effected by the enemy enable the high
early estimnte as to tho possibilities
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R 607. In the seiectkm of fronts and xWs ot crusdq cOa-
Wermtkm k given to both Wctlcal md technicsl E%QuMe-
!mM!$.

TM exhitww of a good brldgchcwl pOSitkXlon the fat
MC of the l’iVM ermbks tho fht trooPstm’ossto eumc!ute
mare effectively thdr mlsskm of covcrlng the br!dge cunstrua-
tion and the passage of the moin body. Sltcs that permit a
covered approach favor s~~rprlse effects, Connection with
the road net on the far side of the river fac~litates the pro-
gression of troops and tmnsportatlon after the cmsstng has
been cffcctcd; for UIISrcnson, W brkigc sites me Irequentiy
nclvmtngco~ls.

Ground domhmtlng the opp@tc bmk permits the support
of the CYOSSWby overhcxtdfire. OWmwWon points on the
nctw side which give m mtenclccl view of terrain on the far
side of tho Wcr gretMyf~cilliato WJlkxy support.

PIRCM where the river forms a mlicrat towmd the attaek!ng
forces fsww umcentrtition M MI effect and the Wivexy of
flanking fire against hostile troops occupying the salient;
@Ich salkmts SISOenable the first troops crossing to zncure

UWr flanks by m$ttng them m the river. Wmtkma which
m&Wml.zothe possibility Of interruptkm of the gw~in~ ~

#ncans of mines, laws, fire-bmkts, do., fkded dwmstiiwxm
by the enemy, aredcslr~ble.

.



QI011. The supwrtfng troops consist chiefly of artillery,
combat avintim, and lW hcwy Mmtry WCaPOnS d mits
In remve. N is their mission to protect the crossh~g and
hold down the flte of hosttle artIlk?ryand of hostile infmtry
holding the river Me. The nrttlicry is so cmplaeccl thnt it

am, without chfinge of positi~n. furn!sh pro~~cctlvcfire to
the bridgehead troops during thair crossing and occupathm

of a bridgehcml posltlon. Heavy Infantry WCWXNISdeal
tiidiy Wth hostile j~~funtryholdlng the ~iVC~ break. ~llr]y
~rmdsim is made for antloireralt defcnm on the front of the
crossjng; PWSUN protmtioil MJmwldd by the combat avla-
tlon M the Nsposal of the higher commander,

a $12. The rescrva wmally comptlms a mojw portion of
me commmd; it USWIY oro8sesby bridgca except when the
cNMskug of the entire cmmmi IS h be efhctcd by ferry,
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X (w. The enginccx Commttndcr is chmgcd with all pre-
po tmtcwy rnen.sutws for the crossing ntld for Ule clistributlon
of englncer troo139 and m~ttriel, UIC constmctlon anti
Kunrding of bridges, nnti the regulation of traflic thereon.
G%%i>arS.380-382.)

Ilased on the rccornmcndfitions of the cnglneer com-
mm~dcr, enghmcr troom and m~tt%lrl nre attached to the
I,ncfical groupings of the brldgchcmi troops for the ferrying
Opm’ttti(ms. These troops revert to the control of the engi-
neer commnndcr upon the c~mplcthm of the ferryln~ opexm- ●

Wms and arc then aVWable for the bridging operations.
The command post of the engineer coxunusnder 1s con-

mwted by signal troops with the command post$ of the
superior commander and the larger tactical groupings con-
stituting the bridgehead troops.

~ 6t& 7f?Iecommnndcr of each tacttcal grouping and of ‘the

supporting troops aSS!CnS ~econ?~~fswce Wmfons to his
stn E and Mmrdhmte commanders. l%is rcconnaissnnce
bears not only on the crossing pkwcs of the bridgehead
troops and the po$~tions and prepfiratkm of fire of tho SUP*
pmling troops but also on the routcs of approach, a$scmbly
pQS#MOnSof units, conccnled dlstribtatlng &ints of enginec~
~wU!rlcl, and M preparatory mwwures preAlmln&ryto the
exccutlon of the crossing.

stgnd oflicers rcoonnolter the front M arwlng ta ]a.
CO!P N1 existing wire Nnes on the near side of the tiver and
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“I’he Mdgchcm! troops effect lheir CI’OMW on n broacl
front; the f’lrst wwcs cross slmulhncot~sly h mimult boats

to scleotcd points on the farther bank and push forward to
posltkms from whtch they cnn cover the crossing of succeedi-
ng waves. Over mwrow $tremnn foot Wdccs nvc used.

Ileavy hlfnntry wcapond, nccompnnying artillery, Qmmu-
nttlon, menns of signal communkatkm, md combot vehiclm
follow on ferries as soon *$ they uro constructed and
launched. After ferryirt$ opordkms hnvc MUN the gcnernl
use of footbridges and nuault bents nmy M st~spcndcd.
~ Faints or sccondnry crossings mxl dcuumstrotto)isarc fre-
quently employed to divert the enemy’s attcnt~lol~from the

ala
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N 1s M!queutly wed during dnyll~l]t hottrs In connection
with fcinlts and to scrccn the hWhl fcrryjng operations.
:Whcnsmoke is used, spcclmimeasures must be tnken to mark ‘
1IINIII%the ferry landings and bridRc sites, and the routes
kmcling thereto, ~ *

Q Gill. The suppottlng troops mdm the necesmry provision
for tthc m?tf~~ircraft dcfcme of the fcrrylng operations and
the subsequent constructkm of the bridges. Every eflort is
mndc to place a portion of the mWfifrcraft mtilk?ry on the
fm bank before the bridging operations nrc begun. The dis-
placement of the ~ntlalrcrnft artllle~y is m~de in such a
manner that an effective protection will be established for
UIc bridges as long M requfrcd.

When the enemy hokls the opposite bmk W force and has
OIWOnizcd it (tcfcnsiveIy, an mtfllw~~ ?wc~cfrdkm and slcpport
shnilnr to that rcquhxl in the attnck of mciofcnsive posltlon
Itl”rustanlly n~cmsnry, Pt”ovk+loni$l Inlt(ll?for lhn Cl\rly Ns-
plmmncnt of n porttm of the nrtlllcry t.o lho opposlto blank.

OilG1O.When sufllc~rnt forcm lmvr Won msemb]ed, the

I.Mdwhmd troops push forwnrd, supported when nccess~ry

by the ih”c of the a]*tillcry, to their brid~:ehead posit.ions.
The first objecthm of their atlnck must be visible frmn the
firttilkw obsemtkm posts m the ncm side of the river.
IMson oixcrvcrs of the artillery, with the necessary mcims
of signal conmtmtcatlon, nccompany the msau]t wuves of
the infantry to insure contlrm~ty of m%lllcry support durtng
the advance to the brkl$cheod positions.

H 620. The position flndly occupied tis a brkl~ehemt 1s cs-
L~blished M a dlstnncc from the river 8umCimi to prOtect
the bridging operations from hostile ground obwmmtlon,
md the crossing of the rcmahxler of the command from
UIMIUClntc~~uPt10n8 and 10SSC8f~~t’)1h~t~ie ~rtille~y fire.
Aa soon w the Infantry assault waves advnnce from their
first objcctivc, the artillery begins the ctlsplaccment of lndt-

.



U 622. WIICn the b~idg~hc~d troOps have ~dvanccd sum-
clerttly to seize the tcrrnln on the far banlc dominating the
bridge sites, the superior commmdcr issum MS ordm for the
engineers to cmnrncnce the Mfdging opcratlouso Ferrying Is
continued unlH the ponton equipment is needed for briclge
construction. f

The greater MC number of bridges made iva!lablc, the
qulclmr the crossing. The construction of bridgm from local
materlnls requires much lime, labor, and tcchn ica! cxPmi-
ence. Quicker rcsnlla are obtained with ponton txklgc

equipment {light and heavy) and fabricated miMtary bridges.
In major operations, the construction of bridges ndcquatc

for the passage of tanks, artllkwy, and motor transportation
will ultimakly be necessary.

As B rule, the construction of bridges during daylight hours
cannot be accomplished without strong nntlnlrcmlt p@#cC-
WM3. HOSMO ortill(?ry Iltc nncl ntr attmck mtty nmke U
necessary tin cflect Lhc entire operation by fcrryiug.

Air a%tack mny compc! tlm tcmporory su$pcn~ion of fcrry-
lng nnd bridging opcrntions. Whenever the micmy tnkcs a
bridge mdcr effective fire, brldglng opcrntkms I:&mrWlymust
be mipendcct Until the hosUk fire can be neutlxdlzed. The
decision to rmumc bridging operations at the ~nme site or

to transfer apcrathms to another bridqe site depends upon
We damage done by the hostfie fire, the avallntiility of suN-
ablc auxjlinry bridge $Ites, and the Mm rc(luitcd to make
the change. llle rcnmval of a brldgc, Its transfer to nno~imr
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b~hlge site, the CO~#tlWOt&mof new Bp)nmwhes, ~nd We
flctm.h~g of tmfnc will Wlmwliy t~ko conskkmblo time.
Wlwncwr pmctkmb]e, WXUWY bridge sites are l’econ-
noitwrd nnd prepwd.

R9fi23.”Dm’mJsEw—A river”llne mny bc employed M an ob-
s$nclc in frout of n defensfve or dch{ylng position, or tm an
ohi Io countcroffcnslvc nctlon which seeks to $trlke the
cmmy while his forces are astrldc the rlvc~. In the first
cosfi n river llne 10SCSmuch of the vnluc as an obstacle if
UICemuny h not forced to mnkc a direct attack; In h)

sfxxmd case it becomes an otxtacle to our own troops if 8UC-
ccssfuI counteroffensive action is to bc follmwxf by an
cxp~oilntione

Holding a river Me h such force as to Iem?e avallabie
hmflkicnt rcsmwcs destroys the flexibility of the defense
nnd cxpoms it to immediate defeat os soon as the river Ilne
h~S Mm pierced. Holding the rlvcr lhw with Inadcquoto
fnrccs leads to general overextension with conseqmmt wemk-
,ncss nlong the entire Me. In gencrnl, the river line itseif is
(not, ctnp{oyed as a rndn line of reslstnncc unless sufltclent
Iforms ~rc Rvailablc to provide for a strong defense at the
:river’s edge md M the same time leave ovailable sufilclent
forcrs jn reserve.

‘~ 024. when the river zinc is used as an obstacle in f~Ont of
o posi Lion, the main line of resistance h placed on or near the
river lmnk. Defenses are so located that the opposite bank
and its approaches are held under fire and the enemy’s at-
tempt.s to cross are frustrated in their beginning. -lients
in the rlvcr line and open tcrrnin domlnntrd by the enemy’a
obww’fi {km posts nrc lightly hold find covcrcd by the con-
ccnlm l-cd fire of wcnpons in rear pdtlonso

C?owrf~~ /cwccs and rmnwahcwcc dduchn~cfMs remain
cm M rnemy’s sklc of the rlvcr to mnintnin contnct with
the mmuy nnd dc~crminc his mscmbly positions anti probablo
c!lxMSlng phlccsa Wheti forecd to Mire, these Icad}ng ele-
ments withdraw acrass the river to poslt!ons On the ~nk
or to arctis protected from hostile fire. Timely rn4XMmEIe8are
Mken to prepare the cros$ings for destructkm after the last
&mcnls have wlthdniwn ncrms the river. On wide rivers

I,:
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. the OU@O@kcc~ wmtnct with the enemy by usc of pmtrol
boats. ‘ ‘

● SCnglneersblock t+ho hostile avenws of npproach find cross-
● lng plnces with obstacles and mines. ~oating mhws, rnft$,
md flrebmnds w prqmred md held in reodl~ms ul~strcnrnt
Preparations mw made for iilttmlnathlg [he water mwa at

night. ,,.

B 625, A pnrt of the artlllcry is placed in posit!on in rcnr of
the outpost to cover the most Ilkely crossing plnccs md the.. enemy’s probable mscmbiy positions m~d avenues of np-
preach. ‘I’M remnhder of the wtillery h held In rmllncss
for movement to prepared posltlons to support the dcfcnsc
when the main crossing is discovered.

The prlnclpal mission of the antiaircraft defense 1S to
prevent hostile air mconmdssance, especially In those sec-
tors which are favorable for crosshg. Prepmations are mnde
to reinforce the anthircraft defense in the critical sectors so
that hostile ~ir reconnaissance can be effectively combatted
as far forward ns prnctkmblc.

88626. signal comrnunicntfons are established so M to M-
sure rapid comrnunicntion with the outpost nnd covering
forces nnd the quick transmission of orders to the rcscrvc
and the artillery.

The mobility of the troops held in reserve h incremecl by

the a$sigmncnt of motor transportntkm. When the encm y’s
main crossing is discovered, these reserves are moved to the
threatened sector and employed in a gcnernl ‘cout~tcrnthck‘.

●% as requlrcd by the aitwttlon. 1
Support mdntlon operates ainlnst the enemy’s ferries and

bridges,! ond troops aswmb]cd for crossing. “

@ 627, When the rhcr Iiuc is tQ be held M a dc~a~tng PCM.
Wm in a Tetrogrndc movement, the wlthdrnwfng colurni]s ~re
directed to cross at the avdlablc bridges which am not under
hostile urtjl!cry firco If the crossing places are lnsufncknt,
tho construction of additlotml brklgQsor ferries may ho tIGC.

essary. Antkircraft dclense is wtabllshed on both b~nks of
the river llne to protect the bridges

Tm!ns, motorkl mlttrnns, and a
moved across fll’st. RmM9 MNMng
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m 020. Unless the sltu~tlon nnd the strength of the avail-
nb]e forces indicnte the mivisnbillty of holding the rbcr ltnc
a.$ a //7zc C#resistance,, it is usually best to hold the mm-s of
IJw forces in rcndhess ~t such distance to the rear that they

CBn ~ntervenc promptly at any point where a crossing may be
xl I.wnpted, The river line is then hckl by relatively wcalc
~ldo,chments; stronger cletnchments wl~h reserves arc posted.
n1. the moslo probable poln[s of crossing. The opera’.kms of
the advmccci detachments nrc organized In accordance with
the prhmiplcs governing outpsts. It h their mkwlon to force
&hcenemy to disclose the full power of hls supporting ftres,
to discover hostile cross~ngst and tO prevent hostile trOOPS
from establishing th(xnsclves in bridgehead positions before
the arrivnl of the main reserves.

The advance of the m~in rme~es to the attack ~s made as

soon as the hostjle main crossing is recognized. The plan for
cmmtcro.fRmshw action is prepmwd beforehand; success de-
pends upon the commander’s ablllty to Mmch the attack at
tim proper t~mc nnd in the declslve dlrecthm; It must be
kuinched before the enenly has established Mmdf M o
Imkigehead poslt$ori. TO this end, e~~l~nt signal commti-
nkations must be assured and reserves must be prepared to
move promptly md rm~~dly.

I
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{!OR60ATlN WOODSAND TOWNS I

n 620s GENERN ..—C?ombnth woods nnd ?owns presc?nts ccr-
tdn common dimvwtcristics 9!mMkr to those of nlfiht comht,

among thcm rcduccd cffactiveness of fire md obscrw tion,
hmreased importmmc of close combat, Rnd di~liculty in con-
trol Of troops. pighting is at close ranfiO,find the outcome
depends Iargcly upon the !nitlative nnd lndcpcndcnt action

d subordinate leaders. Combat is usually so strenuous thnt
the effective strength of Units is soon used Up.

OE630. Woods and towns constitute nntmxd stron~ points
and oficr conccnlmcnt ngtdnst air and ground ohservntion
and protection ognh~st tanks and mechankwd attfick; they
facilltgte the construction of obstftcles, barrhmdcs, and
traps, nnd, therefore, have a strong defensive vnluc. On UN

other hind, they nMrnct artillery fh’e and air bowibmhnent
and prolong the contaminating effect of chcmicnk; they
exert n Mncful nttrncthm for troops which cnn cnsily lend
to the dl%~lpationof a commwd unless encrgcttc counter-
measures me tnkcn by subordinate commnndem.

M 632. AgMW towns find vl]litges, the nmSSCd fhe Of wtll.
lery produces IIIW nwal, ONMMal, and lncendhry effect;
the fire hnznrd 1s wry mttt and must be gwwcltxt smnlnst.
Against WOOdI$ the fire Of mitl~k?t’y, c%cq~t for chcn~!cn!s,
18empIoycdMost CITCcLiVclyagnhl!lt the mlicntv nnd cd~cfi,
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Ut GW. Towtw.-3n the Wa.ck of a town, the sttacker seeks”
to nvoM the populated carea with MS main forces by ad-
vancing on one or both skies nnd to gain the extts on We
far side. The enemy within the town is Minded with smoke
ond ncutxma!izmlwith high CXPIOSIVCSand chemids. When
a frontal all ~ck of a town cannot be nvoidcd, the attacker
concentrates on capturing the near Me, pushes rapidly
through the town, and captures the exits on the fir side.
The town is then mopped up.

#%#j34.The lmc~m the town ond the longer it has been held
by the enemy, the more thorough umst be the prepmxttions “
for attack. Early visual and photo~mphlc reconnaissance is
mode to dcterrnlne I.hc defensive or~anbmtion of the are~
and the nature of defensive works ond to furnish the artillery
wjth suitnkle firing chnrts for seicction of targets and
Cc)lldud of fll’ce
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U 03’?. In order to prevent tJ~c enemy from pmslng by on
‘ either side of the town nnd cffcctlng capture by at.tnck

agninst the flank md rcnr, a mobile rescroc 1s held oukklc
lhc town hl a cmccnkxl position in re~c?hcss, prcpnrcd to
break up the enemy’s outfinnk!ng maneuver nnd stoj~ his
advnnce on one or bol,h flanks.

= 638. woo~s.—l’he ntt~ckcr usually seeks to turn isolated
wooded areas incIudcd “in the enemy’s defensive pasition by
passing them on either or both flanks while ncutmlizingt their
edges by fire or smoke. TM?artillery bllnds the enemy’s ob-
servation by smoke nnd ncutrnlizes the hostllc wcnpons that
are capable of dclh?crlng flanking fire against the enveloping
attack. Small wooded arms may be neutralized with chemi -
cnls; our own troops must then avoid thcm during the
tzdvdnce. “ t
~ 639. When crtvcloplng octlon Is inexpedient, the woods
must be att~ckcd frontally. The attack is directed first
agnlnst the snllents which me neutralized by the fire of heavy
irtfrmtry. wenpons Bnd tl~c artillery. TMs suppor~h~g flrc iS
maintained until the nssault echelon is rxxiy to rush the
SSllents, whmi lt is lifl.cd to the reentrmntsof tha woods, or to
suitable objectives within or on the fm sick of the woods.

The near edge of the woods Is uarr!ed l!kc any other posi-
tion and kI then uied m a Me of departuro for the m?wmcc
fhrough the woods. ‘I%e dispodtions to bc tnkcn for this
second phm? of Lhenttnck depend lmgcly UPOII MM chntmctcr

Of the WOOdS. In S\)nl*sc woods, fol’mal,lons nl’c t?lnploy{xl l’c-
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sembllng thwm on open gwxtmd,but with greater density in
tho lcsdin~ cchclon. 0 In dcnm woods, amalf columns are
mwc cffectivc in the Icdlng echelon. Spcckl mectsuresore
Iakcn Lo insure the malntcnmce of dlrcctlon, cohedon, and
lnterco~nlnt~nicntion between tho columns. 8upportS are
fmncd in column and closely follow the nssnult unlb. The
vulnerni$llty of the fhnks to cotantcr~ttack requires special
measures for their protection.

@$(340. All commanders must be watchfu] to prevent com-
bat groups f~om nssembllng on or near roods and trails
since these will be covcmd by the cncmy”sSYSLCUIof defcnslve
fires. The enemy’s strong points m-e oulilnnkcd by on ml-
vance strnl~ht ihrough the wood:; ofl lhc roads and trolls.
To avoid confusion and prevent friendly troops from “firing
Into ench other, it may be neccswwy to rcgulmtc the ndvance
by bounds. Rcscrvcs ~re held WCJ1bock so that they will not
become invoived in the ilghting of the assnult echelon and
can bc engaged where the greatest pro~ress 1s being made.

H 64L Before debouchhzg from the woods nnd while still far
enough from the eclga to be concenlrd from the enemy’s view,
clispositlons adapted to fighting on open ground are taken,
mld arrangements are made for support by heavy infantry
wcnpons and artillery. As the edge of the woods presents a
well-marked target for hostile fire, the attacktng forces in
making their egress quickly vacate the edge of the woods
mxi establish themselves promptly in a selected position
fnrther to the front.

The movement of combat vehicles must be carefully regu-
lated so as i]~t to block the routes of advance through the
WIOd~. If .thc woods
hcki on the nem side
thC fnr side.

~ 042, As a detcnsive

am not too cxl.msive, VCMCMcan be

until the ctsmult echelon has reached

posftbn, tho edge of the wood has the
ol)jectkm of presenting a clearly defined target to tho attack-
Mg forces. The main ljne of rcslstnnce 1s therefore eMmb-
}Mmd either well In front of the edge or deep whhin tho
woods. 8incc n position !n the Mcrior of lho woods hns the
~~ls~dvmlf~nmsof rcsh!ckcd VICWnnd Ilmitwl flold of fire, tile
iIbSCrVntiOIIclcmenw of MC outpost, fIrc mhmnmxt ciom to the
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R 043. VVhcn Umw h R possibility thnt the enemy nmy lmmch
hts attnck on clthcr side of o wooded mm, prcpaiWons me
miclc to repel the lmsl)llc groups with flnnking III*Cfrmn the
flanks and WdiCEltS. Combat ~NXJ~ ~rc Mmtcd h the WCQ
outside the woods to OPPOSCthe ?merny’soutfimklnn ma-
neuver and hcdd up Ms miwmce. Tanks held ccmccnlcd in
the woods, with routes reconnoitered and prepared, wN1pro-
vide power to the counterattack of the defmicr.

~ 044. Numerical superimlty is of little advantago in the
close combat which usuaily CWC1OPSin fighting in wodds.
When close contact is imminent, bayonctk are flxcd nnd
gmparattons macta to engage the enemy with rifle smd m~.
~hhw-gun fire and to meet hJm in bond to hnud combat wl~h

hmxi grenades and the boyonet.

8 64& C3mmmL.-—-MountaInousterrain affcm no Insupcrabtc
abstno)cs to the conduct of mllbry opcral!ons aven In cokl
weather If the troops are properly wulPped nnd clothed, nnd
are inured lIy pxevkws tr~ln@g. In gcncrn), mobility ts rc-

twded, movement 1s rcstrictcd, fire poww nnd effect nxe rQ-
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thwd$ nnd con~muniwtkm mnd SUPPIY are made mom
dim(w.

The diwctlcmof movmcnt Is determined M genera) by the
COUrSCSof the VQ]]CYS,‘1’heutounta[n pusw which connect
these wdlcys bCCOnlC import ant Lcrmjn objCCtlVCS, Whmm
the prlncipul routes of movamcnt nsudly sue h the vaUcYs,
most of the fighting takm plRcc on the mljacent hei~hts and
connecting sackilcs which domhmtc the valleys.

M 646. Ilccause of the rugged nnture of the terrain, dis-
placement of weapons and reserves is usually very dirncu~t.
Adjaceut units nnd columns we often unable to render
nlutual support. Units on opposltc siclcs of a vdkw may,
however, be M a favorable position to observe, and to keep
each other informed of the dlspmltions and mbvcmcnts of
the enemy opposite the adjacent uniL

R.eslricl.ions of tcrrnln ond difltcuities of deployment place
a limitation on the strength and composition of forces that
CRnbe cm@oyed. Wklc srpamtkm of columns and the in-
suflichmcy or fallurc of COIIIIIILI~IiCnllOI)Srequlrc comnmndcrs
of tmtiml gI*mIPhIRSto be w’eNforuwud. TIICbroken nature
of the twain oflcrs OPPCMunitlcs fvr surprise action by
small combat units.

When fcirmul~ting plnns for operations in mountainous
tcrrnin, the Possibility of sudden chmgcs of wmther must
nlways be considered. Fogs develop quickly and low clouds
may suddenly obscure observation. Special arrangements
are therefore made for periodic weather reports. Once dc-
ckied upon, a plan of opera~ions 1s executed promptly, or
measures are taken to adnpt the operations to the probable
changes hl weather.

X 647. C1OM reconndsscznce is conducted Prh~clFMUIYby
pzttrols equipvcd with portable radio and visual means of
communication. Rcconrmkwancc 1s tedious and fntiguhfg; it

inmt h inltinted enrly and pushed well to the front. Unless
this is done much valuable the nw be lost by units h
circuitous nnd fatiguhg mnrching as the result of tnklng

the wrong direction. Local guldm may be aclvnnta~cously

employed. Air rmm8kmcc k difficult but of grent
impurtfmce.

223 b



,,,

~‘@U(149. l’%ot troops cqulpped with pttck tra&m’t are thq
most rellable combat maws ht mountain WWIMC, Grcmt dc-
pendonce Is plwxvl upon tho hllviclual rifleman ancl his

4

~bility to ovcrcomo the most dirnoult otxhc]es. The rugged
niitum of the tcrrnhl offers fnvornblc opprt mht h for over-
head nnd flmIklnK fh4e of machfne guns wi!hout frequent
change of position.

Both in the ntt~ck and the thfcnse, the bulk of the henvy
lnfnntry weapons is located well forwmd. Hncc Rood oh-’
servation posts are usmil y ~vailable, supper tlng weapons
avoid positions on or near the skyline.

.
,

S8 650. The cnnnon best adapted for Czrtlllcrv support hi

mountainous tcrrnln is the howitzer. In orcicr to obtain’
nngles of elcvntfon nnd fall surncicntly lnrgc to clear mrwks
nnd reach objectives ddiladed by steep S1OPCS,fktt-trajectory
cannon cm be used only nt long ranges. Horse-drawn and
motorized m%illcry unlk are emphmcd near the roads; pack.
artillery 1s capable of followlng Wfmtry and taking dcflhded

positions In the moze cllfIlcuMterrain overlooking the VMCYS.
Control of artillery is decentralized. 13ecause of the dif-

ficulties in the conduct of artillery fire with dr observation,
greater dependence !s placed on ground obsmmtkm in
mouratdnom tcrrdn. Observation posts nwd, bc recon-
noitered and establkhcd early and provision mode for llRi-
son observers with the infmt~y to assure CIOSCnnd timely
~upport. o

= 661. The hnznrds of flying In mountahmus rcghms place
a great restriction on the uso of Iow-flylng combat avlntimt,
The restrJctcd road net offers a favorable opportunity for
blocking orMcN rend junotkm by lmmbnrdtncnt nvlation,
Reconnalwmce and liaison aviatlcm is of p~rtlculnr vnhm
because of the dllllculty of pcrfokming them missions by :
ground agencies.



~ The WWWotedfield of obscrvdlon and fire and the cllf~
fkmlty CMoccupying posltkms off the main roads limit the
employment of antfc(rcraft artlll~ to the defense of the
‘interscctlons tmd cxlts of the prlnclpal valleys.

U (552, Tanks Gnti mcclwnfzed units SUIWXso many restrlc-
tIOIW in mountainous terrain tlmt their effective employ-
ment E genmlly very limltcd. Furthermore, mcam~rcs for
nnthurchnnizcd defense and for blocklng vchlcular movement
ate relatively simple in mountnlnous tcrrnin. The numerous
draws and vnlleys present mfiny opportunities for contnmi-
nnthm by chtmicds.

H 653. In mountainous terrain, the radio provides the qulck-
cst and most reliable means of sig12a/communtctzlt(m. The
establishment find m~intcmmce of wire communication out-
skic the axis of movement h the valleys ordhmrlly require
so much time and effort that relhmcc must be placed on
vkud menns md messengers.

R 654. h genernl, the same combat principles for the em-
ployment of the combined nrms in Jowlanci operations apply
n1s0 to mountain warfnre.

H 655. MARCH AND ~EcumTY.-On the march, security de-
tachments Rrc stronger and distances between subdivisions
of a commancl are greeter than in ordinary terrain. Since
displacements withfn a march coiumn are difllcult during
the march, the column is organized into suithble tactical
gtcmpings before the beginning of the march. All avaiIablo
romfs oind trfitls ore umd for movement.

13ccaMse of Lhe WIlcult routes followed by flank security

c?etnchmcnts and the ffttigutng nature of thc!r operations, M
k usually necessar~ to provide relieving detachments at
ls~erti! or brmch valleys. Consideration must be given to
~l;e faefi that such det~chments are ordinarily tumble to ~e-
joh their units until after the complcthm of the march.

The mdn bociy as R rule moves by bounds, On long
mnmhes nnd nficr steep cJlmbs,short rests Rrc takemin gtddi-
tion to the reguIar scheduled hftlts. In bivouac, security 1S
provided by jmstlng outgumxls on all roads mad WMs.

225



——-—. -- —

~ 657. M tli{flcult mountainous tcrrnin, lhc reinforced hl-
fantry bnttnllon is ordinmlly the largest combat unit th~tt
can be employed as n whole in the attack. The at t~ck usu-
ally bre~ks up h~to a SCNCSof separate combnts of the lwM-
lng smnllcr units. These units achmncc by bounds and by
Filtration nnd enveloping action seek to outflnnk and cap-
ture the hostiic strong points on the SUCCCSSIVCspurs smd
ridges, They arc supported by the heavy infm~try weapons
and the artillery which direct their fhw to neutmlizc tl~e
enemy’s observation m~d strong points. Full u:ic is mmie of
the protcctkm afhn’clcd by the clcnd spaces h~ front of the
hostile posWkm and the cover offered by the chnws in the
ERPSbetween djacent strung poinL%.

~ 658. The objectives of the attack are the critical terrain
features which don~lnate the exits into the lowland, or the
passes or divides which separate the lmportnnt watersheds.

Depending upon the mission, the commm]der may be more
concerned with cutting off the enemy’s withdrawal and re-
tmmt than in simply tnfllcthg a defeat and driv~ng the cmmy
back. In th!s cam combnt uction 1s dkcctcd towmd Mncking
those vdcys witld; constlhtta the enemy’s principiil routes
of withdrawal and retreat.

~ fi59. DEFRNSS._43n the defense, gre~t(!r i~fantlw combat
strength 1s rcqu]rcd h~ mountainous terrain than h orclinnry
tcrzxdn. The danger of envelopment mquirea the defense to
cover a broad fron~; the tactical consequences of n penetra-
tion require this front to bc held Jn greater strength. The
requirements of decentralization resulting from deftclent
commtmlcatiom%and the rugged nal we of t2m twain (see
par. 64$) prevent the defense from develophg the maxhnum
fire power through concentration In time and PIRCC.
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U G(IO.TIM brittle position Is held by combmt groups defcnd-
tng the strong points h~ each terroln compartment. All
shong points are organized for nil-wound defense. The
gaps Mkwcen adjacent strong POMS are closed by connect-
ing groups armed with machine guns, and are covered by ‘
other strong points on dominating terrain in rear.

H MI. The artilkwy, from positions in rear of the main line
of rcslstancc, supports the action of the covering detach-

ments and covers their subsequent withdrawal by interdiction
fires on the defiles of the hostfle routes of advance and cmm-

Lcrprepm’ation fires on the open firens of the v~lleys into -

which lhc cncnw endcawrs to dwciop M columns. ln the
dcfcnsc of the lmttlc position, the nrtiliery concentrates its
fire primarily on h critical 10C~litiCSin the $aw bc~wecn
ndjaccnt sti’ong point% Icavinf? the supporting fk= Jn close
defense of these strong poink to the heavy infantry weapons.
The observation and liafson service of the nrtlllery must be
well d~stributcd and so organized tlmt it can keep under
~~lrvci~f~ncethe withdrawal of our mhmnced cowlring detach-
ments mci Jhe movements of the rncmy.

!S (x32. From tho beginning of the action, the defense must
plan to mdntafn the integrity of its position by local coun-
terattacks In case the enemy penMraW3 be~ween@Jaceht
strong points. These counterattacks are prearranged M to
Mwction, objective, and supporting fire w that they can be
]aunched on short not!ce when the emmy is exhausted and
spent In hls altfick. Becmse of the 10CUInature O!combat, a
general counterattack is sc)dom possible. me reserves will
ordinaWy be held well forward.



m 664. In the conduct of guerrilla warfmsc the mobiiity, MI-
tcrprlse, mxl rclinbility of the troops employed m-c more
important thnn their nwnexical strcn~th. In genw’al, the
best results are obtdued by the employment of numerous
small detachments under cupable md vcrsd.ile subordhate
leaders, tdI operating under the direction of an experienced
superior commander.

~ 665, In planning thc gucrr[lla operations, the essential
rcquit’emenb orc good intclligcncc of the enemy’s coh.mns or
dispositions and a thorough knowledge of the lcrraln and
road net, Oood nm~~s, nil* photographs, cmd trustworthy
local guide%fttcilitde the tcmdn rcconnnlwmce. The encrny
k kept under constant observnt(on find survciihmce to dcter-
mlne his dispositions and to obtnin Information ns to his

‘ c~pabllitlcs.
●
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#kk 1lw action @ 411 detaohnwntsmust be emmllnsk?d
‘:RS-”i.Qtime and spqce, WI the cm of rnldlng gxwtiesoperat-
:j~~g@galnst the enemy’s rem, nrrangemcnts must be mode to
ptavld@ Um~ with the aupplles and vqulprnent essentlti fox
xm Wm3nce 01 several dfiy$.
~ .THc PlmI of the commander must provkle for assbmbllng

.J.M bulk of his command nfter each cntcrprlsc in order to
-Pwwcn&its dlsperskm and to insure proper direction in tho
‘&mduct of the subsequent operntlons. To uphold hls lender-
~sl~l]] n~]d to promote a high morale In MS trooM, an able
cnnmmnder will avoid dcctsive action unless assured of a

~comme~!lrntc SUCCWJSin ench cnterprlsc he undertakes.

‘~ .668. In the conduct of operntlons, full use 1s made of
obstncles to del~y the enemy in front WMICattacking him in
flnnk and rear. Rakilng pmtics opcrnting in the enemy’s

f rww may seriously interrupt the enemy’s system” of supply
~by destroying bridg~ find atlncklng supply tra~ns. Every
effort is m~de to keep in commmicatlori with these raiding
partlcs so thfit thch* subsequent activities may be properly
dit’cc!tcd.

R (MN).13y fejnt and dcmonstrntlon, by changing methods O!
comlmt~, and by spreacilng false information. the attmcker
a t{etnpts to mislcnd the enemy and create tho conditions
whtch fnvor surprise. An active counterreconnalssance is
em~d~lcted to defeat the enemy’s reconnaissance detachments;
his main body is hhrasscd and held !n suspense by repeated
thwnts and rnids. Whenever practicable. movements and
attacks are made at night; during dnylieht hours. the main
forces remahl concwkkd, lcavlng only rcconndssance pntrols
In contact with WCenemy.





————-
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Hon. The p~incipd objective theh is the seizure and control
of the sources of water upon which Me enemy is depencicnt.

●

The defense mmlnst the forays and raids of guerrilla
is the responsibility of each cohmn commnnder.

R (175q
M nds
Constant vigilance mxl ncicquatc measures for security wc
necessary. 1( hostile raiding portics pcnch’atc MO the rear
mea of the command, m cflort is nmde to cut them off nnd
surround them. For this purpose it may bc necess~ ry to

dclntl n spec~nl Security detachment mld hold it in rcndinc.ss
nL some convcn@nt ro~cl center In roar for rnptd movement
t.o lnterccpt nnd destroy the enemy before he makes good his
cscmpc. To Insure the prompt transmission of information,

mmngements are made for rapid means of communlcntion

with the security detachrncnt.

.,
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